GILLINGHAM'S GALLANT
STRUGGLE.

LUTON FAIL TO SCORE

IN

FIRST MATCH.

CLEVER DEFENDERS.

LUTON TOWN
GILLINGIIAM ooy W
LUTON.—Biookes; Anderson, Johnson;

Walker, Jennings, Mills; Hoar, Shankly,
Brown,
HAM. — Foxi Rolnison,

Marshall, Davies, Hook; Chance,
. Wilkinzon, Hall, Berry,

Referes.—Capt. A. Prince-Cox, Bares,

1t is well to defer counting the chickens
@mtil thev arc hatehed, but, apparently,
some hundreds of the supporters of the
Sown bad done so, consequently many of
@bem loft the field long before the end
@f Whis, the first 1 ue game of the
season. In rejoning the practice games,
$ was made perfeetly clear in  these
golmns that it would be unwise to make
& more definite conniitment than that
he second team matches promised to be
pmore attractive than here fore, and,
Fudging the result wut  Portsmouth,
@bere is likelihood of that promise being
fulilled. That by the way. Diffidence
B expressing an opinion as 10 the advis-
ebility of wholesale changes i the first
Seamm was (ue to the fact that the Town
Seam last scaeon was beiter than most
of e followers recognised, and therefore
smore difficult to improve than wae gener-
Sliy Lelivved. Proof of this was forth-
@oming on Saturday, for the Town failed
o defeat n side that had

* ALL THE MISFORTUNE

guing. So, too hastily, wany spectators
Bamed the directors in no measured
@erns for not choosing the best team,

Welt, 1 do not think all of us would
agree with the selection made by any ten
supporters, because it would be imjos
pible to find unity ol thought and judg-

snent concerning the merits of the players
$ndividually or collective A writ-
1! Torr: before the 1o m
but 1 hope the d
into panic cl
because Aas ot e
of themsclves or the folloy 3
t changes must be made is patent,
not to the extent that many suggest.
torrentinl rain of the first halt mili-
fated against th> quality of the play. It
egqualised tters a little.  Of course, it
1 illi would have
ved 1 had  the
weather rerained fineion the other hand
eontrol was brought to a winimum by
She effect of the raiu.
On the run of the play the Town should
Bave won hand=ome esjecialiy in the
second hali, but the absence of ligent
fol q play di 1 all the 1d
supenivrity, and, truth to el
Mwas the pressure, goals werc always
or away than appeared (0 sjectators,
Gillingham fielded a team that wae

PRACTICALLY UNKNOWN,

ec-
nges

Millwall is chosen

the

Xhey sccm to lave rea

wichest fruit grow.
thiey intraduced unknown quantit
were rewarded happily for their enter
Their defence carned the point
y took away, and had their jorward
Jine remained unimpaired it is possible
at the shock to the Town mizht have
much more severe. Wilkinson was
her badly hurt early on after a da

1

start, and for eigl minutes  he
could do little save k the ball when
#t came to him. Berr, wourivg 1o

cover the deficiency, wa

ali, and Brown alco <uficred a

ittle. The rest, however, redoub’el th

and concentrated on defence-—a

poliey of which r could  complain
the eircumstanees.

‘?o visitors went off with rare dash,

seemed

to get into their stride at

once, but a considerable portion of the
half had gone ere the Town settled
D\Iﬂnslh period we saw cnough

of the Town defence to fecl few qualms
that direction, for Brookes and his
and ugh the halves

did  well

wore slower, they eventually
The onus

enough to relieve anxiet
thus fell upon the forwards, and neither
medividuaslly nor as a line did they
justity themselves. Combinatian was

cally nil, the inside men seemed
in each other's way, were slow of
ion, and

LACKING THRUSTFULNESS
in front of goal, .

In the closing stages the Town almost

overwhelmed the visitors, but the in-
ability to drive home the attacks was
pantul.  Hoar and Brown put across
many centres, but the shootinz was poor,
and “usually emothered by the backs.
Now and then the visitors made raids,
and Hall and Brown were very danger-
ous anywhere near goal, for they bustled
well, ;nd worked with ¢ understand-

0

ing. end came hout &core,
Gillingl were a_ very big lot of
fellows, and if the side could be kept

togethor they would finish higher in the
League than any side of the Kent club
for many ons, Fox is a goalkeeyer
good envugh for any club, and, as last
vear, had much to do with the success
of s side. Robertson and Butler were

st acks, an was just
about the best of the six middle men
engaged, although the lengthy Hook

played a splendid game, and Davies has
great possibilities, Marshall and Davies
and the former is from
Hall was the pick of the
rt before
hem but

are youngsters,
a junior club,
forwarda, but Berry was very
he got hurt, and net one ol
showed xkill and dash.

Of the Town Brookes leit no question
of doubt in the minds oi the sugporters.
Two of saves alone stamped ﬁ... as a
cool, judicious keeper, and only a man
of agility and long reach could l’uvc pre-
vented a score, Anderson was

THE MOST POLISHED PLAYER
field. Even avhen the ball was
and (he grass worse, he rarely
glw elightest error. His Kicking was

« his tackling clean and sure.

on the
M ¢

Johnson was safe enough as a rule, and
¢ to balloon

apart gfrom a tendenc, the
ball, e did well.
of the spectators to Jennings indicates
that they have neveP forgiven him fov

having “lmﬂl against Lu once upon
a time, bt the Town captain, who only
on transgre-«ed the laws by trippii

an opponent, won over the sensible o
Jookers by his heroic endeavour to force
a definite result. He was the potent force
in midfield. Walker played with hi
customary coolness and was not lacking
enterprize.  With Jenniugs he worked
rernl openings, and _ultimately wade
efforts in attack.  Mills was not the
suecess at left-hall that he has been at
right-half, and 1 did not see how he
could improve nu‘hi< !\I:«_‘, in the practice

games. Nevertheless he improved as the
game wore on, and little fanlt could be
found with bis di<play.  He kept the

b
fa

| down well, and the only disquieting
tor ‘was the apparent Jack of under-
standinz on the leit Hauk. but that was
not his fault

In giving Sl Reid
THE LEADERSIIP

af the attack the dircctors must have
bheen woved by two reasons—that it w
a popular choice, and the it
Welshinan deserved it on his form in the
e owas slew in getting
towias the ¢
Davies

Agninst the six-foot
overshadowed, and his
and enterprise were abeent. He w
betier than thi«. Neither didghe inside
wen help him a lot. Shankly wits pretty
ool in the first hall, the most danger
ous in front of goal, 1 ening out,
Hoten was thrustful. be:
shot of the game, but
well, =0 Biown got none teo
chances.  Ax a wing, however, they bad
the wore opportunitics, ‘or Hock s
hiwseli out to doz Hoar, and the Te
rizht-winger, under t cirenmatined
did well o get the ball across as often
as he did.

One shonld not expect (oo much from
the tirst game, and the 8,500 jectators
will see better form before the end of
this wonth, T am certain.

Capt. Prince-Cox officiatsd very, very
much better than we have known him
to do o previously, but his * casy ™ atti-
tude t 1s i ing was uot conduci

w pecfoct football




