TOWN TOP THE TABLE

Narrow Victory Over Merthyr Town
SECOND HALF BOMBARUMENT
SADER.)
LUTON TOWN o e ] failure. He wag « i his work, and
MERTHYR TOWN ... ) 1 :'i‘:.': serae géod pa t e st Jacked
LUTON, = M Ly ; i am, Till . mwir

Richards, Gordon, Millar; Po.ntou,
son, Thompson, Woods, Clark.

Thom

MERTHYR. -Lindon; Woodwards, Pedler;
Crewe, Bishop, Clarke; Murphy, Phitly -,
Bell, Sutherland, Pither.

Releree,—Capt. A, Prince-Cox,
There always scems
humility about the very
Towu, bul it is never 3
that turg out for the Welsh clnb. S0 on
Saturday. They began like a feamn out fog
prometion honours, and their Dhiveiiness

HBarnes,

seemed o take awuy the breath of the
Town team It wag not that the play of
the visitorsg wus very clever, but it wae
fraught with dang: and as the Town
seemed unable o control and pase in any
thing like theip best style, we hegan to

wonder if that unbeaten certificate would
be blotted unexpectediy. When Harry Min
g8y made the fault that enabled SUTHER-
LAND to open the score there secmed every
Pprospect of the visitors taking away
AT LEAST A POINT,
Portuuately this gift goa] was the turn-
ing point tor Town, While theiy
general play sull left much to be desired,
they were always the better gide from that
moment. and Merthyr wefe very lucky
indeed to go home with as few as iwo
gonls against
The equalising .ou was the wind-up to
one of the prettiest moyements of the
game. Jim Thompson accepted a pass from
Richards, put the ball out to Pointoa, who
doew his men and tapped inside for NOR-
MAN THOMSON to juggle it past Bighop

N. THOMSON,
who scored the first goal for Luton.

and shoot right away from the out-
stretched hand of Lindon, who managed to
louh it, but could not keep it out of the

Th‘ second half was alj
IN-LUTON'S FAVOUR,
Merthyr were concentrating on defence
right from the restart, and right well
they packed their goal. Several times the
winning goal seemed certain, but the game
wag three-fourths gone when the successful
movement came {rom the right wing. Gor-
don took & pass from Pointon outside a
ruck of players, and, when tackled, sent
she ball across to Millar, who transferred to
WOODS, and the latter kept his head and
bis fect, and took it a bit nearer before
banging it past Lindon, There wus an
peal for offside, but it was nothing like
offside goal, for to my view Woods had
about four or five players betwecen his
Position and the goal when he scored.
The rressure on the visitors’ goa] was
SELDOM RELAXED,

Woods hit the uprigln. and Jim Thompson
ouce got the ball past the burly goal-
keeper, only to see one of the visitors kick
it away from the line ag it was trailing
into the net,

The Town were value for a much better
win, but there is not the efficiency in
sbooting that want to see, and that is
wmost dt-lrlbl. f the position at the head
of their table is to Le maintained. Per-
sonally, I do uot think we shall see many
goals until we get some heavy weather,
and 1 do not think we shaill get the best of
the middle man unti] the conditions are
more to their liking. Time after time on
Baturday they did eplendid work, aud
paved the way for attacks, but the passing
fel] short or

WENT ASTRAY,

and the Merthyr defenders took no risks.
No fault can be found with the defence,
epeaking generally. Mingay certainly made
& bad blunder, and the visitors sh uld
vever have had their goal, but one swall

docs not make a summer, and one bhlnder
shouid not kill & goalkeeper. Graham and
Till once more played finely, though the
latter once missed the tricky ball, and
Graham made one or two quaint kicke,
Both tackied grandly, and in the second
half each had a shot or two, while they
were last in recovery, nd gave the oppo

sition few ¢ of shooting.

Owing to ‘s illness, Gordon wae
brought in o re-half He did not
bring the impiovement that wae possible,

Boue could write him down ®

centre-half,

and Goi mn wer
and weie n"l. L

H. WooDbs,
who scored the winning goal for Luton.

they were striving to get the goal that

meant so much or to increcse their lead,
‘tYiere is need for a sharpening up at the
beginning, and it is not wise to allow the
other side to get the lead.

The lonurda were patchy, and were not
& whit better than the middle men in the
first half, in the matter of ball control
and constructive work, Certainly Merthyr's
halves and backs

HELD ON STUBBORNLY,

and fought every luch of ground, but
Yasseg were not gauged at all well, and it
took several of the players an uncon-
scionatly long time to get a move on when
in ‘possession. Woods was probably the
slowest in this respect, but he is getting
no more than-hig due in giving him tho
credit for making the truest passes and

the best drawing of the defenders. He
used hig witg to good purpose, and was
respontible for many of the most danger-
ous moves. Norman Thomsou played one
of his cleverest games at home, something
like tho work we see away, and his feinting
and pushes through the middle were of
inestimable value. Jim Thompson worked
as hard as ever, but his shooting day hag
to come, and against less intensive methods
than those of the Merthyr players he

WILL GET HIS REWARD,

for his robust and tirciess essays.

Pointon piayed better, and got the ball
across more quickly,
more dangerous t P!
games. Aftér the mishap which caused
his removal on the stretcher just before
the interval, he pluckily turned out again
and did very useful work, some of his
middles being well-nigh perfect,

Merthyr have a great goalkeeper in Lin-
don, After the game he blamed himseif
for the first goal against him, but T could
not see that he had much chance, and he
made many fine saves in the second haif.
Indecd, he made goalkeeping look an easy

job, o .
SURE IN PORITIONING

and handling the ball. Woodwards wae as
good at back as he has been at half-back,
and that is saying a good deal. He and
Pedler kicked hard, and never delayed get-
ting the ball away. Bishop played a strong
game as pivot, though all three halves
tired a good dea) before the Town's furious
onslaughts. Satherland also put in a lot
of good work in defence, and was seldom
very far from the ball, Pither did well,
and in Bell the Welshmen have 2 youngster
who is likely to deovelop into a very fine
leader. Not much wes scen of the right
wing after the first half hour: Bol® Millar
saw to that.

Capt, Prince-Cox had the game well in
haud, and I think this was the hest game
we have had at homco for that reason.
There vcre a few accidentsy but the players
did not take go many liberties with him as
players have done in previous games,
There were ncarly 10,000 spectator; again.

—_——.—————

RESULTS IN BRIEF.

LUTON LEAGUE.
Davis Athlctic “A” 10; Ramblers 0.
FRIENDLIES.

Athletie 3; Morgen's Athletic
mberwell) 6
2' Avondale 6.

RUGBY FOOTBALL.
Luton “A” 3 pts.; Edgware “B” 11 pls,




