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Aflter four games we mav take stoek
Iwore seriously, and I believe T am voicing
the opinion of the  vast majority of the
3pectators by saying that there 13 scant
hope that the team, as at present consti-
tuted, will reach o high position in the
Lea.gue. some have stated that the team
13 the worst we have had since the war,
and there is a gloomy and crizzly atmos-
phere wherever the game is discussed,
whether it is in the tonsorial establish-
ment where matches are won before they
are played, or in those places where zather
the loyal followers who never g0 to the

matches except to see. Luton win. If opti-
migm 18 an oftence,  then I am incor-

rigible. 1 am not, nor have heen, any-
thing like convinced that we have a cham-
pionship side, but 1 believe that we have
many splendid players, and that we shall
have a chance of reaching the heizhts
provided the right combination i3 secured.

That is the great trouble—to find the

balance, the fit of individual ability that

will make the successful side. At present

there is not one department that is thor-

oughly sound, and not halt the players
have achieved the acme of their form.
new men have not fulfilled the promise
they showed in practice matches, and the
old players have not shown their average
form of last season. These fact’s have to

be digested, whether we lhike them or noft,

but, to be quite candid, I am not going

to subscribe to the view that the.players
are of poor quality. We have good men,
and when the right combination is secured
1 am sure they will do well. The Town
are not alone in early distress. - What of
Swansea Town? -The clubs the Town have
met were in lowly positions last season,
but they have taken steps to improve their
teams, and Gillingham, Bmlrnemouth a_lld
Exeter are not going to be candidates for
re-election this seasoun. 'They have rTecog-
nised the fact that if big men do not
necessarily win championships, they are
some sort of guarantee against failure, In
each of the cames with those (:lt‘lhﬂ. the
Town have played the better foothall.
None will deny that. The trouble has
heen that they have -not beea .able to con-
gummate the work by scoring goals.

All sorta of suggestions have bee’n
qdvanced as to the cause of the lown's
lack of success, and among them‘ even
nhysical unfitness has Dbeen _ment.wue(_l:
How on earth anyone can think that 18
bevond wme. One player has not_ th_e
stamina of another, but as a team 1% _15
only necessary to polint out that in each
came the Town have played tliey have
been pressing hard at the finish, whereas
the opponents have been 1_11_'(-*t-ty well u_sed
ap. That alone disposes ol ra.uy -reﬂectmg
on Fred Westgarth’s work., The long an
+l1e short of it is that the coaching hand
iz necessary in order to get the best com-
bination. Compared with the jteal:lilla
already met, the Town players are HI;LL y
too. and the tactics to bhe f&ced haﬁre Ten
a punisning pace, and then a conce.!n ra-
tion on defence., We haye seen that in

avery gaine.

it was so at Boscombe on Saturday, for

the work of the Town, so lar as the condi-.

tions would permit, was: better than that

of the home side, and improyed marks-

manship would have meant alr:ertmin ;vuill
I, seems to gne. that o }week 3 hazd} VA

practice, with special _reierem:e .t? Brmnlt{
ing, would do a heap ol gpor..l, but _lt ?\Olzlt]{
disturb the training routine. l_ﬁ 1t wmi;
it? Would it reduce stamina and apeed:
[f there is no immediate improvement in
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the play, T see no other meana
the desired efficiency.

AT BOSCOMBE.
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Luton should have won at Boscombe on

Saturday after they had recovered from

the disadvantage of having to 20 straight |

on to the ground after the long train

Journey. The defence Sustained severe

pressure in the early stages, and Brookes,

his backs and half-backs, were splendid
during a trying time, for they were facing
the breeze and a driving rain, When they
had overcome this rough experience they
went about their work so well that with
improved marksmanship they should have
had a commanding Ilead at half-time,
whereas the score sheet was blank.
COCKLE opened the score with a heauti-

tul header from Hoar’s centre after clever |

work by Mills, and a8 Brookes had 1not
been called upon in the twelve minutes
that had elapsed from the interval, it
appeared that the Town would win. A
desperate rally by the home side brought
the equuliser, however, for in a misunder-
standing between Brookes and Anderson,

| MILLS got the ball, shot against the bar,

and the ball rebounded, struck the pros-

The

trate goalkeeper’'s head and thence went
into the net. Dalliande by a
gave the home team the second =oal three
minutes later, for Mills, bustled 1o such.
purpose that a scrimmage ensued and
DAVLEY netted. T

Thereatter the Town were the better side,
and in the closing stages pressed enough
to have won, but the ®shooting was
extremely poor, and they retired defeated.

AT LUTON.

