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T

A
1
1
f

‘Scorer 2 el Scorers— - R dks
| GILLINGH AM. —Rarry (off Till), Brown. LUTON. — Dennig: - (g. # pennlt{y[ lm 5)y
g]‘.-:U’.iDQN.——.Thompaon; ..\ ;| Thonipeon (2), Reid. ~* e
|GILLINGHAM, — Ferguson; Rohertson, |  GILLINGHAM . Berry; Nichol (penalty).
Jutler; “Jones, Nichol, Riddock; KEdmed, | Brown.' : S g : .
faxshall., Brown, Richards. Berty. . . |  LUTON.:Purdy; Graham, Till; Richards,
\LUTON,_Purdy: Graham, Till; Richards, | Neal; Millar:  Moffat, Reid, . Thompsor,
: lax ‘Md% " Reid, Agnew, Dennis, | Aenew, Denmis. < F 7 o il

Y Kp ‘L)x‘itg;i:dp:. Boxing. Day i— i
- LUTON TOWN g

| cInrNgEAM .

* Butler:

| O'Neill, Tondon, - "

[95)

CGILLINGHAM. — Ferglllsan_' Robeitson,
o ’Hg”ones, " Nichol, - Riddock; Edmed,

McKee. Brown. . Richards, Berry.

LUTON TOWN'S IMPROVEMENT.

At Lu'tcn on Mondﬂy —

LUTON TOWN ..... feull
PLYMOUTH ARGYLE 1
Scorers:— ; 3 -
LUTON.—Dennis (penalty), - -
PLYMOUTH.—Healy. y 7
ON,—Purdy; Graham, Till; Richards,
.N&iﬂU:T Millar,?rlﬁoﬁm. " Reid, Thompson,
Agnew, Dennis.” S : R )
OUTH.—Craig: Cosgiove,  Russell:
LL)I;%E%’ullen. Shiizﬁl;gliealy, Sloan, Batren,
Leslie: ‘Bluf.c,k; ) . ; : )

-Referee.—

i/ B¢ Small, Bristol " <
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sum total of Luton Town's
ootball may not be.all that
fancy it is as much as
- So many times during

 While . the

Jhristmastide foc
ve hid “hoped for, I
nost.of us expected.

his fivet half of the season it has been a !

\opeless . task  for any writer to face. You
nay tell the-crowd now and then that the
osing side have deserved a better fate, bnt
o ‘continue - telling . that etory sinevitably
yrings. a measure of contempt upon the |
arrator, and T have, more thap once, re-'
;eix:ed,progf that the story has fallei upon
tony ground, otherwise, wnbelief. ;
» C AR R A

Since the iniury to Jennings therehas been
missinz much of the ‘“ devil *’ that enabled
he Town to make strong fichts against the
sest opposition, and during this month the
play has not been godd enough for the metal
o be faced. Ixperiments have, perforce,
besn made, but the team could not pull to-
géther  properly, ‘and when a further sonie-
what drastic change was made for the
fivst of the holiday games many of -the sup-
porters pulled wry ?nces, and. felt that the
directors had on_v)cre more d;awn a blank.

Actually, the game at Gillingham was Jost,
but there was such a great improvement in
the play ‘that there was some justificdtion
for retaining the side to meet the Kent club
in the return game at Luton on Saturday.
did not see the match at Gillingham. but-saw
the other two games, and there was only one
thing more pleasing than the actual play, and
fhat was the splendid attendance on Satur-
day. and again on Mon}zay.-. ey (S LR

* X :
Mhe play of the Town team on each day
deserved the attendance; and I -have been
told by spectators who have seen both First
and Second Division-games b%]t}\e best clubs
in those divisions, that the Christmas gumes
at Emton were in advance of anything they
had seen this season, e

x "

They were splendid matches, for on each
occasion all the players were right out for
victory. and there was a whole-heartedness
about their efforts that hag been in striking
contrast to some of the exhibitions we have
seen. : 3
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For the game at Gillingham T have to
rely on material “supplied. It is that
Gillingham were the befter: side in the firsf
half, and because they foolk their opvor-
tunities then they deserved their ‘suoccess,
but Luton were a much improved team after
the interval, and had very hard luck in not
drawing level. Further, Mr. Ernest Pryer,
who was in charge of the team on their visit,
was comprm_lente’d by. the Gillingham divec-
tors on.having brought such a strong side,
and told that Luton should at least have
taken a point home, - 2
: % % %

At half-time Gillingham led by two goals
clear. the first being registered through the
ball skidding into goal from Till’s foot when
he attempted to clear a corner-kick taken
by Berry., and the second being g fine effort
by Brown. Luton’s goal came in the second
half. and was o typical Thompsoy- goal,
Reid, promoted to the first eleven again, had
very hard luck, for he worked hard, and
ltlhrxc.p, hit the posts or bar in the eecond
alf.

