LUTON’S FIFTH DEFEAT.

Beaten by Three GCoals at
Portsmouth.

Portamouth deserved the points Lecause
they were the batter hulanced: side; and
the quality of thelr foothall was in ad-
vance of Luton's, but' they were not three
gouls ter. The Lwg goala they got in
the first half, ene afier four wminutes’ play

ceond eleven minutes later, yere

e ?ﬂ(} the third was

niss of the Town elence
fwenty minates after the Horon

The Town were quickly aggressive, but
after they had been beaten off Shepherd
was called upon, and saved well, but the
bull could not be got away lollowing a
corner kick, conceded by the keeper in
diverting a fine shot from Mackle, and
STATNES was presented with a gift through
u fortuitous miskick by Meikle, who at-
tempted to shoot, but the ball went across
goal to the centre-forward, who was able
to shoot into the met. The second goal
was obtained by MELKLE, who got the ball
under coutrol, by using | bis hands, the
Town players alleged, and shot hard
against the goalkeeper's legs, from whence
it glanced into the met. The Town had
a full share of the game afterwards until
the change over, and tho play of tho
right wing would have been good enough
to bave brought more than ome goal
against @ less brilliant goalkeeper than
Kane, who saved hiy charge time and
again when a goal seemed certain.

The sccond ~ hall gosl came from
HAINES, who got the ball after good work
on the right wing, and although there was
time for tackling, the defendera appeared
to leave the task to cach other, and event-
ually the ball was shot against the up-
right, travelled right across goal, hit the
other upright, and then glanced into the

net.

Another goal should have come, if
Meikle had succeeded with a chance from
the penalty shot.. Tirrell fisted out after
a scrimmage when Shepherd was well
beaten. There was plenty of powder be
hind Moikle’s shot. but it came within
reach of Shepherd, and the ball was lifted
over the bar.

The game proved conclusively that Till,
Anderson, Buteher nud Hoar are

THE BEST MEN
for the rizht wing side of thé team, and
Jennings for the centre-half position.
There could be little fault” found with
them, and that was the opinion of the
Pompey officials, players and crowd. Good
as were the Pompey backs, Till was their
equal, if mot better. It 1a too much to say.
that any player's exhilition is without
blemish, but Till's was as near that as
could bé desired. His duels with the home
left wing were often thrilling, and the
facility and ocoolness with which he de-
prived an opponent of the ball were re-
P arkable, He was occasionally inclined
1o Anlly before getting rid, but this fault
o Gow almost’ at o minimum, and the
lttle back la going to win great favour
i the Toyn crowd if he maintains this
form. 2
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aistance would have brought many goals.
Qf the remainder of the team, while wish-

and some of his work wus high-class, but
he has not shed his nervousness, and I
Delieve that if he is equal to Gibbon in
“othier things, the latter’s experience should
put him first, Shepherd may come on
when he hus ripened.

The leit flank gove us much equse for
trepidation, There was not tlie same con-
fidence and nnderstanding there as on the
ather side of the field, They were triers,
of coures, bu Tom Parker brought to bear
his kaowledge of his old colleagues’ weak-
nesses, und ho shrewdly plied the right
wherever possible, and kept the Town de-
fenders an the move. Wirrell plaved fairly
well in the first half, but fell off, and at
no period was in his hest form. I have
some sympathy with the Town captain,
Filg play has neves been sure with Roe
withdrawn from the left half position, for
there: has never been the same under-
standing in defending the left flank when
another has taken Roe's place. It mppears
to me thut we made a wrong sturt, and
Tirrell hag neyver got over it.

Walker was ood in parts, and while he
did better work in this game than against
Brentlord, be is not the sume force in the
Rank as in the middle,

On the left wing there was a slight im-
provement, bul not emough. —Hoten was
just ns anxious to shine against his old
team as was Parker, and his work in
general was improved: but he did not giye
Danskin and Kerr enough work, the formex
cspecially.  Hoten was a dargerou:
dribbler, and he was unfortunate with his
shooting. Danskin lacked opportunity, and
Kerr was too well watched to be ofter
dangerons.

PORTSMOUTH
LUTON TOWN

PORTSMOUTH.—Kane; Probert, Dayiso;
Davles, Parker, Martin; Meikle, Mac
Huines, Watzon, Beedie.

LUTON TOWN.—Shepherd; Till, Tirrell;
Anderson,  Jeniings,  Walker;  Hoar
Kerr, Hoten, Danskin.

Referee: Mr. F. Todman, Croydon.

3 gonly
Nil
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