LUTON TOWN’S HECTIG HALF HOUR

PORTSMOUTH SWAMPED.

KERR'S HAT-TRICK.

—_————
(By “ CRUSADER.”)

LUTON TOWN ... 4
PORTSMOUTH . 1
LUTON, — Gibbon; Anderson, Till;

x’alker, Jeuniugs, Millar; Hoar, Butcher,

err, Hoten, Danskin,
PORTSMOUTH.—Kane; Probert, Davi:
n; Davies, Parker, Martin; Meikle,
ackie, Haines, Watson, Beedie.

Refcree.—~Mr. F. Todman, Croydon,

It was bound to come eooncr or later,
and as it came sooner than we expected,
we were the happier for it, I do not
know if that little article on for-
ward play, written by Steve Bloomer,
and pnmcé in the “‘Saturday Telegraph,”
had been absorbed by the Town vaun-

ard, but it certainly appeared to me
{l‘:nl the open character of the forward
play was wore in keeping w ith the prin-
ciples luid down by the great Inter-
mpational. [ am quite sure, however, that
the combination on Saturday was better,
immeasurably better, than we have seen
it for the last two seasons. Still open to
jmprovement, no doubt, but lr the
spirit of this game is maintained that

provement will come. Compared with
g?mlpey‘s short passing game, which was
clever and attractive up to a point, it

as more effective, and was certain to
%\g goals. Then there was a decided
stiffening in the
defence. The
changes proved to
be for the better.
and  while none £
has better memory |
for the play of &
s Pat " Tirrel] du

sea.
the middle line

definitely  sctt
the Town will
make havoc with G. Butcher.
the  recor of
some of the favourites for promotioa.
We have
NOT A PROMOTION SIDE

h may be

bat if P
E:\-bhs. it 1s by no means too late for
ton to have similar ideas. The Town's
§ on Saturday was the sort of game
t wins promotion, and if the one or
wo weak 8] are strengthened, and the
then t together, we shall be in
run for, supremacy. We have much
y 1o make n% for every point has
be fought for, but on points we are
only three down on the games with the
sante opponents last scason, although the
1 average is worse, there ng 9
{nst 13, as compared with 14 against 11
season. ‘es, we have lime to
ver, but there will have to be no fall-
away from the standard set up to the
pfiture of Portsmouth. That is the
t word, is it not? If ever a team
suffered disillusionment Portsmouth did,
Two or three times during last week my
n:om of the game at Portsmouth were
npared with those of the daily papers.
¥ said litthe, but preferred to awais the
veturn game, and while I ncver antici-
m: that Pompey's defence would
}:Io up to such an extent, I can quite
E;Ux ully say that the Town right wing
d just as mnch of the play at Ports-
mouth as they had on Saturday the only
dilference bzing that the results were not
80 happy. The Town got no sort of jus-
tice from the Press last week. Thev Lave

£t this week.
‘The vpening stages in this were typical
‘:‘m. quality of the game the Saturday
Jore, and so the game might have been
leasantly contested to the end if the
ompey players had kept their heads, but
tirst goal seemed to undo their con-
[dence, the second got on their nerves,
and the third ruptured ome or two
fempers. Not all the blame was on one
’de. nor did all the Pompey men get

rattled,” but there were one or two

VERY MUCH UPSET.

Tom Parker had a great welcome when he
stepped on to the field, and 1 was sorry
that he Bot into bad odour with the
erowd bufore the end, He had a duel
with Hoten in the first half, aund there
was some feeling over it. and in the

second half Tommy laid ont the Town
forward so heavily thai it was sone win
utes before Hoten recoveied. That was
when the crowd began 1o call him names,
ot improve
lenging of
leal

and the Pompey captiin di
matters by his frequent cha
the referce. Mr. Todman is not an

official, but when he sought the opi
of m:lhnmun there was no satisfaction
r Parker. It was a pity, for until the
?....-. third goal no player had been
U . and none better deserved
wamas srffored when he cvuld

admrmred.
but hiv
s Watson and

Davison, and, in less degree, Martin were
also at fault, and that was detriniental to
the side, and play in the second half was
not nearly so interesting as in the first.

