“SWANS” ESCAPE WITH A
POINT. -

Lutpn's Strong Fight Against League
| Leaders.
BRILLIANT DEFENDERS.

(By “ CRUSADER,”)

LUTON TOWN . NIL
SWANSEA wos NIL
LUTON.—Brookes; Anderson, T Walker,
Jennings, Millar; Thirlawsy, BShankly, Kerr,
Reid, Dennis.
SWANSEA. — Robson; Morley, Laugiord;
Holland, Collins, Hole, Descon,

Bellamy;
Fowler, Thompson, Nicholas,
Referee:— Mr. J. W. Lucas, Fulbam.
Perhaps most of us were estisfied with the
result, bechuse so n.any of us expected worsc.
1 was not a little surprised, however, after the
game, when a brother of the same estate siid
that Swansea should bave wou, and there was
in his voice a hint that they deserved to do 0.
Well, I did not see it that way, for on the 1un
oi the play the Town had more and better
chances of scoring, and did much more of
what is called “pressing.” That is an clastic
word, however, and in these days we are <1l in-
clined 1o include the most desultory raids in
the terin “pressing.” There was never in
this game any prolonged for the defences
were always 00 clever for the attacks. In the
mdmrnuwnu‘hkdmofu-nln
t> regard as sportsn e method, namely,
a minimum of offside tactics, and
CLEAN, STRAIGHT TACKLING.

is the main reason for the Town's failure this
season. It is better to have shot and missed,
than never to have shot at all. No ressonable
spectator expects s goal with every shot, but
he expects.attempts, and that is the Town for-
warde chief fault.

In midfield work agasin on Ssturdsy they
were capable of overcoming even the clever
defence of Bwansea, and some of the combined
efforts were good enough for any team, but the
finishing was very poor.

In the first half there were two or three

GOOD OPENINGS MISSED,
aud in the second the number was exceeded.
Swansea failed, too, snd while their forwards
were nippy and skilful in the first half hour,
in the after part of the game they relied almost
entirely on raids by individuals, and they, too, |
missed one or two easy openings, I

Neither goalkéeper was ever much worried,
and if: Brookes had the more shots

:

In the case.of

ikf

visiting forwards 'rl.yod, they often found that
they had to outwit the same man twice before
they could get in a shot. It was this quick-

ness that was €0 spparent the previous week.
FEvery man was going as fast in the middle of
tho second half as he was.in the first ten
winutes. I do not know if it were the im-
portance of the occasion thal wonld not allow
them to get vired, or if it were extra training,
but they certainly were quicker, The only
slowness was in front of goal, and here they
certainly deilied oo long. It does noed same.
one that will impress the nead for quick shoot-
ing. 1 %now that playcrs are apt to think
criticism of this kind is from Jack of aporecia-
tion of the difficulties, but that is not ihe case
with me, 1 do know that players are, anxious
o seore, and that the crowd expect goals from
impeesible positions, but allowing for that, 1
ar) cerinin that this hesitstion in front of coal

1291

1
H

g

g;

127
P

§[
i
Ei

2
k
H
£
X 4
'ﬁ
2
i
/ §
i

well,
vam, for there was no goal,

stone could be found whereby
ward line, as it is to-day, could be
that bit of finish that is needed, the team
would hold ite own anywhere in this Division

of the League. That is
REQUIRED
side.
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ALL THAT I8
1o make the Town »
For the visitors
he had in fron

one or two little Yhings that were
:‘hnou Morley w for the ball. Otherwise

am not sur: Langford was not sl
the better, for he kicked with w@w
ins w: the

come to sce the cleverest line in the League,

very disappointed. -

the whole there was not a lot to be disatis-

fled with on the general play, but Mr. Lucas is
than efficient, and the spec-

tators were rather hard on him, He did better

in the second half, hewever, and was in a fair

way to confidence at the finish. .

There were upvards of 7,000 spectators,




