TWO OUT OF SIX.

LUTON TOWN’S UNHAPPY
CHRISTMAS.

At Lufon on Saturday
PORTSMOUTH i
LUTON TOWN .. ]

LUTON.—Gibbon ; Tennon, Tirrell ; Moly-
neux, Walker, Jennings; Reader, Bulcher,
Thompson, Irvine, Hoar,

PORTSMOUTH. % Newton; Probert,
Abboft; Robinson, Wilson, Martin ; Meikle,
Mackie, Strange, Watson, Beedis.

Referee.—Mr, W, Ji. Greenland.

At Shepherd’s Bush on Christmas Day i—
QUEEN'S PARK RANGERS = .. 4
LUTON TOWN r 0
QUEEN'S PARK RANGERS.—Hill;

Marsden, Bain; John, Rance, Y\gra.ss;
Bulter, Birch, Parker, Chandler, Gregory.

L.UTON.-Gibbon; Lennon, Tirrell ; Moly-
neux, Walker, Jennings; Reid, Butcher,
Thompson, Irvine, Hoar.

Referee.—Mr. A, L. Grinstead, Lendon.

Al Luton on Boxing Da
LUTON TOWN
QUEEN'S PARK RANGERS .0

LUTON.—Gibbon'; Lennon, Tirrell ; Moly-

oeux, Walker, Jennings; Hoar, Higgin-
butham‘ Thompson, Reid, Clarkson. 4
QUEBEN'S PARK . RANGERS.—Hill;
Lane, Bain; Vigrass, Rance, Gregory;
Butler, Birch, Davis, Chandler, Bdgley.
Referee,—Mr. A, L. Grinstead, London.
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Wo have concluded a most disappointing
first half of the season. Whatever hopes
there might have remained for promofion
were shattered by the results of the games
this Christmastide, and with the exception
of the Cup-tie interest all that remains to
be done is to'start Building up for 'nexi
season, for there is nothing more than a
bare framework of a championship side at
command just now, When we started out
we felt certain that we could select a sida
capable of getting to the top, but it is use-
less to harp on that'string any longer, and
‘the only consolation that remains for us
now is to hope that we may succeed in the
Cup competition.

The victory at Portsmouth last Saturday
week led ug to hope for a very happy.
Christmas, %ut the team quite failed in
the return game at Luton, and went from
bad to worse, for on Monday morning they
lost at Shepherd’s Bush by four goals to
nil. On Tuesday they just managed to get
the better of Queen’s Park Rangers at
Luton by the only goal of the game, but the
old inefliciency in front of goal was as
pronounced as ever.

In Saturday’s game the defeat was due
chiefly to the inaptitude of the forwards.
On the run of the game we ought to have
been secure by half-time, but the old, old
fuult of indecision in front of goal was|.
once more painfully apparent, and the for-
wards quite failed to reproduce their form
of the previous week. = Could they have
done s0 they would have ‘won before cross-
ing over. (




Portsmouth “ bided ” their time, and
while their defence resisted manfully the
forwards were always on the look-out foi
an opening. Their first goal was as fine an
example of confidence and opportunism as
one could wish to see. WATSON it was
who scored it. He received the ball from
Meikle about 30 yards out, and beating two
or three opponents he mever lost control
and finished with a beautifnl shot that gave
Gibbon no earthly chance of saying. There
were 1many who blamed Tirrell and Jen-
nings for the second goal because they were
out of place, but I am not going to ‘do go.
In certain games that have been snatched
‘out of the fire in the closing stages Tirre!l
has played an important part, and no one
heard any blame then.' On Saturday he
and Jenuings were striving to make good
| the impotence of the forwards, and neither
was able to get at Méikle wheh the ball
went to him. Tirrell tried to get an off-
side decision, but the ball had been passed
before the Town back stepped forward, and
Meikle was not offside. And when the ball
came plumb in front of goal from tha
winger, STRANGE neatly headed into the
net.

Portsmouth * deserved  their victo
because they were more methodical and
attacked with betier understanding, Their
goal had some wonderful escapes, but the
backs and halves played stubbornly and
heroically, and when they had got the lead
they always looked the more likely team
because they never got tattled, whereas the
Town lost their bearings, and were Jittle
better than a rabble in the closing stages.
Neither it combination nor in shooting did !
the forwards approach the winning style
they showed at Portsmouth, and the ten-
dency to hold the ball too close was a com-
mon affliction among the inside forwards, |
Reader did not maintain the standard of
the two previous weeks, and Irvine, while
his passing was good, was no better than
Buicher in front of goal. Sid Hoar alone
plaved up to his reputation.

The halves did well until Portsmonth
scored, and then they seemed 1o tire, and
Jennings allowed the. astute Meikle too
wnuch rope. Lennon’s retarn found him on
form, and with the rearguard as a whaole
little fault could be found.

