THE LEAGUE—DIV. HL
Clever Bristol City.

DESERVED ALL THEY COT
AT LUTON. -

(By ** CRUSADER.")
LUTON TOWN
BRISTOL. CITY gu 0oy | S
LUTON TOWN.--Gibbon; Le
relf Foster, Walker, Jenningss; Thompson,
Higginbothum, Bei«'. Butcher, Hoar, |
. BRISTOL CITY. - Vallis; Dyer,
Nd;  Neesam, Matthews, Cockerill;
Worlock, Walker, Fairclough, Sutherland,
Pocock.
“Referev. —Mr, L. E, Vickery, Birmingham.
We were fortunate on Saturday to escape
saffering defeat for the secol week in
succession. There are mot two opinions
about that. Bristol City convinced pretty
nearly everybody that they were the
smartest avacking side that has beel
on the Town ground this season,
was our goowl fertune rather il oyr
deserts Lo get ofl with a point. Not in any
waatch at home this seagon have our players
had so much leather-hunting with. such
emall success, and this especially applies
to the middle men, who, sl oue peri
game in particular, did not seem
le of anticipating one move in three
of the visiting forwards. On forn like this
gho City may well spoil Plymouth Argyle of
rs that we thought ‘were practically
safe for the Argyle. Their delence may
;ot be up 1o the standard of the Argyle,
but as a well-balanced, fast, clever and
energetic side, I think they are a shade
in_front of the Plymouth brethren. ‘
We had the better of the first half, un-
ly, but it 4vas mainly because
superior strength, and our players were
ON TOP GEAR
all that time. The Citiens speedily
showed in the second half that they ha
mot expended all their reserve force, and
antil ten minutes from the end they kept
up, nutl a ceaseless attack. but a srries of
brisk and deter- |
wmined raids, ‘
one iovllowing

h other so
guickly that
th e constany
str almost
noralised the
Town team w
#ad the City

forwards  been
as cool and
accurate in
sbooting as in
passing, they
must have won,
for no pair of
backs could
overcome 50 in-
felligent and re- = Hoar.




sion demanded, the ball
with good judgment, but
was the wonderful co-
forwards and halves,
y th le ds and the
wentre-half, and the variation was supplied
by the electric dashes of Fairclough.
Apart from the many fouls that were
committed, and in which neither side could
elaim innocence, not by a long way, the
was the best entertainment we have
this season, and thuse who went to
see two teams instead of one, v
Seft feeling that if they had not re
full value in previons games,
THE DEBIT WAS CLEARED
by this game. There were some deplorable
$ncidents, and not a few accidents that

e freedom he allowed players

Sog bones. The referce was quite good
in

pect.
The City's goal came under threc minutes

from the stari,

and it evoked a

Certainly
should not
ve : be e' n
soored, but the
fown ,plnyt:’!i
mever attempted
3o 'l|lna up
mmeet n’;m Kkick
outside the

'g .p;,fin
sieaight line for
iy MAT-

4 1

o towards Pocock,

it 3

and dimd the dltention of
he and

of home players,
they realised what was happenin,
h and straight for goal.
and Tirrell were both on the goal-
, and the keeper nev'er nln.ove«h hl:’r the
appeared en route for Tirre! ut it
ramark: swerve inwards, and
Tirrell struck it with his forearm,
not keep it out of the net. Those
atlem) to apportion blathe should
have n on the goal-line, but in
The T e ayed up siroaaly
'own s u
hler this, lm .li".- hir ameh{