Not one of the supporters would dis-
agree with the assertion that if the Town

forwards had 8hot with anything like
average precisien and promptitude on

Monday night, Exeter’s goal average would
have shown a big deficit. As it was, Bailey
gave a splendid display in the Exeter goal,
aud that, with the wretched shooting of
the Town forwards, enabled Kxeter' -to
share the points. Less than two minutes
irom- the start, COMPTON got away and
beat the defence withh eagse to surprise
Brookes with a ground shot that went
through a narrow channel between the
keeper and the post, and when the goal-
keper least expected Compton to shoot. 1
doubt 1f the KExeter player intended it to
go just then, but the ball found its true
billet. At rare intervals afterwards,
kixeter had the Luton goal in similar
danger, with Compton as the ring-leader,
but the pressure on the Exeter goal was
persistent and heavy, and Bailey must
have been truly thankful when the end
came. In the last half-hour, most of his
colleagues were helping him to keep Luton
at bay, and did it so well that only two
minutes of the forty-five remained when
SHANKLY headed the equaliser from a
corner xick taken by Hoar. How narrowly
the Exeter goal escaped time after time is
} bevond description, but Bailey.did extra-
ordinary things, and time alter time kept
the ball out when it seemed bound to
score. . IForwards, halves and backs were
shooting, but few doing it well, and the
end came with the points shared. |

COMMENTS. ' RO 0o e e
Naturally there was not the difference
between Bournemouth and luton as
between Luton and Exeter in the propor-
tiou ol play. At Boscombe I T{h._"“ghﬁ the
Tywn should have won 'because of the
better all-round play when they had
weathered the stormy first half, and
hecause the goals that won the game
should never have heen scored. In the
Exeter ganie it was quite -diﬂ'el‘eﬂt_. "The
balance of play was so largely in the
Town's favour thait it élloz;it_ld;_,fly}vg,ﬂ.bf%g
epsured by ~a beavy, crop 0 20als,
ﬁ,ﬁ?&s ptﬁ"goal&eil ﬁ:]h Spsuimlbe.
Acainst Exeter he wab “deceived over the
goul against him, but hardly _l_nlul‘ne-
worthy., The backs did well congidering

B s ogr he condi-
ate of the ground, ‘u‘nd t _ |
lz?f;wﬂdﬁnderson was playing finely until  ance reached 6,000.

defender |

3

wds the poor shooting.

-carnle.

“WIN.

he got hurt, and just how badly he was
hurt is proved by the fact that he is pot
likely to play hefore Monday. It appeared
as 1f. his knee were hurt, but it was Lis
ankle, sprained during a tackle. 1t was
hard Iuck. Till also- played well, and
there was little to choose between ‘hem.
The "absence of Anderson from the crame
on Monday probably had some bearing on

the result, for Graham was very uncer-
tain for a long time., In a measure e was

partly responsible for the goal Excter got,
because Compton had too casy amn oren-
ing. That seemed to unsettle Graham, but
alter giving us a few gqualms, he went into
his work with the grit and resolution that
(8 natural to Mm and that won him his
place. Not alone on Graham was the
blame, however. Compton got morce lati-
tude in the first half than was desirable.
Every time he got the ball he was dan-
gerous, bat in the second half Walker waa
more attentive, and kept upon him very
closely, so his chances were neutralised

nccordingly. At Boscombe, Walker did
better than on Monday. Jennings again
played with great determination and

wholeheartedness, and the only fault that
could he recorded against him was that
N)  common among  half-backs to-day,
putting passes in the gir inotead of keep-
ing the ball

ON THE GROUND. |

A8 a spoiler he is excellent, and if he
would keep the ball down instead of ‘loft-
ing it 80 often, his critics would not have
one. argumentative leg to stand. on,

although, doubtless, some of them would
muahe a few more of the artificial sort. On
Monday Mills guve his best show to date,
and the more seen of him the more liked |
1 his play. Mde was rather slow in
settling down at Boscombe, but he did fine
work later, and against Exeter he was
splendid. 'Of the forward work at Bos-
combe and against Kxeter, one Mg fault
'The passing was |
often very good, and the speed enough to
satisfy any reasonable supporter, and I
anr quite convinced that had the shooting
been up tc the average, we should have
heard nothing about the poor play of for- |
wards or halves or backs. The crowd’s
great need is goals, and then more goals. -
When this important phase ol the rame

13 1mproved, we shall cease to hear talk
about the need for a new middle line or

new backs. And the average supporier 14
apt to overlook the number of chances
missed. If the chances are made, then
there is not much wrong with anything
other thaa the shooting if egoals do not
I'ne 'Town forwards had more
chances in every game than thelr oppo-
nents, and the middle line would escape
blame, if not feeding properly, if the for-
ward shooting was good. The chances
have been there, and it only remains for

THE DEFECTIVE SHOOTING

to be remedied in order to relieve half-
backs and backs from much of the blame
that 18 apportioned to themn, for, natur-
ally when the attack fails, then the defence
8 expected to remain intact, and there 13
lces forgiveness for qefenders than for
uttackers. Only on2 change was made in
the forward line for Monday's gaine, and,
I daresay that Ralph Hoten expected it.
He is not in his beat form by a long way.
Keen had dash enourh ut Boscombe, but
missed chances, but on Monday he was not
30 prominent, and appeared cumbrous. I
think he would improve by full trawning.
Dennis gave a good show in each game,
and was always making opportunities,
and he and Hoar, although Sid is not yet
on his top form, put across plenty of good
centres 1n each game, and ecapecially
against Exeter. Cockle's goal at Bos-
combe was a brilliant effort, but he missed
chances, and he was not so good in his
general play on Monday, but good enough
to be persevered with. Shankly’'s intro-
duction on Monday was desecrved, and 1
am glad he scored. None deserved it
better. Provided the inside forwards com-

