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JUST HOME.

LUTON HAD TO STRUGGLE GGLE HAED TO WIN.

ABERDARE'S

(By

LUTUN TOWN .. 2

ABERDARE ATHLETIC . 1
LUTON.—Purdy; Granam, Neal, Rennie,
Miltar; Alofat, Thomsou, i DUIPBOU, AgZuew,
venuis,

ALEKUARE. —Brown; Walsh, Brophy: Miiier,
{iaiwood, Hjeot; Saeidon, Mactin, Smith, samcs,
1aylor,

Keieree.—Mr. B. M. Neville, London.

We Lad the aices. duy the worst game
Oi whis year on BSatuiday, Save for iae sl
breezo the weatner was detighiviul, the sua suone

biightiy,  anc the tarl was in  sucn
spi conuition that we looked aci-
ward 0 a sparkiing gawe. Long beiore
it came we were eager for tne end.

1 find diflicusty in atiributing the disappointing
piay to the p.anks of tik wind, but t.ey hud
a4 good deal to do wilh tue lack of baii control.
it is an elcrucntary principle, however, that the
ball suowid be kept on the coipet, and doubiy
secessary 1s this method when the wind is as
stroug s on BSaturday. Yet over aad over
agaiu the Town halves, and the forwards, too,
2t timcs, appeared to vie wich each otiier in an
atwempt 0 esplore the clouds. ‘Lhe co-operation
between the middle line and the attack of the
‘Yown tcam, which has been such a fine feature
of the gaues Lhis year, was wissing, and the
piayers badiy someone to pull them
togeiber and make a teaw. As the gaule pro-
gressed there was delerioration, and il Aberdare
usd awakened to the circ umstances earlier

csult migint have been different. Since Chr
mau we have fancied the Town as strong
linishers in

YTHE MATTER OF STAMINA,

yet one or two players have obviously tired at
the end of an hour, and herein has lain tic
dauger of defcat. Whatever the ability of Trainer
Sarr, he must be puzgled to account for theso
flaws, unless, indeed, he has some special know-
ledge of the difiercnce in the physical attributes
of his charges. It must be patent to players
themselves at this period of the year that they
are under close
While sentiment may have -on’e part in the con-
siderations of the directors, they will not please
supporters if they do not strive to repair the
deficiencies now apparent,

In Saturday’s game

THE MAIN WEAKNESS

was in the middle line. The three have been
doing so well that the setention of the line in
its present form has been aimost unanimously
approved. After playing against the wind in
this game, and supporting the forwards really
well, they fell away badly in the second half,
and long before the end were so worried that
they were kicking wildly, and tackiing had
beonmo hard labour. Possibly the change
)uvy grounds was not  relished
effe Was seen in the
-lmu !orvu‘ play, and the crowd urged
Till to put some ginger into the
game becaure the halves were wilting under the
courageous revival.of the Welshmen. In the last
quarter of an bornr the Aberdare intermediate
line improved, a

'ﬂil STRONG BID
made by the visitors in this period was due to
the determination of the trio,
Playing against the wind, the Town opened

'AIN NEVER
LUTON—Powdrill's PFiel
dry, Dunstable-road,

'A"O.ll—?hher -

ADULTS 1/2 2/4 3/6 49
CHILDREN (n‘uli)u 1/2 1/10 2/4
¢ hl!dnnn der 1 admitte | to Gallery Matinee only 6d.

TWO FORMAN ES I AILY, S‘u-‘l--

PLIICKY

|nq

FIGHT.

