" FOOTBALL

"LUTON’S VISIT TO READING

e ——

Hat-trick by Home Player.

(By CRUSADELR.) |

It was worth the visit to Heading 1o sce
thie burst of sunsghine at three oclock, We |
had come throngh o lot ol radfi, and |
arriviid at the Herkshire town to find
" dliee overcist, aopd 0 j_s‘r-:mudr that, a8
expected, wur heavy in parts. I'here WilE
guite i stromg muster of Luton directors,
sessrs. Gibbs, Mouse, Pryor and Godlrey,
. d8 well ne Mr. Chas. Ureen. No wonder
“the sun ciame out fu strength. The pro-
‘glumme toid us that Horry Higginbotham
" had been an inspiration to the Reading
¢ mide in their esuecess dt Charlton L'I'Ill
Haturday, wmd that larry Cockerill algo |
played well. ‘Both were in the tenm, and
‘the Town fclded the side that lost at
- Swindon.

EADING.—Duckworth; Eggo, McCon-
nell; Wilson. Mesger, Cockerill; Smith,
- Higginbotham, Fergusson, Bruithwaite,
- Bpringell.

- LUTON.—Brookes: Johnson,  Griham;
Mille, Walker, Millar; Hoar, Shankly,
Berr, Denimeg, Browu. .
Referec: Mr. A, L. Grinstend, East Hom.
Eeggo won the toss, and the Town had
qaw-thn glaring sun _ ond o &tifdgh
wese. Reading at once made headway,
ut were repulsed, and Depnis prettily
t Brown away., ‘The winger »should.
ianve centred but he dallied and wue
a?h{ul.-uml the * Biscuitecrs ' mude  pro-
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' press, Brookes saving under the bar, and
FPergusson- lost n good chanee when he
v ghot over f[rom cloge ahge. * Hoar wis
ping through merrily when badly fouled
% McConnell, but the free Kick was got
Caway. Another dash by Reading was
“ natled " by Grahom and Millar, und then
the Town by npice pasding got down and
Duckworth had to save, A corner Wik
forced and this was well placed by . Hoar,
Rennis headed the ball forward, but
- ‘Bhankly put over the bar. The Town were
laying well togethier, nud the ball wos
: Kupt. in the home half for o long period.
' Then the referee had to etop the gume for
' a few moments while he
~ REBUKED SPECTATORS
behind the home goul. Jolipson cleverly
held up the home left wing, and Eggo
did the same for his side, while Wilson
put in some strong tackling, in the course
of which Dennis was injured and had to
ldave the fickd, While he was off Reading
%Iml:kml_ hotly and forced 2 coroer, from
which Brookes punched away. but Mills
was fortunate to get in the way of a hot
drive from Mecseer, and o loud appeal for
& penalty for “ hinds "' was ignored. 'The
‘* Hiscuiteors ' kept play in the Luton
lmlf for o littie while, and when Dennis
réesumed and essayed to send Brown away
the lattar was wrongly pulled up for
offside. Higginbotham made a flying dive
16 pet at 0 centre  from. Cockerill; and
then Moar and Shankly mastered the
oppoaition, and the former cut right
acroes to Brown, who won a corner,
~ which was well placed, but the ball was
serambled awipy. A decision against. Mills
enabled Higginbotham to win a corner,
[rom which Messer shot over. There wag
| - +MUCH AMUSEMENT :
when the Town right wing was Jockeyed
offside, and a corresponding indignation
when Grabam eserved. . Smith o similar
trick. At the end of half an hour the
Town “were quite holding their own,
althoungh Higginbotham once went through
and shiot a foot wide from long range. A
warm attack by Reading found Brookes
in position for o hepder from Fergusson. |
A bit of " old soldier” h%' Higginbhotham
when he handled the ball down on the
ground was not overlooked by the referec,
but the Town could make no headway.
pisees going. awry, and the hgme. team
pressing almost continucusly. The Town
right wing endeavoured to work an open-
ing, but were expelled, and seven minutes
before the interval Springell got away
and centred. Higginbotham pushed the
ball across to BRAITHWAITE. who shot
witbout ~ hesitation from fifteen yards
range, and Brookes was beaten all” the
way. The Town halves were again show-
ing signa of collapse, and Springell was
allowed to go through entirely
ON HIE OWN.
He centred, and while the Town defence
apponled for offside against Higginbothiam
the ball was nnappui up by Yerguseson,
and but for the vigllance of Millar
another goal wonld probably have
acerued. He ‘bowled over the attacker,
and the ball went out. Hoar and Shankly
made another raid, the former dodging
several opponents to give Bhankly u
cleyer _liﬂﬂvﬂ,. but fhe latter shot wide.” The
interval came immediately alterwards
with the score: S