|

‘bine opportunism with their general work,

I am sure the deapondency of the sup-
porters will speedily vanish. It is that,
and that alone, that makes all the differ-
ence hetween victory and defeat. =
Mr. E. Butler, the veferee, did fairly well'|
at Boscombe, but Mr. Stott showed up s0
well on Monday night that we shall want
to see him again. He is the type of
referee that is very, very badly needed,.
At Boscombe and at Luton the attend-
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THE CASUAL SPECT

reople who arrived . late . at  Monday's
ratch and left early are to be pitied, for
| they missed all that .was rteally worth
seeing. It is doubtful, however, whether
all who arrived in good time saw Exeter's
goal scored. Some of them proba})ﬁwoke
up to the fact that the visitors had scored,
without realising how. It was all done so
quickly. U Crusader ' seems to have
measured the time ag ninety seconds, and
presumably his observation —was well-
founded. Brookes must have wondered
how 1t was done. Compton did not. ex-
plain, but occasionally tried the same
thing on again in later stages of the
match, Sometimes he must have made the
Luaton supportierg shiver, but he never
quite suiceeeded 1n repeating this perform-
ance. He is-a left winger to be watched,
however, and watched closely, and other
reame who entertain Exeter will do well
to keep a weather eye on him.

[t was an opening which promised an
exciting match, but developments were dis-
appointing, and it was a good thing that
there was a firm referee 1n charge of the
game. Otherwise we might .have seen a
dirty zame adopted once the wvisitors had
secured the lead. But a foul on Sid Hoar
did not pass unnoticed, and phe offender
was promptly spoken to. A minute or two
later Exeter were again pulled up for a
breach of the rules, and the (:1'0}&?([ seemed
to be of opinion that he was cu_llt-tﬁ a good
referee. Later there were times when
there seemed to be a thousand refereces in
one corner of the ground, but the onec who
was 1n the middle did very well without
their aavice or ussistance, und probabiy
hetter than any of the onlookers could

haye donge.

T'hen Exeter adopted the Safety First
policy of kicking out on the slightest
nxcuize and wasting time. Two bualls were
pat over the. house-tops in quick succes-
sion, and a third bad to be requisitioned.
But what was still more noticeable wus

-the dilatoriness with which a throw-in wag

taken, particularly if the ball had first to
be fetched. It was not unnoticed by the
referee, who once whistled sharply to make
the visitors get a move on, and from the
way he consulted his walch it is to he
assumed that he was noting things to
Justify an extension of the 45 minutew.
Not till ten minutes before the interval
did Luton really look like scorimsz. Then
Bailey, who had been dealing well with
anything which came his way, dropped a
hot one, and anyone who had followed up
would have had a very easv chance.

In the second half Bailey was the saviour
of his side, although once he must have

wondered why the ball atill stayed outside
the net, He had made some really fine
sayves, but there came a time when he was
on the ground and had not got the ball or
got it away. Apparently the Luton for-
wards were all too excited for anyone to
do the right thing at the right moment,
and a very promising prospect faded away.
Had theyv scored then they might well have
won eventunally, for they played very
hnelv uD.t-O*'-a,r point. This point was just
4 few vards from the net, and an carly
eoal xv()[lld'p-.l"ﬂb&bl.y bave ziven them the

inspiration for some more. But the final

effectiveness was lacking, and the little bit
of luck which might have turned the
scales did not matecrialise. Shots which went
netwards found Bailey thyexze; others which
mizht have had the erstwhile Luton goalie

Compton and Bailey in the team.

ATOR AGAIN,

heaten went just outside: and many more
were never attempted, because just at the
crucial] minute the Ixeter defence was
allowed to dominate the position.

Meanwhile - Exeter were kept fairly
penned in, and kicked out almost mono-.
tonously. © Again two balls went into the
wilds in quick succession. Perhaps it was
good tactics, but it ‘was not good sport.
Perhaps they were a little bit afraid. As
things turned out, they had good reason.
There was a long series of those * corners
which came to nought,” as the regular
criticg say. Then one suddenly did come
to something. Shankly’s head happened to
be in the way, and Bailey wasn’'t. He.
didn't have the chance to be. Luton were
level, and the crowd indulged in a due
amount ol vocal exercise. 8 S T

Then Lxeter obviously had the wind up.
There was only a minute or two to go,
and they did everything possible to “play
for keeps.” They succeeded, hut they had
a very desperate task to malntain thefr |
unbroken record. What a pity Luton could
nat show equal enterprise in the earler |
stages of the game!

Then they mlight |
have got thelr first two points out of one |
match, and Exeter might have gone home
with their taule down, 2 i = Ti e
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They must have heen very gl.:,d t,heyua,q |

Because this casual critic has peen ta |
matches on two successive Mondays, it |
must_not be assumed that he 15 in danger
of becoming a victim of the disease which |
takes people to the Town ground on every |
available opportunity: but it certainly |
saturday! 5 R o S
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