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There were fow, thaps, who, X
cudied the conditions that wee Besot 15
Xist at Heading, and Ui fashon o the
ame 4l Luton the previous weszk,
magiued that the Town bad any reeson-
ﬁ;ﬂ :nh:m; at Success. Belwemn Thuss-

EUE moroing I wag 1old
renuently Lhat tla Town's loug a:\.m of
uccess would come to an end, and that

g

teading would be sure to rush’the Tovn
lefence off Uheir legs. Well, wa wexnt and
ound the conditions just about what ve
spected.  One Pressman said that he
lad never seet Lhe ground worse, but I
bivtk i, was worse when we weu. lust
£ason. At tunes during the gawne it
ppeared 4s if Reading mnust win by shear
veight and perssverance, but when the
resruired teams left the Held at the
t’ml:th the Town had the iwo poinis all
Jght.

Lhey were fortunate {n some respects,
but so fur as scientific football was con-
cerned thoy were

THE MORE POLISHED TEAM,
iyl T believe that if Reading had played
Lhe gaine ag it should be played the Town
would hiave won by & larger margin but
there was uot {he balanee and intelll-
getce about thelr work as aboul Luton’s,
and - their robust play carried them
through where they would not otherwiss
have mannged it. Unfortunately M
Gray was prone to allow more v
ghan was hecessary or justifiable at times,
and there wore many incidents that went
unpunished when sietn messures were
desirable. ~ As 1t was, two Ieading
players’ names were taken—Cockeril] ond
Iiggo. Thay deserved it, und Cockerill
was  guilty of a dirty trick for
which there was no excuse of any kind.
It must not be thought, liowever, that the
whaole of the Reading feam were guilly,

, fault could be found with tho
‘one makes u distinction between
and robust Fhu. but {here
many fouls, and Reading might
bai(er if Lhu{' had played the

re and the man le: 7
ng had strongthenad thelr side by
Ing in Davis aud Carney ou thy laft
in place of Grean and Springall,
Smith at outside-rfuht instead of

Qay.
The Town made the itnportant, and, in
isoine respects,
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HAZARDOUS CHANGEH
¢ putting Orr in goal for Qibbon. There
vas no guestion about the improvement
n the Reading team, but pne should be
shary of saying that Orr is an improve-
nent upon Gibbon. However, more of
him later.

The Town had the better of the open-
ng stoges without touching their best.
Wind and mud bothered them, and kicks
were miissed several times. Reading made
many strong attacks when they got going,
nd  Bam Jennings used his extreme
wingers gplendidly. Orr shiowed resolu-
{on and confidence on geveral oocasipns,
and twice made good saves, timing cen-
tres to & nicaty 83 he rushed ont to punch
away. When tha Town got properly at
work they stormed the home goal, ani
Irwin had more difficult shots in five
finutes than Orr had all through fhe
fuxme‘ He eaved at full length from
Kexr and Foar, and punched dway Cen
tres and fag-kicks, while he once caught
& header from Kerr by wonderful judg-
ment and agility. It was after several
narrow escapes of tRelr goal that Reading

t awey ogaln, and only claver work by
Rnderson and Till prevented Sam Jen-
nings and Smith from seoring.

Tn one attack by Reading Anderson.
tiﬁ\pod the ball back to Orz, who got it
all right, but delayed clearing and he
wag bowicd over by Smm Jennings, and
was duged for a few minutes, but pluckily
resumed. - Luton’ put on more pressure.
before the interval, and they were

BVENTUALLY RUWARDED.
Jioten got away on the Jeft and centred
earefully into the gonlared. After ong or
fwo pusses Hoar gob in & hot shot which
Triwin saved, but the ball came out again
to HOAR, aud hp crashed in a hurricane
<hot that Trwin never saw, The force
was so groat that the bail tore through
the net, struck the woodan (fence, and
{lion robounded into the arent. Ag Hoar
{urned round and the Town playeis were
running towatds him {o congratulate him,
Harry Cockerill deliberately kicked him
on the knee. There itls an ugly rush
at him Ly acveral of the Town players,
but ho skulked away, The referes un-
fortunately, had his back to the scens,
and eo wag not in 8 position to take the
proper course. Thls goal came on ihe

stroke of the interval.
Tn the second half the 'I‘viv;\ él (\;ura hard
s,

hind not recoyered from the bamp
he got in the Arst half, ho Gould-not gab
it far oway, and the Town halves and.
backs hod ‘to. ply. B pirennous gume.
Whenpver (hey got, going the Town for-

were Vvery dangerous, and Irwin

snved scviml good Eilx“'m' dwhﬂ:; T
through apd Wi

Bt FErk 'ulﬁ.ank ranga-when Egg‘;




y the wunler of raids on the Luton |
- : o ils Qo on
goal, for sheer uuscules (oron caried |
“ﬂm ihrovgh ou mapy ocossions. It is