. The game at Luton on Boxing Day was
just ‘as keenly fought, and the crowd were
kept in & state of enthusiasm from start
to finish, for the forfunes of the struggle
changed rapidly at times, though after the
early gonl scored by Berry for the visitors,

o Town were . a stronger ' side. The
eaualiser came from a penalty kick {aken
by Dennis. when Robertson handled, and ten
minutes before the interval Thompson scored
direct: from a free kick Just. outside the
penalty urea, the ball entering the net at a
velocity that could only he corapared to the

speed of a cannon ball from the mouth of a
gun.  Just before the interval a penalty
kick was awarded againet Till, and Nichol

levelled the ecores ngain.

e T
- In the second half Reid gave Luton the
lead with a neat goal after Ferguson had
made a number of grand saves, but straight-
way the plucky visitors equalised through
Brown. who.scored with a enap shot on the
half-turn. Thereafter Iuton chould have
soored several times, but  the fourth goal
was long delayed. Dennis got it as the
result of another penalty kick for handling,
this time against Jones, = Just before the
end' Depnis capped . a_great run with a
splendid shot that etruck the bar and came
out, to Thompsml* who easily netted.
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This was a great win, and pl im-
mensely the 11,000 sx:ectatox‘ﬁx.l HeR
> T R R
Although Gillingham had run Plymouth
Argyle to a goal in their game at Plymouth
last’ Saturday weelk, the form on Boxing Day

was nop accepted confidently as bein,
basis _from W')hlch to draw a line to gch:
Town's prospects. As Plymouth had done

very badly against Exeter City, havin, been
beaten by 4—1 at Exeter on Christmag Day,
and only shared four goals at Plymouth on
Saturday, it -was obvious that they would
come to Luton determined in improve upon
those two games. hey got a point, %ut
{,)Iégl a‘:lx?vxl.tledku.ft:r the match that they had
ery lucky to vy wi i
better than defeat. g
% R %%

Uvon a soft ground the Town
faster and more 1
there were 10,00

SR

layed th
oreeful footba]ﬁ. y:udtafs
spectators there to see it,

“from excitement. and so -chances were missed !

ith move confidence than usual I.give the
&‘)vp'mi‘rli that  the Town should ‘have. won
handsomely, 1t seemed to me that the
forwards of both sides suffered a good deal

=t

vinat. in the ordinary way, would l_m»ye been

accepted. A FLiA =
DU e

There was only ‘one goal in'the first half,

‘and that was credited omce more to Dennis,
swho again
_penalty kick, -

the pleasure ~of taking a
1t there were many narrow
escapes for Plymouth, and .once a shot from
Reid. or Dennis, I could not aquite cather
which: player:shot, was diverted right on the
zoa] line by Russell when his goalkeeper was
well beaten, Craig also made many clever
saves. and the crowd were quite unprepared
for the surprising display of the Town team,
who held their more famous opponents very
easily, and gave their defence a gruelling
time.
* # =

Tt was the same in the second half, and,
while I have no quarrel with Mr. Small, who,
T think. did his work thoroughly, I believe
practically’ every one of the spectators on
the stand. side had a grudge against the
laziness of one of the linesmen. who, twice,
was far away from the play when a Plymouth
player used his hands inside the penalty
area to prevent the ball going into the goal-
mouth., = The referee looked to the line offi-
cial for confirmation in the second case, but
that worthy was on the other side of the
middle line—an extraordinary position for
a linesman, considering how mear the play
was to the visitors’ goal.