The game was won in the first half by
the s=uperior pace and finish of the
Towi's forward play, backed by the
sound defensive work. While Pompey
supplied much attractive design, they
failed to finish off their work. The Town,
on the other hand, wasted no time in
embroidery, but swung the ball about
and tuok the short, straight cut for suc-
cess, There were some qualms for Luton
as soon as the game was started, for
Pompey's right wing ehowed pace and
danger, but this was eventually beaten
back, and the Town made progress. There
was a dismal and long-drawn * Oh!"
when Jennings took a free-kick and
banged the ball towards the corner flag,
but Danskin got thre opportunity of cen-
treing, and as the bal] dropped in the
oal-mouth KERR'S head got to it before

ane's fist, and it was turned into goal,
Davison kicking out from almost the back
of the net, but the referce had seen it
well into goal. This goal was a spur to
both teams, and there were

THRILLS AT EACH END,

the L.uton backs winning much applause,
although the Pompey goal was more often
in dauger, The game had n in pro-
ress 25 minutes when Hoar dribbled and

shot hard. Luckily for Kane the ball
struck Martin's outstretched leg and went
for a corner, Davison conce a second

-kick to stop the first, and Hoar put
the ball to the other end of goal. HOTEN
this time got his Lead in the right place
and turned the ball past Kane, and so
had the joy of scoriug his first goal of
the season againet his old club. While
Pompey were in a * can't-be true " trance,
the Town left wing put KERR through
again. He had Kane well beaten with a
fast shot that struck the foot of the up-
right a?d rebounded. l‘njul lf run
some distance to recover, and, tricki
Parker, he fired in an unstoppable nhla
that put the Town three up and sent Pom-
pey's spirits down to zero.

hiefly through Parker's agency they
got a move on, but the Town defenders
were playing with the confidence that a
big lead inspires, and another goal might
easily have come following grand work
by Hoar and Butcher, but the former
went almost under the bar before tryi
to shoot, and his shot was blocked ..?3
the ball got away. We were a winning
side at the interval.
s st 1w Tomwe, o

n, 'own, after one hot assault
had been beaten od, seemed content (o
take things quietly. They quickly nad
cause to regret, for after some ** messiu
about™ on the Pompey left, the bal
came 10 MACKIE. His shot was on the
mark, but it was a tame one, all along
the ground, with little r-c—. and Gibbon
seemed to have it well covered, but he

ly missed the ball and it went
i.r;i: "l.bo net. Pompey woke up now,

ion was not so

REQUIRED AN ALERT DEFENCE

to thwart (Feir efiorts, but the Town
forwards began to take a hand in the
game n. and after Kane had once
punched out from Hoar, the ball came
to KERR, who spied and correctly found
an opening, and Kane was beaten easily,
An p\n 1, apparently {or “ hands,” was

by the referee  but after his con-
with the linesman the goal was

ompey were allowed a good de
of licence hy the Town mlvugmer lhi:l.
and they wero once almost on the goal-
I'ne, but Gibhon brovgit off a fine save
fThe Towu had she better of the ex-
changes again in the closing stages, but
the end came with the score as above,
Unless the ball swerved from him when
almost in hi; possession, 1 caunct con-
ceive hoy Gibbon failed to stop the shaot
that scored for Portsmouth. His after
noou's work was not arduous, and apart
fiom that fatal instance Le did well.
Anderson played graudly at back, and iiis
confidence is remarkable. [ confess that
I did not like the idea of moving him
from half, but he seems equally at home
in eithee posit'on, and his clean kicking,
tenacious lackling, and fearless challeng-
ing are remarkabic {or one so yougs m
League foothall. Till was gmiticent.
Toe fault of holding the ball was not
once in evidence, and no hetter exposi-
ton 1t he gave could be desired.
There is an old =aying that it is odds on
the man in possession, but Till's work
brought the odds into his favour. He

was a_hopeless rvn’mﬂl‘mn for a man to

pass single handed, and his sure ng.