BIEETIINES - ik £OR]
BREIVUN TOWN: ... ohnie. Nik

Immediately the game was restarted
Reading made headway, and Brookee had
to hpndle in the first minute. Then
Oraoham and Johnsoun ench checked dan-
gerous ralds, in which Springell was the
leading spirit. The Town could not get
oo bt all, and there wae uo concerted
¢ifort. The referee made a mistake when
he gave & goal kick to Luton when
‘Graham sent the ball behind, but he
ghould bave given a free kick against
8mith. The Town got a footing in the
home half after eome time, but they
showed no sort of passing, and whenever
Lhere was u chance they were given offeide.
Hoidr @id not ger o tonch of the ball for
nearly ten minutes after the restart, and
then Shankly took the ball and paseed
inside, but Higginbotham fell hnl'g and
c¢leared. ‘I'welve minntes after the restart
DRAITHWAITE took & paes from Sprin-
gell, and althougn he Jost - possedsion
temporarily, be regained, and, shootiug
suddenly. he beat Brookes aquite unex-
pectedly with
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R A D Moty S woats
Froves=d COMMENTS.

Again we had “ a balf-hour team.” and
again there wag pothing whatever in the
play to indicate guch a wargin at the
fnish. Readiug have a better side than
lagt seafon, muach better, but they are
little more than &4 ' wik at home, lose
WWaAy side. Th were  bigger  and
stronger than the Towm, but the main
regson tor Lheir soocess was the better
undestanding they dd. Their defence
wad notl impreseive, thouch vigorous, and
theé middie men were ail hard workers,
with esome degree of merit.  Cockerill
played quite & necfcl game, but Wilson
was the hest. Their forwards were fast
and svmang the tull abont, - and Higein-
botham,: who played a really spoerting
Same. was a4 coraftsman n the way he
mitinted attack.

Brookes had no chance with the third
f;:,l, but Gpinion was diyided goneerniog

other. two. whith were regiitered by
snap &hots, He might kave got the ball
farther away in his clesrances, Johnson
and Uraham agite made & plucky resis
&ﬂa but once more were u‘rur%;uﬂeﬁlﬁﬁ.

’ had - no Fujperior - e ,
althougii Rhé_ did balloon- a tﬁﬂé.'md be
miade valiant eflorts te turn the tide
Johpeon aleo did well until! the last
iwenty minntes, when he got rather shaky.
Al hall-back there was no differcnce from
Mﬁﬂ%:ﬂpt that Millar played a little
better, his vold was net »0 had. Hear
wounld have n the mnast dangerdus [or-
ward conld have got the bhadl, but it
seldom went his way Demnie did splendid
work until lnjuﬁ. and was a trier after-
wards, The others were moderdte. and
therd was ne combivation a! all. A neljce
able Iactor, howeter, was the manner m |
which the mu d diverted the ball in odd

WA, or titpes the referee
examined the ball. . i
- What the ctors will do for Saturday’e
5::1 with A + E'befther know por

to p hat step will have

ta be taken te " iin.m:n; team. unless |
:‘ lw;mh o A that it is ;uﬁr'iﬂ:t

Fo L s canlent ™man
anywhere in t:h engue. Infjurles have |

unted for wl, It i= b but
not for all the tronk udt.lhhu:htnui
Jaced is tha: the gnality of the plav is a2

is
long way iwlow whai we he fer or
: L will pot sar me in 1t
iv changes Tor Falirda u-i

pome with Aberdare
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