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A St e log 10 ones whims
predilections, the blame 18 impased upon
01 er other department, apen  the
”“-‘:HHH?U%EHI by the directorate, and upon
Fh"’ training methods, Every Eupporter has
h'fﬂ particunlar ideas as to the hest coin-
bination, and thinks all gthers ,
_ MORE OR LESS ABSURD.
O all the partics to the failure, I think
the directors are most blamed, and wvet
havf the best answer to the charge. Wh y
don'y youw play this.or that man?” iLhey
Il{ﬂ-?ﬂhe asked. And the answer ia “ Tried
him.,” Apd the trainer may bLe challenged,
and his answer would be, *1 gei them fit,
and you cannot find any team that, as a
t\ihuie. finishes more stromgly than the
Town." This leaves only the players, and
the onus must rest upon them. Few of
themi have plaved up to their reputations
—old and new players alike. Some of them
have suffered the misfortune of injury, and
others have suffered loss of form. All, Il
am sure, have doue their best, and any |
suggestion to the contrary is unjust,
The comparative failure is due, I think,
mainly to two things in about equal pro-
portion: The falline off in 1middle 1line
strength, and the lack of thrustfulness
and eflicient markamanship forward, The
one, of course, acts adversely upon the
other. What is the remedy? Short of
getting new players, which is impossible
with the excheguer ™ ifs present state,
there appears to be two ways in which
improvement might be effected. Batur-
day's gzame showed conclusively that all
the first need—not the only one—was in

FPINISHING POWER.

The combination was open to considerable
improvement, it is true, but 2o much of the
game did the Town have that they must
have won comfortably had they shot with
even average ability and pereistency. They
were so much better that they had the
play in the Aberdare territory for
extended perigds, and in the second half it
was annoving ‘to see how well-organised
attacks {rittered away to nothing., Centres
came over from the wings, corner kicks
were forced and placed well, but always
the visitors managed to stave off the
trouble simply because they were a shade
more lively or indicious, and Howells was
not tested very severely at any time. All
the Town halves took a hand in attack-
ing, and Grabam also came through now
and then, and endeavoured #%o create
chances, but all to no purpose. In the
spcond half we all thought the game was
won when a penalty kick was given
aeainst Sheldon for handling, but Sid
Hoar failed to get the bhall past Howells,
who took a direct shot with ease and
‘| cleared. So people began to leave the field
| very soon afterwards, since it
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DID NOT APPEAR LIKELY

that the Town would score, especially as
the Welshmen were then content 1o keep o
grip on one point,

Aberdare's best work, as a tegm, came in
the first half, when they showed commend-
mble enterprise, and more than once had

the Town defenders guessing. Once’ Met-
calf drove 1n a erand shot, but Brookes

brought off @ remarkable save &t full

lengt that evoked as much applanse as
if & goal had been scored by the Town. In
the second half, too, from oné of their in-
frequent dashes, Brookes wis beaten by @
shot. but Jolmson managed to kick the
ball off the line.

The best part of their team, however,

- was the rearguard, where the backs playerd
yery cool, resourcelul football, and they

never failed in kicking, while in tackling

they were often successfnl, and backs and

halves alike showed prowess ol recovery
that served them in rood stead time after
time. Worrall was the more prominent
back, and Harwood the best half. In the
forward line there was not mueh combina-
tion, because the wings did not reapond to
the cleverness of the insidge men, who
gwung the ball out nicely.

The Town defenders were very safe, too.
Brookes had not very much to do,
Graham played a Very fine game at back,
aud Johugon maintained his level. Both

kicked and tackled remarkably well, but

(iraham did
THE LION'S SHART,

hecause he went after it. The middle line
WaE an improvement, thoueh it might have
been very much hetter had Jennings been
qa best. Over his return had centred
the usual controversy, and one aection of
the crowd shut their eyes -to everything
qeeful he did, while magnifying every
fault. He was not go virile 1n spoiling as
neual, but 1n other phases he wasB usclul,
The cligue who first made 'ronest Simms
think about Jeaving Luton, have done the
same for Jenninge and Hoten, and would
do it for @ Buchan and a Bloomer. Roe
was the most polished of the halyes, if

not of the twenty-two, and made for
| greater efficiency 10 the attack, as well as
the defence. In saying that,

tichtening ok
e nd much as [ like Roe, it ghould

however;, 4 :
be pointed onut that Bob Millar played at
and at Reading under the

of a severe cold, and on his form

handican 1 his
in the two FIEes belfore then, 18 gtill en-

itled to ¢ i
}n the game o1 Qaturday suggests utility

nywhere in the middle or front line.
%ﬁﬁ: maintained his consistent lorm, and

hizg ahility ;s unquestioned. He, too,
ahoweil sueh control that might make for

USERFULNESS ELSEWHERE.

The new conetitution forward was not a
guccess. In the mid-field work there was
much that was good, and some nice PaBs-
ing WS geen at times, but 1t wag in the
completion of the work that there was lack
of viin, pmmntltude and accuracy. Had

ghot as well a8 they passed,

ineide men
the i1 ould have put the goal average on

-ht side, but they failed lamentably
fhu:: o the most important department,

and then ashowed promise

(1 the ordinary, put he wae wel
Eﬁﬁiﬁed, Hoten bas not recovergd his
form, and Shankly, while _co-operating
. ! with Hodr, wia glow 1n delivering
the ehot. . played pretty well, and
l]eﬁniﬂ'i“ apite of an injury early on,
Qenin L both put across
= qtres.
ood cet - LG WwWan glean and not
and Mr. Pi_u;‘kﬂtnu vm}trnlled
: ol1. hut he WaA often out o touch
pretty PEL v owing to hie alowness
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ITON TOWN. - Brookes; Johnson,
{'tlﬁlliﬁ“i Mills, Jennings, RRoe; Hoar,
Cockle, Hioten, Dennis,
iR ARE —Howells: Brooke, Worrall;
Harwood, Sheldon Young,
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