SECOND SUCCESSAWAY.

Why Luton Town Won At Exeter.

BRILLIANT

DEFENCE.

5 “ CRUSADER.")

At Exeter: -
LUTON TOWN 2
EXETER CIT 1

Exeter :—Randall; J riton §
Fullan, 200l (in"ln'Purw!I McDevit,

alker, (

Luton: fIm u; umhlm. Till: Rich-
ards, Rennie, i {Inr Pointon, Thomson.
Thompson, Agnew, Clark.

Referee :~ E. C, Sambrook, Swansea.

Park, v, Lei
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writers n the cu
hlhﬁol hand:
thieir suecess. | had to admit that
lh! Town had been bLlesscd with some
luck. Although Excter were defeated, 1
beli that the side they felded on
Satorday is the best-balanced eleven they
have cver turned out against Luton
Town since the war, and could well
- waderstand their success at fouthend.
In some respects, the game was not un-
Jike the 'l'ov\': game with Swindon, for
MI did more attaeking. Their con-
shructive w was the neater, for they
hs the :llbldown nllanly. and o
i nmn able precision, especi in
Their failure was d\u luu
h n-n hulu than to the brilli
the Town defence. In thd n«m hnll
Town -
LASTED BETTER,
and had there been another half-hour to
89, there wmld have been a bigger mar-
.ln in their favour
* The tonditions were all against the
“bigger of the Town players, for the heat
was oppressive, the ground like cast-iron,
and ‘& hall [ . “Time after time the
layers were beates the s
Ll © Exeter t
the more attacking.
and dreary ‘spells of widfield play, and
mix-ups that led W fractious tempers,
t insidents, In the second
ad (o address a section
and two policemen were
nlled to palml the rails. A pear
piece of clinker were aimed
lielumh, and- one issile found
Cautions were adininis-
incidents  were
place after the

referee’s hack was mmed Just before
the finish Agnew, for instance, was
stunding in the middle of the field,
eautious for

THE RETENTION OF THE LEAD,

the play far away ncer tbe corner Hag.
whea he received a crack  across the
ankle that was heard in the stand.
There was not the slightest provocation,
if the incident lmq been observed by
referee” the offeuder must have had
marching orders on the spot
Generally, however, u'wn marring
aﬁwl wgre. restricted to four or five
{On\, and the majority took their gruel
ithout offence.
Tbr distanee to Exeter is reckoned to
be 220 miles frow Lutow, and the journey
uxud nearly five hours, It is too
much to expect players to play sprightl
football immediately after such a
and when Richards guessed wrongiy t
fall of the coin, und the Town hod (v
face a little breeze and a lot of ihe sun, 1
antieipated
A GRUELLING TIME
for them. Taking the half all through,
they got it, Dut did far better in the first
half hour than we could expect. Indeed,
had l’nlmon been able to cope with the
trieky ball, Luton mnight well have been
beiter than their hosts, but pass after
pass, if accepled, was uot turned to ‘good
account, when the Exeter defenders were
scatte! hese ruids were general'y
-umuml by Norman Thomson, who
wnl “spotied” the crowd as soon as
ame started. ~The thrills were et
th. uton end, however, and there was a
tremendous cheer from all round the
ground when Mingay brought off two
extraordinary saves at eclose quarters—
first from Compton, and then fromn
muemu when alone was left to
the breach. His feats did the
ov.a players good, but there was a lack
of -pe‘ed among the Town forwards, and
apart

A TERRIFIC SHOT

from Jim Thompson that skimmed the
bar, Randall was not in serious difficulty.
Still, the Town ha L over the jour-
ney m some extent, and were giving more
trouble to llard and Charlton, and
when Agnew cleverly fed Clark, the
latter dropped the ball in the middle,
||m 'r..m. yson hooked it 1o the right, and
orugon and Pointon went for

l'. mlh Chariton in pursuit. The win,
lobbed the ball uﬂ'ﬂ.n'. and Sl;:vllon -got

