DRAINING

LUTON TOWN TASTE THE DREGS
OF DEFEAT.

ABERDARE’'S LUCKY WIN.
(By ‘CRUSADER.”)
ABERDARE ATHLEVIC 1 Purdy had a fair amount of work. Two saves,
LUYON 1TOWN ... 0 one by each goalkecper, brought the crowd to &

ABEBDARE.—Brown; Walsh, Brophy; Russell,
Harwood, Irving; Jawes, Miller, dmith, Bura.
ham, 'Tuylor.

LUTON.—Purdy: Anderson, Till; Richards,
Millar, Urahawm; soffut, Shaunkly, Reid, Deunis,
Thompson,

RBeterce.—Mr, A, F. Duvis, Bristol.

Of all the footvall reports it has been my duty
o write 1 do not recollect one that has been
more dificult than this of the game at Aberaure
on Baturday, when Luton Town were put out of
the ¥.A, Cup Competition for this season. Not
that the game was lacking incuient, not merely

the Town lost: rather because none
vealises better how ncar they were to winning,
and how they should have won. Two incidents
do not make a game, and cannot be held, there-
fore, to0 sum up in themseives the cuuse of
defeat; yet two remain conspicuous in my mind
a8 the reason for Luton's exit from the Com-
petition—the scoring of the only goal of the
match by Aberdare, and the missing of the best
chance of the gawe by Luton.

When sundry fricnds asked during last week
the possible constitution of the side to visit
Wales, 1 was unable 1o oblige, because it was uot
definitely decided until Saturday morning in the
Queen’s Hotel, Cardiff, by the

THE CUP;

warm note of appreciation. Brown avery
fine save with arms outstretched when Moffat
got in a swinging shot after slipping into the
centre, and Purdy dived at the feet of three
players and got the ball from the feet of the
ever-threatening 8mith when a goal appeared
there, but for the referee’s signal.

I expected a better display from the Town
after the interval, and there was some discus-
sion to the advisability of rearranging the team,
but it was decided to try again. Unfortunately,
perhape, for the best came after the change. The
Town began strongly, and Aberdare soon
suffered a bad blow, for Harwood and Richards
kicked the bull simultancously. The bigger man
won, for he took the hall and Harwood's feet,
too, and the latter went to the ground, his ankle
sprained rather badly. Meanwhile the Town had
gone to the other end, and Walsh was hustled by
Denyis and Reid to good purpose, He lost the
ball, but before the Town players could locate
and send it into the cmpty goal, Brown having
run out, Walsh managed to get it again and

KICK INTO BAFETY,
After Harwood’s departure, however, the Town
put on severe pressure, and they should have
seored on several occasions il the forwards had

match card at Aberdare, only one position

having developed influenza.
¥rieads asked me to name the team 1 would
and 1 am sorry to say that the best reply

and strongest men put in the
of talent: gorry because in these days the game
is littie more than = test of strength and endur-

ance—a sort of mild form of Rugby football—
rather than a trisl of skill; thcnsedcrhom

as supergeded the rapler.
When the draw was announced optimists among
lub followers could hurdly have num-

e

!

well. The home side miade some menac-
ing advances. As the game wore on there
appeared to be no prospect of an equaliser,
Thompson came to the centre-forward position,
wiih Reld at insidc-left, and Dennis on the ex-
treme wing, From that point the home goal was
frequently i jeopardy, and had some sensa-
tional escapes. Millar hit the bar with » bril-
liant long shot that had Brown well beaten.
Graham hit the bar with a like shot from a
determined raid, and

back was hugging the hall.
and after s moment's hesitation the referce went
sulted

for the Town, for there
was & deserved penalty-kick if this were not,
To matters

mal worse there was &
scored, Brown fell and saved at full length. and

. DISALLOWED THE GOAL,

apparently for play, but whose was
us offence—the goalkeeper for cling-

ing te the ball and refusing to let go, the

or
players for kicking at ss much of it as they
could see?
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inutes shot after shot was
but there was wsomething
the home

although both backs
screw the ball into the net past

AN INPOSSIBLE ANGLE,

and it is probable that he would not accomplish
e feat once in & thousand times, but the fact
semains that nothing is impossible while the
all is in play, and in my opinion he should have
Besn shouldered before he was given a

0 shoot. This happened alfter @ftcen minutes’
play, and was a considerahble damper. The home
were encouraged, und they maede many
the ball being swung out to their wing
consistently, and ae they respended well

3

Eg
i
§z
l
§3iF

i
g
‘
i
3

i

i
3

fu

A FAIRLY TIGHT REIN
on him. But Bob Graham is not s half-back.
Richards had » heavy task in guarding against
clever for-

them play half-back.
wards more than do Richards and Graham, and

{Continwed in next column)
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