|
tion of the serving by Buicher, amd i1 wax
Arom him that the City goal had |
| NARROW ESCAPES
and finally fell. One orsvo mice centres
nearly brought a goal, and in Irymg to get
the ball acroes again Hoar misdire a
little, ana it went towards the boltom
corner of the goal. Vallis came for it and
appeared to have it all secure, but young
ueurl whirled into him, and Vallis, trying
w upset Reid, was_himself upset, for he
lost the ball, and Hl(aGl. HAM, who
had quiedy followed up. only had to tap
it into the net. This was ten minutes
from the start, and although there -were
thrills without’ number in th‘nmumn‘
80 minutes, the ball never again found the
nel. 'l'lmm_l_wun twice hit the bar with fine
shots-and Tirrell was equally unlucky with
a free kick in the second half, while
Walker and Fairclough also hit the cross-
icce. There was no lack of excitement
rom beginning 1o end, and play went from
end to end with remarkable speed, but in
the going the City showed the truer
instinet and the greater skifl. They were
the best teum the Town -have met this
season,-and they fully deserved what the;
got. "Their lur\\,u'i play was mucl
superior to ours, and it was this forward
skMb in. making ;round and kee m; con-
ol that rested the City he
wingers were fast and tricky .n we“ as
the inside men, and Fairclough was a
thrusiful leader. The outstanding figure,
however, was Matthews. He was prone to
minor infringements, but-he was not only
a fine spoiler, fie was

A MAGNIFICENT AGENT

in attack, and his nursing of the forwarnl
line was quite delightful.  Dyer and Ban-
field did very well, but Vallis was anything

L impressive.

The Towm forward line was not as good
as it appeared oi paper. Thnn was an
absence of
and passing left much room I’or improve-
ment. Considering that he had not
figured on the extreme right since last
season, Thompson M well in the first half,
and might have done better with more
attention in  the semnd‘ Higginbotham
was not as sual, and it is to be
hoped that he ill Ilnd his alaooﬁm boots
soon, as he did * last back-e: hen he
takes it into his Inml w qu a packet,”
he is the best shot of the inside forwards,
but he did not show it on Satarday.
lkul was mn the utter failure that some

. Certainly he did not bear com-
p-mon wilh leingh nor could it be
expected, but he gave many nice pasees,
and was, a8 -lvlyl, a first-class trier, but
he has s0 very much to learn, and one
gets tired of ‘repealing the nwelnl.y of
ng _him time to develop, and that as
an_inside winger, not as a centre-forward.

Butcher was in_the live wire in the
Town altack. d.rlbhluv‘.: passing
were equal to anything in opposition,
and his shooting was little worse than
theirs. He made Hoar, too, lml the latter
would be the first to admit that his partner
was all that could be desired as




‘ AN ARCHITECT
Iu I-mldmg up attack and as a carrier,
‘Hoar's frequent menaci 3 of the City goal
was due to Butcher's cr , and the winger
responded admirably, and seldom did he
Illl l.u et the ball across to ulvnnl.l‘c
wrwards may have been poor, bLut
lhe muldle line certainly h-d an off-day.
‘They were harder worked than they have
ever n since their visit to Iirmlnfhlm
last year, an dthey did not play the
uplrll. and skill that they show: ad against
the Villa. 1In the first half they met the
atlack with determination. but they never
got the hang oi things, and the old fault
of poor feeding was, if -nvxlmT. more
painfully apparent than ever, and in sharp
contrast” to the clever work of Matthews,
Jennings probably did best, and he cer-
tainly g-\o a few passes to his wing, but
wild kicking fnrwnnl without any apparent
design exce] N‘el the blll away some-
how, was the stoppers,” the
i'l'ovn halves are Innd to beat on their
‘ordlnary form, hm they did not touch it

on Saturday ong, long way, and the
necessity n( Instmr\mn in getting the ball
‘down and keeping it down was never more
obvious. The backs were overworked, and
it was well they never flinched at all, and
it was only their robust tackling that
averted defeat. Tirrell, although far from
well, played finely, and Lennon, although
indiscreet, wag alert and prompt m
tackling and kicking. ‘Gibbon had not a
lot to do, but he got udoloneorwn
uqll‘y troubles during the gan

‘0 sum up,. the visitors ven the better
balanced team and well coached, and that
was the secret of their success.
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