It was the first time this season they had

drawan
FIRST BLOOD,

Exeter sweplt down from the kick-off,
but were repelled.  They came aguin on

whe left.  Compton, rununing, us is his
woni. with head @nd body well forward
of his legs. a8 a wan @ us to break
the tape in u sprint, gol OINK, und shot
as Graham brought him down.  Mingay

had et the ball o out, but the whistle
went for a penslty kiek, and CHARLTON
cqaalised from the spot. e Town
players were not satisfied that it was an
offence. but suid e  given a
penalty kick ing that the
CUIIOUS albes L
is always likely to Jead
wheu he is tackled.
play In-rm- the change
but the

save by dashing out and turning aside a
.hm Imm Blackmore, who was right

through.
EXKTER . 1
LUTON 1

The second half was not so geod a
spectacle as the first half. The ball was
in wmidfield for long stretches, all
he deirnders on the alert.
aunswer, but Imu

=

noi so many calls to

backs were nlw-y- n full o' lbc
it was good 1o se, -,
ball out of d‘n.:r Onoe Jim ‘I“mwnn

who was alw «vn worrying the backs, had
a tassle when he ed both backs out
of the way, and then compelled Randall
ball. Hefty work gave the
Town centre-forward possession, and he
sent the ball gently into the Roal: -mouth,
but there was no one near enougi to put
into the empty net. Norman Thomson
managed to catch it before it weat out
of play, and his centre brought more
lusty work in the home goal area, but
the ball was eventually headed clear.

Again the Town goal had
A NARROW ESCAPE.

Hm,uﬁ (rnhn
way o ot shot:
back and clear:d the danger was lifted.
&e‘or ecame again, and Blackmore hit
the foot of the post with a good shot
That was practicully the end of
** Grecians' ' serious efforts, for there-
after the game went in favour of the
Town, and the last quartes of an hour
not ouly brought the winning goal, but
several efforts that deserved goals. Till
and Graham each had shots, and the
home halves and backs began to faller
under pressure.

uml from this I'rn kick

A the d h-lfll ‘I:MI:I“
Kuuged 1 UTY ul I ully, the
nlr‘:z'rk the bar and *und

1o the feet of JIM THOIPSON in the
th-rk of it. as usual, and he bustled it
into the net,

In the nine minutes that remained,
Exeler's goal had

-THRILLING SCENES,

Rennie, after once shooling rds
high, crashed bum), but lnmhll
saved cleverly. ’l'lu-n Agnew missed lhu
target by inches, with a shot scarcel
seen in its passage. Thrice the bal
travelled across goal from centres by
Clark, and then iuton took it on the
run, and a lightning cflort scraped the
bar. He would have scored had his aim
been inches lower. The Town luu-kn and
halves hit the ball first ti ept it
in the home half until um whistle
ununum cd the end.

It was not a game in which the Téwn
Ll)a)od as lklllull) as they can, and 1 am

to say that cven now they have

not attained that mastery and under-
nlundmg we saw at the back-end of last

THE SECRET

of their success lay .in  pluck,
rance, and  whole-hearted endeavour.
sever showed a sign of “lelting
uap. If beaten they turned round as
slick as possible, went after the man in
possession, and every foot of ground was
challenged.  Moreover, they showed
Letter undenundm., and pll)vd to each
other far better than in the Swindon
wal

perseve-

up his hand and ro'.mm it
bout the ml:l‘u.

Wn no_al
g{ from ‘& lcw ol the
AM was etll:d 'Y for the kick.
m ‘made no mistake, Town were
abead lm the «interval,

tcn minutes

Mingay had

Garratt used his hands | o

To the defence must be the gieat mu.i
of praise. 7 licent, and
the gencrous ay £ ed from
the ciowd at half-time, and again ai the
finish, was merited. 1 want to see
nothing better. Graham again excelle: I‘
at back. being sue of foot and .mcunu.‘
in positioning, while his head work \u-‘
as good as any seen this season. Till,

when he alighted from the train, was
feeling far from well, and had to be
doctored. 11ad there been a reserve
player, Till would probably have been a
spectator, but he turned out, and played
like

AC IIAMPlO.\'.

