DEFEAT.

Luton Town Humbled at Southend.

Middle Line Failings and Defensive dlunders.

(By

SOUTHEND UNITED 2

LUTON TOWN . 1

Southend: Moore: French, Bello Jow.
hurst,  Purdy.  Bavliss: Dennis, Bray
shaw, Hick, Do Snnth,

futon: Tills Riche

M o . Thaison,
Thompson, Woods, De

Referce: R eel,

At the seventh hurdie Luton Town (el
for the first tnne this scason. 1 owas
an  obstacle should  tove  sur

wing for the spell of
oy Ing

For
ital hesitatic
Town defence, and Jouthend
due to faltering, It niay seem a hard
thing to say. of ahe splendid

consistency  of i bueks,  but
neither of the Is should
have been scored. though there were
wecasions whep the Town I was tor-
tunate to escape. The Town made a
very much better start than i pre-

atch, and the hore halves could

not bold themi.  Then, with practcally
THEIR FIRST ESSAY
#t the end of nine winnes. the home

side scored. Tackled by Graham, Sith
wicked the ball on i the Town full back,
and it rebounded over the goal-hine.
Sinith placed the flag kick rather wido
. and DONOGVAN, the smallest
on the field, heac goalwards.
It seemwd as if at least three Tow
players moved aside to let tae ball go to
Mingay. but it was well away from him,
and bounced into the net.

The home teamn were warmed by this
unexpecied success, and for a time the
play was slightly in their favour, though
Moore had trying moments, frer 24
minutes eame a further downfall. Dono-
van put the ball foerward, Graham and
Tilp were going for it, but each appea
10 leave it to the other; HICK slipped
in, and a gentle iob dropped the ball
Just under the bar.

From that mowent until the interval
the Town were

ON TOP,
They set about their work with rare zes|

CRUSADER.")

TOO MUCH! sCO2

cooof Wil pre a o
I the dast ten neoutes the
greai efio and

i

men had hard diive:
The laek was s
i ) AN eane
winntes o the ond. Dennis
‘ pass fronn di ) scon and
div woa lov ey shot, 2 I owas in
everyhady's outh, as all beai
Moore, bui it struck ke farther post,
van back acrosz the goalline, and
ltbongh the Town plavers apnealed for
a goal. the ball was serambled away, A
ad without effect, and
the game ended with the score as above.
It was not a great gane. These are
fow i far hetveen nowadins, There
of  carnes and deter-

now and then
EMENTS OF ROUGHNESS.
and  Noro Thomsin got at
is conscquent upon the South-
f-back trippix nd it was not
until a word of caution had been given
that the trouble ted. At the finish
they walked off together friendly enough.
The fall of the Tewn may have been
due to the mi 1 li in def
but there was another department that
failed—the middle line. Not one of the
three played at his best. Grounds are
not heavy cnough, 1 know; but nobody
knows when t will be. Most atten-
tion was ccn nded by Mair. Opinions
differed as to his qualify. Disappointed
that he did not bring

MORE VIGOUR

into his work, 1 vet should be in the
mood to persevere with him. It was
but his sccond watch in the position,
and none should expect marvels in that
time. It was ncteworthy that the for-
wards did better constructive work than
in any previons game, and T attribute
much of tois to his keeping of the ball
on the carpet. He did not get the ball
out to his wings often enough, though
Dennis b one or two nice passes.
Richards was again slow off the mark,
and Millar not up to the high standard
we have seen in previous games. The
outside men of Southend had too much
dom, but

Bayhiss
lozgerie
end D

and within three wminutes ceeded,
Pointon and N Ti de the
advanco with neat passing. and the
latter, after drawing the upposition,

passed cleverly to JIM THOMPSON, who
coolly stopped the ball before driving it
hard and low into the net, Moore having
we chance,

With inereasing pressure, the Town
fairly penned in the homauwide, as the
interval neared, and the forward work at

ian period was the best combination
they have given this season, e 1
was kept low, the passing snappy
and accurate, and only the desperate

king of the goal and some good saves

Moore, aveited the equaliser. Once
Wouds, with a firstclass individual
movement, just inissed the target with a
lovely shot, but the rcinforced defence
managed to hold out until the whistle
sounded the halt

SOUTHEND

LUTON . . o, T

In the first half, Southend bad the ad-
vantage of a strong_bieeze, but towards
the interval this slaclencd, and 1y atten-
tion.wae drawn to the fact that the flags
were quite otionless when the players
returned. Whether the turn of the tide
had _anything to do with it, T do not
know, but afterwards it was a choppy
wind, and the Town certainly did not
get the same advantage as the home side.
Nevertheless they began as if things
were soon to be straightencd out, and the
home goal had a gruelling time.  The
scor'ng shot coutd not be pulled out,
however, and aithough  half-adozen
good efforts vere put in, there was
always someone in the way

As in the first balf, Southend took
heart, and give the Town defence a lot
£ work, but Mingay and his backs came
through well. Most of the ouslaughts of
the home forwards came by vay of the
,nghl winger, Dennis, who was getting a
ot

FOOTBALL
ON THE TOWN GROUND.
London Combination.

WEDNESDAY, 29th gﬂ
Luton Res.

Tottenham

Hotspur Res.
KICK OFF 5.20 p.m.

all the halves did good
supporting work at times. It was in
speed of recovery that theg were lackin,

most. Richards gct his chin gashed,
and the doctor had to stitch it after the
watch.

Till had

NO EQUAL

as a defender, and his clever tackling
was too much for Dennis and Brayshaw.
Graham was also good, though not quite
so conspicuous as hitherto, prcbably
because he had less work. Mingay never
seemed quite comfortable in his fielding,
and the home centre-forward made a
point of rushing at every opportunity.
The Town goalkeeper made three or four
fine saves. Once in the first half he
saved on his knees at close quarters
when a goal seemed bound to come, and
agein in the second, when Dennis got
right through.

A pleasing feature of the Town dis-
play was the better combination of the
forwards. One writer says they depended
upon weight to get throngh. The idea
is ridiculous.

FINE PASSING MOVEMENTS
were seen, especially in the first Ralf,
and a lot of gronnd was made without
the home defenders being able to inter-
cept. The shooting was  open to
improvement, though several shots came
very near the right billet. Pointon
played his best game to date. He got
into it, and scnt the ball into the middlc
much better, On this form he is likely
to do gocd service and to improve a
lot.  Dennis had not enongh work. Late
in each half he was a dangerous factor,
and had very hard luck when hie hit the
upright.

Norman Thoimson was clever as nsual,
and Pointon got his chances chiefly
throngh the intelligenee of his partner,
Woods was equally er without being
quite so fast on the ball. Fin Thopson

1ad
A ROUGH HOUSE

jto the extent that he was usually taken
care of by a couple of opponents, and
his chances of shooting were minimised,

His goal was something like his old style,
and now we look for more of the kind.

Southend have a fairly good side,’ the
strength of which v n their left back,
Bell. whe plaved cleverly throughoit
Jewhurst, who is a nd wing half;
Purdy, who me as pivot;
and a forward line that does not cut
apers, but knows the right ent for goal.
We should finish well above thew in the
League, for T imagine that they will be
much of a *“home " team.

The appointed referee did nct turn up,
but Bob St the old 'Spur, who was
appointed linesman, handled the game
very well indeed, thoueh missing a few
ofiside incidents.

Prices as usual.

There were upwards of 8.000 spectators,
lading about 500 §som Luten.