CRUSADER.”)

very well, and they deserved to score when NOR.
MAN THOMSON got his goul ulter u sérimmage
wiien tiie ball seetied to go anywhere except in
the right dircction. Brown got so badly hurt by
a kici on the face that he bad to be helped off,
and he did noi take any fartaer part until
alier tae interval. “Aberdare were lucky to have
such an able deputy as James to keep goal.
Not a big fellow, he untlertook the custody of the
goul with a confidence and skil| that surprised
all of us. 1 bave scen hiwm play in most forward
positions and at half-back, and he has never yet
let down his side, but 1 had no idea that he
could aiso keep goai, Brown could not have done
better, and he thoroughly
DESERVED THE PLAUDITS

he received when he reiired at the interval. The
Town had done the wmore attacking, but Aberdgie
defended gumely, and they thouglit themselves
anlucky to -be down at ihe change of ends, as
they considercd thai the ‘Town goal should have
been disatiowed owing to Brown's injury.
Interval score:
LUTON TOWN ..
‘ABERDARE PR

" Brown turned out after
figured at outside-ieft,

mterul and

the
For haif an hour the
Town aad nearly ail the game, and Purdy was

seldom called upon. James and nis backs were
saie, however, and occasionally there was a
quick raid by the visitors, and Taylor and Ma:

un were =
EVER ON THE ALERT

to break througi, while Smith was an active
personality in front of goal. More than once the
crowd scosed danger, and when Browa returned
to keep goul and Jawmes came comparatively
fresh into the forward line, the visitors seemed
to take a new lease of life. Brown had to save
one or two efforts, and spectators heaved a
sigh of relier when J1M THOMPSON scored the
In au attack on the Town left wing

it and Brown was well beaten by a shot that
traveiled like & Mdush into the rigging., But
Aberdare were not dismayed. They worked
HARDER THAN EVER.
and comhinln' n.cu betler than the Ao'n. they
nad the of scoring TAYLOSK,
Piay nad beea on the rigii, and Martin sud-
dealy waipped the ball over to Ihe left wing,
waeie ‘layior was uamarked, and he dashed in
and easily boat Purdy. Iminediately alfterwards
the Town gonlkeeper made a fine save at fuli
lengih, bat dalliea in cicuring aud Swith forced
hian to carry toe ball over the goalline, but
releree penalised the visiting centre-forward—
a rather iucky escape for 'the Town,

If ever we were glad to hear the. whistle it
Jras when 3ir. Neville euded this game, The
Yown were on tenterhooks and the visitors were

GOING S1TRUNGLY.
‘The uncertainty seemed to have caught the Town
ueience aud theré were oiten two or thiee players
in eacn other's way. -Purdy had not much work,

played iy,
former's Kicking was not aiways well directed.
Taey tackled graudiy, and bad more to do than
usual in the late wswges. ‘ihe halves I have
rejerred to aiready, -Their play in the first half
leit little room for complaiut, but was lacking
later, Millar was gencrally too good ior Bhel
don, but Martin gave & lot of trouble, and is
still @ very fine, brainy player. Renuie and
Neal were capital before the change of ends, and
for some time afterwards, but the latter fournd
Taylor and James
A DIFFICULT PAIR

to counter when they got weorking together, and
tiley were on top in couciuding poﬂ.lon
Lennie held Smith very well, but his passing was
not so good as hitherto.
ever, but was inclined to do too much solo work
instead of #nding = coileague better placed.
Norman Thomson was once mnore the artist of
lh. line, and time after time he ivitiated attacks
neither

and
mool could divine his lnwmnu. Jim

second half, for he

A GRAVE DAIGII IPO'I'
to the visitors before the interval,
hr Ahd:-:& Brown and Ji
bwh, 'Iltle anhy was & tireless worker., Har-
wood played,a splendid game as pivot, and Miller

and Nichol were sturdy workers, Taylor was
the pick forward, with just about as

and either of these or Jumes would do
any club good,

'nnn wnl..-m which proves that
the
lh.uu has -bw- since Christmas,

RUGBY

seorono S0HOOLE: RECORD.

With the Eton match, Bedford School ended
j their 1925-2 scason with a 33 points—18 points win,
have now an excellent—and perhaps unique
—record, for they have not lost a school match
for three veasons. They have only lost two such
matches in five years.

They have beaten regularly Dulwich Coll
St. Paul’s 8chool, Oundle School, and Leys He!‘le:)'l.
on five :ueeenlr. occasions e-th and Eton have
not yet Bedford. This scason they have
played 18, lost 5, scored 338 points against 147,
an exccllent. record made against some of the
hest public schools, Loudon clubs, and Cambridge
Colleges.

Inlnt was as lively as |




