SWANSEA SMASHED.

LUTON TOWN FORWARDS ON
FORM,

Reid’'s Hat Trick.

When I appealed last week for loyal
support for the Town during the remaining
part of the season, I had mo idea that the
vlayers would endorse it in the way they did
at the expense of Swansea. One had only to
glance at the record of the Welsh olub to
tealise that they were w tough pm\um’r.ian.
and their eplendid progress alter a poor
start indicated that they would make & bald
bid for the apoils on Saturday. Phe écore
does not confirm these thoughts, hut ever:
one present at the-match will. agree. -
Sywanseu .
‘unrex tho points, and that their position in

the s e perfectly understood by
| Teafion of:the rcloverndss of their forwards.
!fhey were unfortunate in thit they caught
the Town in & nost extraordinary mood, and
one of the most helpfnl features of their
game, the application of

THE OFFSIDE MHEORY,
came unstuck at a critical period.

It made all the difference in the world to
Swansea that their backs could not profit by
esperience, I am quito certain that tho
Town would have won even had thik legiti
mate but unpopular practice not been in
operation, but Swunsea . might not have
Leen so thoroughly crushed.

Swansen’s official view of the game wak
that the referce was i error, but I don't
kiow anyone who would admit that the
referee mnde a. single’ mistake in regard
to the scoring of any goal, although his
docisions; if not quaint in themeselyes, wero
not given with promptitude.  The whols
secret of defeating the offside practice has
leen revealed time after time, and it is
simplicity itself. If an attacking plaver

1L bo intelligent eongh to keep behind
the ball he cannot be offside. For a long
time the Town forwards did not seem able
to grasp this simple idea, and once there
=

A UNANIMOUS GUEFAW

from the spectators, and the Town nlnyorl
protested waen Hoar wis given offsiue wies
tuere werc Hirke Tpprmnsnte heinven Alsl
and tle et tue roferce was correct
up to u pomL What happened was tnis—
and [ ucul with it here because u referee
for witom [ have grun. respect tuought the
decision was wrougz—ifour was in an off-
Eide position when b 'VAD wde, passod 0
I, but he waiked avway so ostentatiously
that the referee had no reuson to whistle.
‘then two of the Swansea. players dashed

ball, and immediately they got

ez
s

only question
Mour, seeing
distance away, could be regarded as inter-
fering with the play. So iar as his posi-
tion was concerned he wax offside, because
ihe ball had not been plaved again.
summed up the case, aud if the
thought Hoar was interfering
Disy, then is deciafon wae beyond dm;uu.
ecause he is
THE SOLE JUDGE
on points of fact. It is not enough to have
three opporients hetween a piayer and the
goal belore he is offside: the vital point
; his position when: the ual

PARD. i the same way the Sanses team
fell into error, for they thought they had
only to rnsh forward and Teave the man
to play the hall when he had not three
suets Betwsen himmit aad the goul; and the
law Would Become operative. It a
ridienlous idea. The palm for prlnllnz the
bubble must be given ;)

the ball; thus
witted from mn momen(, and the Town
tae

actor omee more.
that the omination of




who! drilibled into position and seored i
W eplendid shot, b
MARKSON ran nearly hall the length of

the “flold, and' ‘beat Denoon with o  pleves
8lict as tha keeper canmg out.
As a side, the Town wero stronger hoth {n
defence and attack, Swansea's' combination
tomparing unfdvourubly with the Town's
sudden ‘raids.  In defence, Gibbon made
gevoral emart eavas, but he did not seen
Quite as confident as usual,” Lennon and

"Wirrell wero

| A STOUT PAIT
of backs, and althaugh thiey were often
Wsted very uéveroly, they came o of tne
ordeal witu colours Hying. 'Uke middie lne
Dlayed better thun i uny g
Jennmgs was superh at contre-ual, and uot
only in brewking up, buv i feeding hix for
wards, he did Wonaertul work,
to Higginbotham were w striking  example
of how this work should be done, und were
the real initiation of several tine moye-
inents, while ho shou splendidiy on two or
three occasions. Molyneux got through i
enormous amount of work, and hus uever
played better, and re always had a foot or
head in the way il he had 4 ressonalle
chance of reaching the ball. Yoo played in
his customary skilful fushion, and
Dpositioning for intercepting, his collection
and control of & rapidly moving ball were
magnificent.  He was always with Hole
when the littlo winger got the ball, and
gave him little chance of centreing, while
D¢ gave his own wing any amount of work.

la the forwurd line Beld reached

A HIGHER STANDARD

than bver before. He is not et an Interna-
tional, and he wae under o
players on each ide of hiu an
nings, for the  superior
Harwood, the opposing  centre-halt, was
negatived by the ball being kept on the
ground. The little Welshma was fast and
thrustful, and his rushes between the backs
were disconcerting, while he shot well
Higglobothum played finely, too, and Lo
Irequently sent Reid and Hoar away with
pice passes, and he was always a trouble-
sowe customer. Butcher did not score, and
he miseed chances, but his quick, thought-
Lul work brought out the best in Olarkson,
end he waa ulways on the look-out for
opportunitiea. Hoar did not do o well in
the first half as in the second, when he wis
very fast and sagacious, aud his centreing
was acourate. Clarkson once more played
well, und his epeed and control were good.
He would haye given even niare trouble had
he made ground wmore often when he hud
the opportunity.

wansea were best served in defence by
Milne; Willams was a rare force at half,
and had no superior for industry and skill
combined, and in the forward line Swith
and Deaton Were u constant source of
danger.

LUTON 6 goals
SWANS 1 goal

SWANSEA oon; Morley,
ne; * Roulson, Harwood, Willinms;

ilne; 'ood,
Hole, Deacon, Smith, Thompson, Spottis.
W

oods,
LUTON = TOWN. — Gibbon; = Lennon,
Tirrell; Molyneux, Jennings, Roe; Hoar,
Higginbotham, Reld, Butcher, Clarkson.
Referee: Mr., F. Todman, Croydon.
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