IN WINNING MOOD
Luton Towﬁavﬂy Defeat
i The Rangers.

Therd were many noteworthy incidents
counected with the victory of Eutun Town
0 Suturday. For the first time since Sep-
tember 30th their goal average was brought
1avel;l for the first time this scason they
completed two games without a goal
agzainst them; they completed a sequence
.Qf seven League games and have scored in
e\;uex'yl onel. uuk(ll liu'eragcd thiree goals per
match. n the last six games th Y
scored 20 gouds, E A lf.ne
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Those are just a few items, and there are
more for the study of their record. ‘Lhe
question arises, *1s the forward line satis-
factory?” 1 am certain that 90 per cent,
of the crowd will declare that it is, and
Will resent any meddling with it. There
are crude elements in the play of indi-
viduals, bag the greatest players of all
time have never been =0 good that they
could not have been better,
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.The Rangers wera well beaten at half-
time, and the Town's goal nverage might
well have been even #ore pleasing had they
t:_\ken_ their opportunitics in like propor-
tion in the second half, for the misses in
front of Hebden’s goal were more numerous
than those in front of the Town goal,
though one eannot overlack the faet that
Hebden made at least three saves when
goals seemed certain, =
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Some hundreds of Latod followers, I
understand, went up to Loodon to see ihe
Cup-ties, They saw nothing more thrilling
than the play of the Town between the
tenth and fortieth minutes. It was in that
period the home team overwhelmed the
Rangers’ defence, and there was np good
goal disallowed apart from the four that
counted. Dash  and thrust toox the
Rangers’ defence by storm, i
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The Rangers' goalkeeper saved his charge
in the first two minutes when ho had to
retrieve u ball thay was turned goalwards
by Plunkett, but the Rangers played very
good football afterwards for some minutes,
and the Town defence had z lot of anxiety.
A goal to the Rangers in this stage might |
hayve made a great difference in the resalt,
bug they could not complete their attacks
suceessfully, and the Town were destined o
draw first blood,
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A sharp movement ou the left, in which
Agnew and Dennis were equally prominent,
found the ball sent to the middle. Jim
Thompson transferréd to NORMAN THOM-
SON, and that player shot accurately and
without hesitation, so that Hebden was
well beaten. 1t was o fine goal, and from
that point the Town never- looked back.
Dennis and Agnew again made a raid, and
once mote the ball wis middled and found_
its way to Norman Fhomson. He tricked a
bavk and elipped the ball past the goal-
Xeeper, but was brought down, Deunis
rushed past the fallen players and netted,
but, for some reason the referee disaliowed
the goal.
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The yells of disappreval from the crowd
were still in the air when the left wing
once more made play, and after the ball
had been passed and repassed Dennis was
cutting in for goal when John went for him
and brought him down very heavily. Per-
soually 1 had some doubt as to whether
1hke incident merited a penalty kick, but the
referee hagl none, and DENNIS scored from
the spot,
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_Playing with tremeadots pace and yigour |
the Town swept tho Rangers’ lalves and
backs off their feet, and Hebden had a
tively time, More good work by the left
wing, and Jim Thompson took a pass and
made some headway. Confronted by Plun-
kett, he passed to MOFFAT, who slipped
through and lifted the ball over the ad-
voncing Hebden, and -agan it found its
billet in the nen,* !
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The Rangers worked hard but unsucogss-
fully to outwit tlie Town defence, and same
good centres came from the wings, but the
Town were soon back again, and the thrust-
ful work of Dennis and Aguew paved the
way for n ecrimmage -just inside the
penaltf area. JIM 'THOMPSON was the
central point, and he wriggled clear and
ahot, at express speed into the net amidst
scenes of great enthusiasm,

3 *oN ow o

Hebden made some flne saves, and geveral
hard shots went very neor during the few
minutes that remained before tho change
of ends, and the retirement found the Town
xiiﬁh the handsome lead of four goals to
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There was little change in the run of the
play in the sccond half, for after a
moderate opening the Town were soon raid-
ing as vigorously s bhefore, The differ-
ence, however, was th=t they did not show
the same promptitude in front of goal,
consequently they failed to beat HMebden.
He made many fine saves, notably from |
tho ghots of Jim Thompson, but should !
linve boen beaten on other occasions had
there been n little more of the frst-half
ghooting prowess. 2 ‘
y *

. ® » |
The failure of the Town enconraged the
Rongers to strive for a reduction of the
defioit.” Oiten they worked into good posi-
tion with n eleverness that won applause,
but their iiability to finish well, cven whken
tlhey had easy chunces, was their ) doing.
There was some luck of confidence in the
"Town defence, or, rather, a disposition to
hold the Rangers too cheaply, and a severe
gen:h.y might have beem paid bad the

angers been alive to this.
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The second half was blank, much to the
disuppointment of the crowd, who were
oryﬁug for goals, The forwards played as
well in midfield as before, and the shooting
wus nob bad, but there was not enough of
it. All the line played wed, and :cceived
o lot of nssistance from the middle men.
The combination hetween the two cepart-
ments was as bright o feature us in the
previous game,
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Fore and aft the Town were the eironger
side, and therg is no need to further eriti-
ise, except to suggest that the ezsing up
8 able in any part of the team,
and to hope that the first half eltectives
ness will be maintained 10 all maiches. If
§0 the position of the rlub ot the end of

season will be far better than it s to-
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