)éudu u;ﬂin'e thel: eredit ior their
mlgh’1 ea'elv naq struggle, and they
ught easily have equalised bad they

STEADIER IN FRONT

l[k:iexhl'owu eserved
raight guite easily - seared
goals in eush hili, snd nenme
thought themn lucky goals,

L of the supporters will by now
}.‘:re seeu Orr, the new goalkeeper, but
the first impressions should be given
before anyihing is written of his second
plsgme, e does not look as big as
sbbon, and \here is nothing iu his
Gppearauce to suggest that le is a
f.:mpu[i, but. m; gaufe had noi been long

gress whelt 1 way impressed by
his " confidence T0n b

> | x beibg a very
promising player, likely, with goud for-
Lun% 10 be of the type of Reg Willians,
of Watford. He was lithe and active,
and took position well. Thres or four
times he ran cut and fisted the ball away
‘when a fraction of a secund would Laye
Ioeant thar the ball would have been met
by au opponent's head. There were Lwo
oceasions, howevar, when he shook cou-
;ﬂl‘lence. In the firsy half when he was
imocked oul be hsd tie to get the ball
wwvay before Sum Jennings charzed Lim,
but Tie held on and
TRIED TO DODGE,

and that is pever a safo thing when
lennings is about. Soie were inclined
to blume the Keading player, bui I am.
Sure that if & Town piayer Lad done the
smme thing no fault would have beeuw
found with him. Orr invited a charge
by Lolding on and this Little experience
silould do ligi & lot of good as teaching
him to get rid guickly, The otlier was
wheén he pulled down the ball to an
Upponents feet, when it would have been
wise to 1ift the ball over the top. He
will shed these deficisncies as he gets
older, and 1 think he will justify the
confidence Teposed in him. ~ He ne
also to cultivate a stronger kick, for his
goal-kicke were very short. 1 am con-
vineed that he will improye rapidly.
The backs were as safe as could be ex-
peoted on such a ground, Their tackling
was lion-hearted, their powers of re-
oovery mmazed the Reading players
and supporters alike, and there ware
fow shots av: the Town goal fro1

Tangs. The Idekine was a3 surt as ever,
although the Jength suffered whon the
ball bocame leadsn in welght, but ihey

covered each other well, The grandeur
of Will Jennings was demonstrated in
the second , when Reading were
putting in all they kndw. His
COURAGE AND EXAMPLE
inspired the whole teaw, and he played
with unflagging zeal, and was a capinin
in the full sense of the word. Walker
onece more played flnely aogainst a
craity wing, and alt‘hm:izh Carney often
got clear, the understanding with Ander-
Son was such that if one were beaten
tho other was in the way, He also
worked nicely with the Town right wing.
Millar put up a much better gime than
the previous week, and although he found
Bmith an elusive customer, he was most
Jifficult to beat, and in the second hall
{'he was g prominent factor during Read.
ing’s hottest assaults. ~The Town right
was the botter again. Hoar was
the best forward on the field, his centre:
and shooting being of the best. He oved
much to Green, who was not so mercuria
a8 in.the previous game, al
nlendid dribbling and passing, and one
: :Eob of his deservad s goal. Bufcher wa:
| handicapped: by the heavy golng, bu
| his value was sesn in the second half
when he frequently brought relief to- the
Town defence by opening ouf the game
| Hoten put up a strong game and held hi
| own against hefty opposition, while h
| centred botter than usual. Kerr was h
‘| o restrained mood, and got few oppor
| funities for shooting, bui he 'has neve
| played cleverer initintive football. Hi
giuttlbuuon was 50 per cent. better tha
| hsual, and he showed nice nnderstandin
with his colleagues. §
| ¥ For Reading Irwin keph goal finely

§

- || Girang was & clever back, and was seldot
1 | at fault; Messer played 4 splendid gam
| ot centre-half, and Wilson was nearly a
5| good.  Bam Jennings was the only fo:
s | raxd with a shot in his boots, but Lot
\| Smith and Cerney were smarl winger:
|~ There were niof 3,000 gpeotators presern
r | when ths teams turned out, but th
> | orowd increascd. and the official f

, | showed an atténdance of 4,408, and th
1 | receipts £240. o
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