UP THE

TABLE.

LUTON TOWN WIN AGAIN.

READING THE VICTIMS.

—
(By “ CRUSADER.”)

LUTON TOWN .. 1 goal
READING .. nil.

LUTON; Brookes; Anderson, Till; Walker,
Jennings, Millar; Thirlaway, Shaunkly, Kerr,
Reid, Denms,

READING: Duckworth; Eggo,
Wilson, Messer, Evans; Smith,
Ferguson, Davey, Springell.

Referee.—Mr. H, E, Gray, Forest Gate.

There were real feelings of reliei when the
final whistle recorded - that the Town had
earned the two points. For the time being the
position on the table ‘is quite respectable, and
we should reach Easter without any serious
lapse, It will be the holiday programme, [
think, that will decide the security or other-
wise of the Town from the danger of the two
bottomn  positions.  Brentiord -and Merthyr
appear to be the ill-fated pair to seek
re-election, and as the Town meet Brentiord
at_Easter, that should be the decisive perivd.

The Town just about deserved their euccess
over Reading, but there was not a great deal
in it. From the scientific aspect the Town
were the better side, but
favoured the

BURLY BISCUITEERS,
and they seemed to become more dangerous ae
the game older. A good start was mnh:i
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and the only drawback was that they had not
the weight to resist some of
THE ROBUST RUSHES.

All the middle men played well. On 1wo ocea-
sions Walker lacked harmony with Anderson,
and once there was serious danger for the Town
in consequence. Generally, however, he was
too good for the Reading left wing, and. played
more like the Walker of 1922, illar had the
hotter wing to fuce, and he realised the neces-
sity of a !ifhl rein on Smitk, who got few
¢ s without interference. Jennings again
was in fine form, and worked with such tre-
mendous energy .that Ferguson scarcely had a
shot at goal.

The forwards again were more atlractive in
midfield than in front of goal. They passed
well, especially the right wing, and ‘are now
better together. T liked Reid, for while he was
sometimmes out of place and slow in getting off
the mark, he worked hard, and he took the
shortest route for goal. Shankly plied Thirla-
way with many capital s, and the winger
responded finely. Shankly might .have done
a bit more for Kerr, and Thirlaway was pulled
up several times for encroaching, but they were
the best wing on view, Dennis and Reid were
more self-reliant, but both of them did good
work as a wing, and Kerr was an enthusiastic
leader, still lacking a little good fortune.

For the visitors, Duckworth was safe, Eggo
the more reliable back, and Messer the best
half on view, while Smith and Braithwaite
were the of the forwards. ¢ .

There were 5,000 spectators.

SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

RESERVES DOWN AT COVENTRY.
(By “THE .0OVE.”)

COVENTRY OIT YRES, . goals
LUTON TOWN RES, .. :
QOVENTRY.—Bosworth: -Winship: Campling:
| Wood, Dando, Twedde. ) v,
LUTON,—Orr; .Meekins, G 3
R odp g anhcr.“ raham; Davis, Neal,

Keen, Guunell, Brown.
Referce.—Mr. P. W, Bryau,-Willenhal. -
-The visitors soon - created “the

impression of

team,
exhibit signs of n&l-mrllm::;l:..u e
beiug sent in by Mackey, Butcher,

Lutdn h;
ad a fair share of
the iuterval, but u-i. nubh“; ’i‘r‘:x ‘lcnn'?
Luton e; & good deal of pressure after
resuming, and it was fortunate for the home
team that Campling had 'dropped back into goal,
for “he cleared atter . the - custodian had rup
out and been beaten by Butcher, Thirteen
minutes from the crose-over MOKRIS screwed
through a centre from the right wing and
strengthened Coyentry's leud. Gunmell looked a
likely ecorer during a Luton raid, only to finish
up by hitting one of the posts, and later Keen
was well held when forcing _his: way through.
ton kept pegging away withou
up to the finish, and had
than the score indicates,
The Luton forwards were hardly fast enough
the sound defence of the home
backs.  Brown made more ground than anyone
in the fromt line, only ‘to run up against a
St ot sl
el wal v opposi half-
backs to make much headway, or carry on open-
ings made by Keen, whd wag a hard-working
centre-forward. Mackey, who .was renewing
with old des, made some nice
rn:n|uul m his lm;c foot. mﬂv. and once
put in & clever shot from ifficult angle. Of
the half-backs, Neal wae & e oul ex-
work In‘u tremely valu-
not hesi to shoot when
within range. Roe had the etrongest Coventry
wing against him, the task of Davis being com-

own
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easy. at back
stood up gallantly against the rushing character
of the home attack, and went for the hall with

great Orr had no chance with
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is. will not say ‘to the exten
ﬂlnk h.th. ball away deliberately after it has
Leen placed for the free kick, or even to lunge
it out of range immediately the whistle has
gone. 1 think, however, that if a player wishes
to take advantage a decision by taking the
kick before opponents generally ~have . fully
the situation, n there is nothing
about one af those opponents getting
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80 close to tie ball as reasonably to delay the g,

taking of the free kick,
MR. GRAY DID BETTER

as the game wore on, and with his general
referecing few would find fauli, His decisions
were given quickly, and usually endorsed by
the linesmen-if there were any doubt.

The Town deserved their wing man for man
they hud the balance, and in football without
bumps they would have won by a big margin
on points for skill basis. The defence wa
'uir’; sound, and such mistakes as there were
eould be forgiven owing 1o the nature of the
ground.  Brookes had several waru «
deal wilh, and was safe. Onco he let 1
drop after stopping a drive, but he v

uickly and got the ball away. Andersun und

11 were more polished than the visiting pair,

the shots that beat him, and kept down the ecor-
ing. with some smart saving. Coventry had just
that extra turn of speed that led to success,
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SEDFORD SPORTS NOTES. |
(Continued from column 4.)

Lightweight.—After a good fight Brumwell beat

Bevan iii.

Welter weight.—Aitken beat Jesty dn the final,
lllddle weights.—Bevan ii. beat Allen in the

Bevan i. had a walk-over in ‘the heavy weight
competition, having no challenger.

Most of the finalists in these weights repre-
sented the Bchool in the intér-School tournament
betweea Bedford School, i.ton College, Haileybury
College, and Dulwich, st Dulwich, on Saturday.

In connection with the abov
won the boxing, h u.cessfu © events out
of seven, s w ccond in the “Gym.” display.
The ¢ were wlso first in sabres, and second
[

ALCOTY SCHOOLS LEACUE.

Eaton Bray 5. Fdleshorough 1. |

NOATH HERTS LEAGUG. J

Welwyn Hes 0 Kimptou 1.



