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cleat vlll weight and wisdom ameng the
middie men to utilise the opemings. Even
the biassed vision of the home crowd recog-
mised thit the best movements in this half
‘u-n from the Town right, and on two
 Ocasions especially, Hoar t

‘ OUTSTRIPPED HIS OPPONENTS

in elever style, and although Kane saved
on one occasion, a4 ceatre ou the nexi was
good enough te have brought a goal. It
was uot to be, however, and when, four
mingtes before the interval, Reading
seored, there was more than a slight
element of luck abont the point. Jennings
hit the ball bard out to the right when
tackled by Tirrell, and Roe, runming buck,
was struck by it on the shonlder and upper
rt of the arm. The referee signalled
hands,” and almost beforc the players
'lere in position, EGOO had placed the ball
it into the net out of reach of
ﬂlbbnn It was a great shot, but the Town
were very wore with the referee's decision.
iven then, the equaliser would have come
before the teams retired had Reid pot msed
his hands to get the ball under comtrol, for
with one of hia expreases he had Kane
, but the referee had seen him handle
at the moment of breasting the ball, and
the chance was lost,
There was
LITTLE TO CHOOSE
hetween the sides in the second half until
Reading got their second goal through
JENNINGS. Chief credit.  belonged to
Springell, who ran through and shot hard
from an awkward angle, and when (ihbon
was beaten Tirrell kicked out, but without
waiting to place the ball Jennings drove
it home more quickly than it came to him.
From that point, while the Town were
always trying hard, Reading were masters
of the situation, They played with great
dagh and vigour, and but for Roe and
Tirrell they would probably have scored on
other occasions, for Springell, Jennings and
Poulton tried to rush the defence many
time: the first-named had too much
latitude. The third goal came as a resalt
of his work, for he got clean through to lift
the ball into the goal-mouth, when
GARDINER had only to nod it past Gibhon.
After this, Luton recovered congiderably,
and right to the end Luton were trylng,
bnt their e¢fforta




‘ ALWAYE FAILED

at the crucial moment, and they left the
field losers.

It was strength and thrustfulness tnav
were the big factors in the success, and

Reading had them. The Town were the
amarter individually, and with equal
promptitude in front of goal! they would

have won. Reading played the mere open
game, and while the Town forwards held
the ball too close, the kome team slung it
about. Kane had not a great deal to do;
Walker was tho strong maa in defence, and
especially in the eecond hall he had the
Town left wing and centre in subjection.
Eggo was the best half again, without
being &0 good as at Luton. Jennings was
a clever, buatling leader, and Poulton and
Springell were his hest helpera towards the
result, although Carr would have been a
danger-merchant but for the close attention
paid to him by Roe and Tirrell.
THE TOWN DEFENCH

wae all right vntil the sccond Half. Gibbon
bad little chance with the goals registered
against Lim, and be made two or' three fine
sayves. Tf Lennon and Molyneux had main-|
tained the same respect for Springell in
the second half as in the first, Reading
would not haye scored three goals. Before
the interval I turped to one of the Laton
party and commented upon the fact that
Molyneux scemed to have Springell under a
spell.  Up to the change over, Molyncux
played a really great game, be was
working in harmony with his right wingers.
Lennon, too, did well up to thiz point, but
in the sccond half neither hestowed half
enough attention on the diminutive winger. |
On the opposite flank, Tirrell and Roe did
not make that mistake. Carr’s runs were
scldom made without u deal of embarrass-
ment, and Tirrell shared with Reﬂdin:'u‘

Walker the honours in defence. Hia kick-
ing was excolent, und he got into position
with nice judgment, although once more his
“offside " movements were spoilt by

ABSENCE OF CO-OPERATION.

Roe tackled smartly, and was better in
attack than usual.  The substitution of
Walker for Jonnings promised well until
near the interval, aud be played policeman
to Jennings assiduously. Thereafter he fell
away, and Jennings and Poulton would have
donc more damage but for Molyneux's
frequent Dbelp and Tirrell's watchfulness.
There was one improvement in Walker's
play that calls for conmendation. Several
times in the first half be set his forwards
going in first-class style, and I do not think
he has ever fed beiter than for the first
half-hour. Personally, however, I prefer
Jennings on his average form.

The forwards’ work was attractive enough
in its way, for the dribbling was superior
to that of the Reading quintette. Unfortu-
nately, it was overdone, and the tendency
1d on defeated its own purpose,
especially against eo astute a player as
Jock Walker, who is wise enough not to
rely on his pace. Hoar and Butcher were

THE BEST WING ON VIEW,

faster and more crafty, and they never lost
sight of each other. Butcher was the ring-
leader in attack, and provided most of the
chances for Hoar. who touched his best, but
was unlucky. Some of their advances, with
Molynenx backing up, were delightful. Reid
and Irvine each suffered from the delusion
that time did oot connt. They would both
have learned eomething at the County
match at Bedford last Tharsday, when the
Oxford forwards got the ball under control
and went off at full specd wlmost in simul-
taneous action. Reid was not o dashing
as usoal, and he must resist that tempta-
tion to use hia hands. He got the ball into
the net twice, on each occasion with good
shots, but prefaced cach effort by
USING HIS HANDS

quite unnecessarily.  For Irvine'zs clever-
néss 1 have a good deal of admiration, but
he is terribly siow in getting off the mark,
and wus robbed reveral times simply
because Dand found that he had only to go
in at once to get the ball. Clarkson was
prétty gzood in the first half, bt his stock
depreciated afterwarde, and he did not get
o lot of assistance. Few of the halves and
forwards, however, were able to pass with
consistent accnracy, and scarcely any were
cxempt from this failing

Generally it was a clean and pleasant
zame, but the referee left something to be
lesired. Nevertheless, lic might have been
wOrse.
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