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nder wretched conditions t
began with Bre_n_tfgrd holding tl‘}lee ag\?al.txl:
tage of the stiffish breeze which carried
a cold rain, and as the Town players were
slow in finding their bearings, Purdy soon
got an opportunity of displaying hig
merit. Capital saves he made early on
and the ball was not far from the Town
goal for several minutes. It was really
wonderful how Purdy got the ball away
on several occasions, and he had the
faculty of getting in direct line with the
marksman.
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_When the Town did get away, however,

Miller gave to Shankly, who had hard Iuok |
with a great effort that gkimmed the bar,
and later, in another raid, Miller centred
and Thompson tapped the ball into the net
after it had _touched one of the home
defenders. The tveféree, who was hope-
lessly in arrear of the play, disallowed the
goal for offside—a ludierous decision, but
pleasing to the Grifin Park crowd,
* ¥ ¥ ¥

Save for occasional raids. in which both
Thompson and Miller provided centres
that deserved goals, the Town players were
kept in their own territory, and the
defence often had a hard struggle to pre-
vent & goal, Purdy was brilliant, and his
backs and halves worked tremendously
hard, and that was the main reason why
the interval came with the score sheet still
clean., It had been fast and keen play, but
by no means a rough encounter,
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The second half began as the first, with
the “ Bees” the more aggressive, but the
Town woke up and had a very big share
of the game. Then some feeling crept in,
there were several foulg, and the referee
had a word or two with some of the
players, but he was largely responsible,
{‘or lie was giving some curious decisions,
notably on offside. Many of these errors
were due to the fact that the official was
not in close touch with the play,
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. Chances fell to both gides, but whereas
 Purdy was often severely tried, the home

| goalkeeper had not a lot of difficult stuff
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goalkeeper just managing to turn uvuc
%Jlelt"ilc;‘)gund therost after diving at 'tull
length, The home forwards shot‘wery
much better, and Purdy brought Li)(tf
several splendid saves, while hlsv bachs
cleared on two or three occasions “ﬁle% ]613
bad run out of goal to save, and the ba
was returned Q\.}xc}fly;‘
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Still the Town defence was DPlaying well

enough to make us feel that we were in
for a draw. Ten min y
flag-kick fell to Brentford, an
blaced by Finlayson. LANE headed the
ball direct for goal, and j
appeared to have the ball in safe keeping,
a defending leg diverted the ball past him.
The match was won then, for the efforts
of the Town were met by a reinforced
defence that gave gotginf away,
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Purdy was magnificent in goal, some of
bis saves being well nigh miraculous,
Graham was a great back, meeting a
pbowerful wing, and he rendered invalu-
able service. After the early stages Till
was nearly as good; and in the second half
was great, There was not much to grumble
about in the middle line, all playing stub- ‘
bornly and regolutely. -~ Richards had to
make the best use of his physique to kee{) |
Finlayson and Douglas in check, and much
the same may be said of Jennings, who
wag a tousled figure long before the inter- |
val. Dennis wag not such a spoiler as the
other two, but was better in assisting his
tforwards, some of his work with the left
wing being very*cl:ve};. *

The wing forwards were splendid, and
had % reafonable broportion of their cen-
tres been converted the Town would have
got hoth points and a much better goal
average, Both did well, The inside for-
wards did not come up to their best, how-
ever, for Shankly was not nearly so good as
is his wont, and it was only at rare inter-
vals that he gave glimpses of his best.
Both Littlewood and Miller guffered
through this, but the former had two or
three fine chances that he shou‘ld have
turned to account. Norman Thomson
showed his artistry as Jusual, and he gave
Thompson some beautiful passes, but he
was not in shootinf gz'mele

This was Brentford’s fourth consecutive
vicangy after having failed to win one of
their first ten games. It will do then_lda
lot of good. They have quite a good side,
and it was not easy to see why they hag
failed so often, but they have a mlz}cl
different team from that e!;artmg e
season.
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