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* One Point Out of Six:

: (By “CRUSADER.”)
At Watford on Christmas Day. :

WATEORBPES Lo - A A ek 1 goal
- LUTON. TOWN -, -
WATFORD. — Williams; Slade, Prior; |
| 8mith, Strain, Carter; Stephenson, Poole,
Pagnam, Bell, Andrews. - 5y s
LUTON, -~ Brookes; Anderson, Graham;
Mills, Jennings, Millar; Mackey, Butcher,
Tricker, Reid, Dennis 7 e
Referee: 'Mr. X. G, Rudd, London

Scorers: Ponlton for Watford, e
: Reid for Luton, 5
At Lufon on Boxing Day,

WATFORD 3 goals

- LUTON TOWN . - mil
LUTON—— Brcokes; Anderson, Graham; -
Mills,  Walker, Millar; Mackey, Butcher,
Kerr, Reid, Dennis.

WATFORD. — Williams;- Slade,” Prior;
Smith, Strain, Carter; Stephenson, Bell,
Pagnam, Andrews, ite,

Referee: Mr. R, G, Rudd, London.

Scorers: Andrews (2); Pagnam,

At Gillingham on Saturday:— | .

GILEEINGHAM . ... et 4 poals
BT L ON D W i s e 1 goal

GILLINGHAM. —-Fox; Robertson, Hen-

drie; Jones, Rutherford, Cook; Chance,
Marshall, Brown, Ramsell, Berry.
LUTON,—Brookes; Anderson, Till; Mills,
Walker, Millar; Maeckey, Butcher, Kerr,
Reid, Dennis.

Referee: Captain A, Prince-Cox, Barnes.
Scorers: Marshall, Ramsell (2), Chance
for Gillingham; Reid for Luton.

Whatever changes are made in the Town |
team on Saturday will be justified, if only
from the point of view of continuing the
search for a winning team. The holiday
games have shown up in glaring fashion
wmany weaknesses, and it is obvious that
the directors must ransack the whole of
the resources at their comimand if the
poeition on the League table is to be im-
proved. For the players one can have a
good deal of sympathy. They have all
done their best, undoubtedly, and some of
them have suffered injury and have never
recovered confidence, In the main,-how-
cver, there has Dbeen a lack of balance
and blend, and, more than anything else,
an abzence of good marksmanship. There
js at the moment very serious danger of
finishing in one of the two lowest positions
on the table. At thig period last vear
the Town occupied the fifth position on
the Lea%}xe table, but now they are vir-
tually third from .the wooden spoon:

In what direction can the directors look
for improvement? Everywhere. It is use-
less to be satisfied with any position, and
there should he a constant search for
new blood. It has been alleged, perhaps
with some truth, that the directors are
too centimental at'the end of the season,
in that they retain players who have ful-
filled their period of usefnlness. It is an
allegation that will hardly bear inspec-
tion, The retentiong from last season, nor
from any season for that matter, did not
meet with unanimous approval, but the
deterioration of the club is not attribut-
able thereto only in emall part. The high
Lopes that were entertained from the new
players have net been fulfilled, and it has
been nothing short of remarkable that
players who made good reputa.tmr'ls have
not_ realised their best at Luton. Then it
must also be hornme in mind that injuries
have played no small part in the shuffling
and re-sh e ol 1,

s ok




¢ have good players, i
feature is that many of them are y:mk;,l;,t.
improving rapidly, and should form the
nuclews of a sound team a couple of
seasong hence if the club can afford to
kpcp them, It is noteworthy that these
young men, among whom I include Ander-
son, - Graham, Davies, Neal, Millar,
Shankly, Reid, coat the club nothing.
Fhere are other players, of course, who
have many years of football before them,
but [ do not include them in the list of
young mein hecanse they have had a good
deal of experience, I maintain, however,
that a good coach, apart altogether from
the trainer or the management, could do
much for these, and under theé guidance
of men like Bob Hawkes, Fred Hawkes,
John M. Dow, Bert Moody, and - A, F.
Durrant, for the respective departments if
necessary, these could be taught a great
deal if they were amenable to discipline,
as I ain sure they would bLe.

The outlook for the Cuvn-tin at West
Bromwich on Saturday - week -ig very
glocm_v indeed. With Jennings so badly
injured at Watford on Christmas. Day the
team has lost = stiffening it could ill
afford. Luast season he was injured on
Christmas Day, and he was played—per-
haps sagainst the better judgment of the
management — at Highbury with i1l re-
sults. 1 hope there will be mo error of
that kind this season. His physique and
ardour are required by the team, but it
is no good playing a man that is not
thoroughly fit, and I do not think he has
much chance of recovering in time to
play.- A gash some six inches long under
the kiee had to be stitched at Watford
Hospital, and, although making a good re-
covery, the Town captain will have to_be
confent to stand and watch. Another
casualty was Walker, who went to Gilling-
ham in spite of a.severe cold, and he has
heen very ill in bed during the week. It
was to be expected that someone would
tuke cold from the foul weather in which
the match at Gillingham was played.

At Watford the Town deserved to win.
They playved the better football although
reduced . to ten men, and Williams had@
more to do than Brookes. Had Jennings
not =suffered injnry at the end of ~nine
minutes 1 feel certain the Town would
have got both points. All the men played
well, but Mill; was a surprise packet at
centre half. Tricker made his debut with
" the first team. He showed splendid know-
ledge of the zame. and ‘under better con-
ditions he will play better. :
| At Lufton on Boxing Day the Town

auffered their first -home defeat of the
season. They had quite ag much of the
play as Watford, except in the all-import-
ant - matter of goal-scoring. The visitors
| got a lucky goal on the eiroke of -half-
timre. and two more in the second Lalf.

The atlendance was the Dest of the
season—upwards of 13,000,

At Gillingham on Saturday the weather
{ wag the worst experienced by the: Town
team since the war. The Town ugaln had
a zood share of the general  play, but
failed in front of -zoal, seyeral chances
being missed. Gillingham kept -the ball
on tlie ground better than the Town, and
that wa: the main factor in their success.
| They. got a couple of goals early, but Reid

ot a grand goal, and after the interval

.gﬂinzﬁam got through twice without
TESIONSe.
" Brookes was not- to blame for any goal
‘ecored against him in any of the games.
‘The backs were not as sound ms.usual, and

that was to be expected, ‘per-
th grounds in such terrible con-
the fact remains that, mistakes
o the onposing sides goals, in ‘two, or
ree instances owing to lack of umnder-

ing between backs and goalkeeper.
vertheless, it came a5 3 Surprise w en
ahom was dropoed from the first team
Saturday. The halves seemed fo suffer
“through the. accident to Jennings.
Mills and Millar were dispoged to
ths <ing Wingers unattended on

# Ithough
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