Portsmouth showed conclusively that
they are a good side, and will improve
much more if kept together, Their victory
was 1ok due so much to the f
played a lot better than the previons weel
as to the fact that the Town were ever 50
much worse,
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The Rangers hardly deserved such a pro
nounced vietory as that they got on Christ-
mas Day M 2 game that was of the
“* needlg " type. As last year, the Rangers,
who do not lack physique, hustled and
‘bustled strongiy, and there were several
bad perieds. The Town defence came un-
cbmllg\ agnn_-rt a st.nz‘ng altack, and four

Were registered without res use,
mnr and Birch each getting a brarz-.

The only change made in the Town team
was Reid for Reader on the extreme right,
the latter having been injured more seri-
ously than was expected in the maich on
Saturday. The change was not as sucesss-
ful as was Loped for, but the téam as a
whole wae just as insfiective as against
Pammouth._ according to our special oor-
respondent in Town. He savs: “ Gibbon
could mot be held res; sible for the
defeat in any Wway, The defenders left
oo many holes, for the middle men were
unt capable of holding the bustling  for.
wards of the Rangers, who g0t good suppert
from the middle men, Lennon found




Ohandl uch for him, land Tirrell
wus sll.d}‘y m)\’z!iﬂcd by the pace of the

Rangers’ “right winger, ) Butler. AL hali
Molynéux was the best. Walker could 1ot
hold Parker, and Jennings was apt (o
wander a lot. Of the forwards, Hoar alone
showed high class, Thompson put in a few
pretly touchies, but he was awkward, and
he gob listle <um‘ort either from the men
on either side or the men behind. Butcher
and’ Trvine were clever but fatking 1n
prox;nr)mPSs in front of goal.”

W
On Tuesday the Town had a .sorl of
(paviial revenge over the Rang but. it

can. hardly bo regiarded as a salisf: %
{ tesult.  There had been rumours of all
sorts ‘of~charges tduring the mowmin
wlhen thevtegnisi tirned cut il wa
CTOW Tdfence was unaitered,
,\Nudh’u\. onle’ Thompson retainsd
osilion.... »The, Rahgers also made
severalwehanges. . The crowd minst have
hecn-aheut-the biggest seen on-the ground
this season. Up to a point jL was a good
the Town nad enough of. he
J\NL‘he(l a very nnael larger

i v di goal victory. This
lln;.‘m,.unf’ or*m:;j'm\ ards in front of goal
WikSe. agdil-0stirritating, although. one
cannet overlook the fact that there were
two- or-thret—oceasions when the Rangers
adopted guestionable tacties, and at least

i {61110 have been awarded; for
0 brought, dowu Ui dis-
st in front of goal. The
Rdngu's defended well, however,  and
}whemtheir forwards got on the mnove they
s ov\;e&—bcﬂrr method than the Tawn fnr
- wards,
. Thompson received a nasty Kick as hc
‘dribbling through when ‘the gaihe was
iwelty minutes old, and he had to be)
‘..sbted off thie field. FHe came on again
but afterihe ficst-kick he had to retire, and
in the second half he figured at outside-
righty but was too badly. crippled to be able
to do much.

The only goal came three minufes after
the restart. Molyneux placed a free kick
well, and following a bustling set-to, the
ball was sent in and out again two or three
times, coming to HIGGINBOTHAM, wlo
shot-hard in. The goalkeeper got his hands
to the'ball and took off some of the speed,
but it crosséd the line, and although Lane
made a desperate attempt o get the ball
out, the referee was well on the spot and
had no hesifation in awarding a goal,

The Rangers only got away infrequently,
and the Town should have added to thoiv
lead, but the end came without further
i o L

Gibbon did his little well, and *bolh
Lennon and Tirrell played strongly at
back.... The halves. were well on top of the
opposition, and Walker gave what must
have been his best display of the seasoul,
in spite of several hard knpcks. He quite
overshadowed Davis, and his tackling
throughouf. was superb, and his feeding
showed 1mprovement. Jennings and Moly-
neux, the lalter playing with a stiteh in lus
lip owing to a blow in the mouth received
the previous day af Shepberd’s Bush, were
also in fine form, and * Molly " is yapidly
becoming m(h<pon<ab[c Higginboth:wn
and Clarkson taped up the line consider
ably, and espéciafly in the: first half did
the former play well. Hoar was the most
aclive of the line, both on the wing and 1n
the centre,.and he gave a lot of trouble to
the visitors’ defence, Reid seomed slower
than usual, but gave Clarkson some nice
passes, and although he did not shoof as
confidently as iz his wont, he came near
on two or three os iong. Thompson was
very unfortunate, for before his injury it
looked as if he were going to got into his
best form. Of the Rangers ITill, Lane,
Rance, Vigrase, Butler, and Chandlor werc
the pick,
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