* % %
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When we least expected it Plymouth got
in g, successiul raid, but it was one of those
coals that have been too frequently due this
season to lack of understanding between
Graham and Millar. The former had run
across. and Millar had overtaken Healy: tiien
each waited for the other to go for the ball,
of which Healy a:pfxl)ea,red to be all but dis-
possessed. and either of the Town players
could have got it. = Both left it, and Healy
promptly .recovered it, slipped into the
centre and beat Purdy. _After that the Town
nlayed weil enough to win, and the Plymouth
defenders had a hard time, but they came
through the ordeal, and with a Jiftle fritter-
ing away of fime and a reinforcement o
defence they managed to get away without
defeat, 2

It was a really fine struggle, and had the
Town been, successful, the crowd would have
been very hapiy indeed. Certainly 1 have
not met one who was not pleased with their
play in general.:* e

One of the most remarkable features of
these Yuletide -games has beerr that the
same team has figured in all three games.
what is something in these days. I am
cerfain there are hundreds of us who would
like to make a change here or there in the
.team. For my own part I can never under-
stand the omission of Norman Thompson,
for he is one of the brainiest players the
fown have had on their books during the
last ten years. I make that confession as
an instance of my own idea of improvement,
and it is backed by the opinion of others.
Yet. after the games of Saturday and
Monday, who coild _)})e omitted justly?

R

Then there is‘ John: Shankly, who had
made improvement even this season, and
wmany faucy him, while Miller and- Liftle-
woad, to say mothing of -Love, have their
admirers. = To be quite frank, however, 1
think it_ will please the bulk of" the stip-
porters if there is mo tampering with the
present  eleven while they are playing so
well. “(ive them a chance to. get to-
zether,” i3 the most- popular cry, and L
should not Jike to oppose it.. The front line
i3 more industrious than scientific; perhaps,
but the play is so keen, fast and vigorous
that only the best of defences wlll be able
to withstand it. 3
N HR O N

Moffat is at a_disndvantage against some
of the yough stuff he meets, but he has held
his own very well, and Reid is shapine
better at inside-right -than he has done at
inside-left or centre-forward. He wanders
too much from position during attack, es-
pecially now that Agnew is inciuded, for
the latter has the faculty of passing nicel
to the opposite wing, and much good wori
has come undone because Reid was not in
position” at the right moment. Neverthe-
less, he has played well,

g &k ¥ %

Thompson, at centre-forward, makes for
a far better attack tham Thompson op the
exfreme wing. He is mo drawing-room
player. but likes to' mix it with the biggest
opponents, and his continual harassing of

in giving the Town the balance of the play,
Agnew has not lost the mnewness of his
change vet, and he has to satisfy many
critics,  but is thorough, and -un-
afraid, goes the whole game «at high pressure,
and if he is allowed time to settle I think he
will prove of real value to ttie attack. It
should not be overlooked that Dennis has

one more and more in every game he has
played since Agnew partnered him, and in
the last two games there has been no for-
ward to surpass the left-winger.

* % *

getting back to the form that brought him
into prominence at the end of last season,
He can hardly do better than that and
remain at Luton.  Richards is also doing
a great deal better. and I am glad that he

Millar’s work at half -suﬁ;,;ests that he is
d

the opposing backs has been a decided factor |

| Seldom in the bad books of the referee,

has Becn_' given the captaincy.. He-has @&

: : ¢ R e
will of his own; and some’of that inspira
t‘h'}n means ‘such a lot to a side.'. He cgg
hold his- own with the rough element, ﬁ
although he ig more of an -attackin ad
than a defender, -his immeénse: strenzth u,rlll
courage have a- vital influence whei 'Lhe
defence is hard pressed.  'On Saturday ﬁ
made some’ of us,cross by ho%ilmg the ba o
too long and getting r‘bb’be_d;w 1t there was:
almost an. absence of this sort of hing
azdinet the Areyle, and he played a capital
game.