“The old man,” as the spectators
wrongly called him, was as fleet of foot
as his opponcents, and when it came to a
tussle at vlou quarters, his brains were
always

At half lhen was an appreciable im-
provement. Richards and his right wing
were the more often in evidence, snd

occasionally treated us to pretty triangu-
lar play. In delence, the Town Crptain
had a hot handful in Compton, and a
sour-dispositioned player 1n  Walker,
consequently there was hectic work on
that flank, but the big fellow was capable
second half

of tuking it on, and in the
be was a powerful factor. Reamnie also
ave something botter than against
twindon, though he found a trying trio
in opposition. - He was al to play
his own lllﬂ' more, and, though still
lacking the stness nccessary to deal
with a contre forvard as big as Black-

STUCK TO HIS GUNS.

Millar played right up to his best form
again, u‘:i had no su:!nor in his de-

ut.
Wehqvanoly the best of Poin-
ton and Cla k. Neilhr vru umluly Pro-
winent. The pace of the ball m
m-ny times in ‘he first half, and splen-
id passes went astray, es| oh the
sight. After the eh-n.e of ends did
better,” and took part o warm aitacks,
Norman Thomson served u.bnllhnl
football. and thcse not disposed to take
my word may lpt the verdict of that
wonder player of old, James Blessington.
He said that Thomeon was the hest for-
ward in the game. That was after a f.w
minutes’ play, and at the end the
ment warinly confirmed. His fnot
work last season at Exeter puasled the
opposition immensely, and

THE CROWD RBIIHH“BD.
More need not be said.

zh not out of play.
this, pmb-biy, that brought tln in; ‘"5&
i

danger, thou:

iust bzforc the
Thompson made more chnnen
melved for he out to hll
wings very nicely, without getting the
Always tackling the backs, his
n;:l:n disconcerted both Pollard

received

the net, just as the goalkecper threw the
ball away, and late in the second hall
Randall vas lucky to see the ball re-
bound past tie upright, as the clearance
kick struck Thomnson.

The home side played

THEIR BEST FOOTBALL

in the first half. ll. will be a good side
that takes points from Exeter. nndnll
did not seewn too comfortable,
well protected by Pollard and (‘Iurlwn
1 have not seen the right back play better
h rilon  has given more
potished displays. Pullan was the out-
standing player at haif, though all three
did good work, and had nice understan<-
ing with the forwards. Pcol seemed to
tire in the second half. The forwards
were fast and clever. Much was made
of Walker, but, in my opinion, the
brains of the attack lay in McDevitt, He
was always scheming, and his passing
was very fine. Walker was rlrver, with-
out being so effective. Purcell has pace,
and a nice centre in his Comp- |
ton’s skill still makes one \

WONDER WHY?®;
Bristol City allowed him to go.

ore has g ints, is big md speody.
but d did pot make up his mind very
qmckly when ing opportunities

lr. Sambrook could not be blamed for
incidents he did not see. He ke,
with the nme, and was quite impamn l,
as was one of the linesmen. other
flagman seemed to allow the crowd to
affect him in the second half, and one cr
two of his decisions, to say the least,
were incorrect.
There were 8,000 spectators.

NORTHANTS LEAGUE
WATERLOW’S WIN.

—
At Wellingborough on Saturday, Water.
low's Athleti « fine

ance in mlu 'ﬂlhlm

Y for
‘the home LOASBY gave Welling-
borough the lead in- th half, but
Birdsall equalised. ﬂa stroke of time,
mIPKl“ stored the winning goal for

vnmuonovan G