of beautiful length and accuracy, his
i " defe

g the
sangiroid and
and pace, stamped

le line Jenuings won the
t10se who have never Leen

cy in e
from a ug‘:;l coruer,

‘m as first-
In the mi
Praise cven o

* The hat-trick i3 no edsy accom

able to see one good.feature in his play.
He was
A TOWER OF STRENGTH

in midfield and in defence, and the only
thing left to be desired was a neater
feeding of the forwards, |
initiated many attacks. Walker’s display
was his best as a flank half, and gave
one hope that he is going to settle down
there. He stuck well to die, and he
exflibitad a bt‘uer understanding with
Hoar and Butcher than he has ever done.
Heo is a certainty on Saturday’s form.
Millar was disappointing at the outset.
He seemed over-eager, and it was a con-
silerable time before he could settle
down, but he improved very much and
finished very well. .
Butcher was the brains of the forward
i His contro]l was superb, and his
passing a feature of the game. No
ayer orened up the game with like
acility, because there was none could
think ~ quicker and_control so cleverly.
On form like this he should always be
‘the first and um‘:leslioned choice for
the line, He go- heaps of work out of
Hoar, who played up to it as usuai, but
not one whit better than at Portsmouth.
They were the best wing on view. |
the other flank, Hoten mde further im-
provement, but in his zeal to beat his
old side he often forgot Danskin, who
had not enough work to do, The winger
was non: too smart in midfield, but he
centred well. Like Hoten, Kerr got in
the wars, and this affected his play con-
siderably in the second half, but his
value lay in his work in front of oal.
lishment,
but Kerr will do it again if he is nursed
and with a little better furtune he would
have improved on it.
ocould not blame Kane. He
all that could be expected.
Probert was thy better back, although he
had not the awkward job his colleague
had. Inthe middle line Parker did well
for half-an-hour, but on the game as a
whole Martin was the best, Haines,
“the farmers boy " centre-forward, as
they call him Portsmouth way, might as
well have been going *‘ across a dreary
" He was hever conspicuous except

moor. 4
“for his helplessness against Jennings and

the backs, but his inside ui:u
could not do a lot for him. The best
foiwards were Meikle and Beedie, who
were always fast and dangerous, and the
latter's centres were models.
—_————————

LUTON AMATEURS “A”

Ve
FENNY STARS

(By " LOOKER-ON.”).

The gentleman who supplied me with
(he namies of the visiting team at the Dell
on Saturday unfonunlwl{ put them into
wrong positions, so that there were a
few mistakes in the account which I sent
in to the *Saturday Telegraph.” How-
ever, thers is no harm done, and the
names below are correct.

Lb'I‘ON AMATEURS. — W. Butt; S.
i ickson; J. Williams, F.
‘halkley ; A. Inwoods, C. Lane,
Holdstock, S. Day.

eree: Mr. W. Conquest (Luton). ;
Soon after the game started it was evi-
dent that the t2ams played in different
styles. The locals had a much batter
idea of {ha passing garse, and some of
the work betwesn halves and forwards
was very neat. The visitors dspended on
“ kick and rush ™ progression, but their
afforts munll{ came to a full stop when
their forwards reachsd the home backs,
and Butt was s2ldom tgoubled. Cox, on
the coutrary, workad overtime in tha visi
tors’ goal, and saved shots of all kinds.

He used his feet far more than the
ordinary goalkesper, and with rect
accuracy. His backs worked hard; but

Watson was the best man among the de
fenders, and managed to g2t the ball
away many times. Th2 prassure exerted
the Amateurs bronght its reward aftsr
ut 25 minutes’ play. and before the
intzrval LANE, § “TON. and SMITH
had_beaten Cox. Half-tim
Luton Amataurs 3, Fenny Stars 0.
Thz second ha'f began quietly, but the
local side were to blam- in keeping the
ball too close; whilz individual attempts
wers made to dribble round half-a-dozen
defanders, and some of the players wan
derad far out of wnosition. After a time
ara imnroved, and then the irrepres-
‘e Cox had a lively time. 1 counted
o less than fifte:n good save: made by
him in this half, aud he could not be
blam=1 for the twe goals scor>d by
STOCK. Som= of his saves bor
s, and if there
k in thein, he
noral excellenca of
s halves backed
ball hovered

ware an e'>ment of
dacerved it for the g2
i v, The

! mo«t of the half.
away Hickson

gt

moment.
back to Buti, made a sliy
have 1~d o » goal. Tt was a vites: for
the slde with krowledes of the finer
points of football and an anpraciation
of tha vala of camhination. Final scor::
TUTON AVATEURS s

PENNY STARS [ ]