EARE R Vel
‘e left Sid Neal to the last, - His in-
cl\lls{g;‘eate_cfentrg-half after ‘being played in

other positions in the second eleven evoked
n,t fot Dof frowns, but he has turned hup
trumps. If he had another couple of inches
in height he would be a great player on
form such as he showed against the Ax.‘zs’lheé
can give and take with the strongest
Xﬁ;ﬂen it clames to a test of strength, and his
service to the forwards, and -the occasional
powerful shot, were heartily praised,; - Some-
one had an inspiration when. he was sug-
wested as pivot.
C % ¥ R K
Graham and Till do not:deserve to be
Joaded with such a number of goals against
them - as' the  records show. are
playing grandly, and there is little to choose
between them: Their styles differ, but they
fit each- other very well, and they have an
understanding of each other’s  play. n
their latest engagements they have met very
cood attacks, and have emerged with honour,
Purdy - is keeping goal well, too, though
have thought once or twice that he was not
so confident ag before the Millwall debacle.
Still, he is part of an improving side, and
in each of the gam'ea%e has made thrilling
saves when all seemed lost_ :
~ w
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THE RESERVES.

And now I should like to say how
thoroughly-enjoyable was the football of the
Town Reserves. on Christmas Day, when they
trounced Watford to the tune of 7—1.. There
have been games more exciting, but I have
not seen cleverer forward play by a Town
attack this season. It was not that Watford
were not well represented; they had a hefty
side, a strong attack and a robust middle line,
but there was such a co-operation between
the 'Lown halves and attack that Watford
were smitten hip uid -?eh]g»)b'

*

The first half ended with the Town leading
by 5—1. ~ROGERS, LOVE and Norman
THOMSON, a ‘ hat trick,” for the Town,
and BALL for Watford, In the second half
ROGERS = and MILLER scored for the
Town., and Robinson shot wide from a
penalty kick.
L A e g g

The whole of the Town team played splen-
did ‘football, and the new méen, Rennie and
Roe. confirmed the good impression of their
first match—against Millwall Reserves.
was the thoughtful work of the middle line
that enabled the forwards to attack so often,
but the clever work of Thomson and Miller
took the eye. Thomson is one of the
broiniest schemers we have had for some
time, and he and Miller often made football
look very simple. Lovye also did well, his
close attention to defenders harassing a lot,
and Rogers Tnd Robinson. put in effective
work on the left wing. - Both are doing far
better than in the early part of the season.
At back, Anderson and Bedford had plenty
of worlk, and did it well, = The latter ap-
pears likely to do better in fhis position
then ever he did elsewhere. ingay made
three or four verg fine saves, one from Bell
in tlu’;’ second - half ‘‘ bringing down the
ouse.

"LUTON TOWN RESERVES .... 7

WATFORD RESERVES ....,... 1
TOWN RESERVES.—Mingay; Anderson,
Bedford; Walker, Rennie, Roe: Miller,
Thomson, Love, Rogers, Robinson,
WATFORD. — Fryer; Wright, Hewiti;
Baker Eggleston, Carter: Rance, Morris,

Bell, Mummery, McCulloch.
£ % % %

At Watford on Saturday the home team
ad a partial revenge, for they won by 4—2.
They were fortunate, for in the first half the
ownl team should - have made the result
safer PAPW [ for Watford, and
LITTLEWOOD, for Luton, scored before
the interval. BELL, APWORTH and
MMERY were successful for Watford,
and THOMSON for Luton in the second hal.
Our Watford correspondent gays that the
Town defence was not as safe as Watiord was

on the previons day, b i
Mingay, the halves and thgtfotc\‘\)'glrlr)llsm:)?t:
gw%visislpf:l"gkn

e RESERVES ........

LOTON TOW & K ESHRY L4 AL

WATFORD. — Fryer;: Wright, Hewitt;
Baker, Eggleton, Carter; Eion-is, Bell,
P?f{}'%g% Murﬁmery. MecCulloch.

- = Mingay; Andgrson, ed ;
Walker, Rennie, Roe: Iiilgﬁ;g? 1%%%%‘11,,'

Love. Littlewood, Robinson,
LEAGF!A\{BE'S‘ AMATEUR CUP-TIE.

1 am officially informed by TLeagrave &
District that they have the permi:sio: of
the F.A. to forego choice of ground in their
F.A. Amateur Cup-tie with Leytonstone,
Leacrave were drawn at home in this, the
firet round of the Competition Proper. The
support, so far this season, has been very
disappointing, for at the Beds Senior Cup-

tie, there were only about 200 ree

g present,
ltlhon:;h Luton Town were not playing at
ome,

As a considerable gate may be ex-

pected at Leytonstone, it has bee ecl
to play the match there. h Nman caitigl




