Luton ngain, But
Should& Better,

GILLINGHAM'S DEFEAT,

(W5 “ CRUSADER™) -
| _Ome cam hardly call the progress

Town a “ primirose pagh but it is setis

 the League fable. Three feama are abead
&t preseat, but ench bas played a game more
| Witlie the rst below, Millwall, have a point
: iesa for two more games played. It is Just
s well to bear in mind, however, that the
Town bave played five of their games at
home, and if two peints come st the ex-
pense of Norwich there will have been two
matches at home for each away.
| With our defence playing so well, however,
" that is not so formidsjle &4 it might appear.
|

What concerns most of us are the rather
UNSATISFACTORY FEATURES
of halback play snd sheoling by the for-
wards, If there is a strengthening of these
departments we may well look to the future
with @ good deal of hope, For this reason:
Daring the lasi ve or mix yesrs this
Southern Section of the Third Division has
been monopolised by half-a-dozen clube, as
{far as chi i, are
The clubs with financial stability have gener-
ally made the pace.  Last gesson we had
the exception in Reading, ang that, T think,
was the beginning of the change that means
a chance for clube like Luten Town,
here there is @ winning team there will
be the support, Reading, twe sessons ago,
had to canvass tradesmen before they conld
find the money to bring the team to Luton.
Last eeason they made
A HAXDSOME PROFIT,

and the question as to whether it would pay
Luton to get into the Second Division is
lusi i of

y the
Resding, Last Saturday there were 25,000
spectators at Elm Park, and, whileit is difficult
1o imagine that number at Luton, even for
s Second Divieion game, there can be little
doubt, judging from the attendances to
date, that there would be something like
an aversge of 12,000 if promotion were
earned.

Where they would come from, I cannot
&ness, but neither conld Reading have sup-
plied an snswer two seasons ago, when their
attendances jwere more often in the neigh-
bourhood of 4,000 than 10,000. The people
come with the victories, and it is nothing
short of remarkable that there should be
‘such an sttendance at Reading, considering
that they have won only two of their teu

games.
After & fifth of the games have been
played Luton's position shows
A DISTINCT CHANCE

of promotion if there is the enterprrise to
strengthen the side where necessary, and it
is constantly a topic among supporters that
there is immediats need for new players.
1 do not jadvocate the squandering of the
extra money sccruing from the eplendid
gates, for the men doing duty to-day have
not been gathered at great outlay. Some
supporters are hankering for men .at any
cost, but that is impossible while the Club
is under obligations of no small considera-
tion to the bank, My concern ie the heavy
programme, 1t cannot be arzued that there
haa been severe suffering owing to injury
so far. The mishap to Dennis in the first
game was n red light; the hurt to Agnew
brought out the qualities of Woods; but the
aceident to Moir, which, to my mind, is
more serious than mow appears (I sincereiy
hope I may be mistaken), robs the Club
of the most reliable deputy for either
Graham or Till. There iz no player of




sufficient skill
TO REPAIR THE DEFICIENCY

il cither of these gets injured. The Reeerves
cannot be expected to continue playing two
games & week withont reinforcement, and,
while the directors have made a good move,
and, I believe, something of a capture, in
Paddy Corcoren, mentioned eclsewhere,
the emphatic call is for another back and
one or iwo half-backa.

An old friend put it to me on Saturday
night that 1 wanted to see anyone at centre-
half in preference to Rennie, That is in-
correct. ~ While he has not fulfilled all ex-
pectations, Andy Remnic fs the best we
have, but at the moment he is out of the
question, and a big, strong man is needsd
‘fnr this position. Even suppoeing that
every position in the first team were
 adequately filled at the moment, however,
there is (he reserve strength to be con-
sidercd, and unlefs eomething i done it is
- possible that the chances of realising ambi-
{ions mey be jeopardised, if mot wholly

BLOTTED OUT.

‘ Gillinghan put up a good show in the first
halt of the game lost Salurdsy, but, un-
mistakeably, revealed the hali-back wealk-
ness. 'They were too fast and too clever
for the Town's middle men in the first half-
our, and but for the courageous and skil-
ful delenca of Graham and Till the firat
homa dofeat would have been -infiicted.
“There wha in the play of the visitors some-
lhing of the stsle and clss we saw in the
play of the 'Spurs' team the previous Wed-
‘pesday; the ball was kept down, swunz
about from plager to plaver, and the middle
‘men moved up in eupport of {he forwards.
‘No sharper fest of the Town's defence could
bo desired, nnd tho credit for tho Town's
success in the firet half went to the defence.
"'Jim THOMPSON seored a very fine goal
after Woods had done the firet part of the
scheming.  Subsequently the whole of tho
Town team plaged better, and the ineide
forwards did brilliant, speedy. work at timss,
but sometbing was lackng from
| THE MACHINERY.

|

Jim THOMPSON got the second goal s ihe
‘yesult - of this clever inside forward play,
nd it was well for him, perhnps,sthat e
‘ame out_of his shell, for Reid's displays
with the Reserves have qualified him for the
Teadership of the aitack as eoom as tae
directors have made up their winds,

- Other gopls should hate been Teziatered,
for the work merited it, and this poor

tories by the odd gonl in three are wolcome,
thero would be_more confidence if there werce
‘improvement in marksmanship.  Gilling-
ham were mo beiter, it is true, and
RUTHERFORD was lucky to get his gosl
ofter Gordon had blocked the first free-kick.
Mingay muat have been unsighted when
Rutherford got in his eccond shot, but the
olq Town player was delighted with }is
success.

The second half display of {he Town gave

them
THE RIGHT TO VICTORY.

There was something more liko balance in
the side. ~Mingay kept gonl well; Till wae
magnificent, the best defender, if mot the
best player, on the field. His understan-
ding withhllﬂ):nrﬂnifp
AR the visitors,
3: fo:‘:el{ and he and Richards are not
isi) 0 wel
(‘}I:;S::}‘:I:gii:y n;';u ionmid was proved by
assing, but ho is mot Iu

Po’z' tﬁa ee':iwb-u berth as play wou-,ec»da.y.
Thero was teally’ bright combinntion e
{ween him an the inside forwards in .the
second hlﬂf. **So between the flanlk hal
pnd their wings, but Millar was the “best
mﬁsmd n::’d“xpmnn Thomson were the
eporka forward, -m;} ech played clover ool
ball, being eure of Toot and allegother
Ve DO IRLCKT 6

G LN mhey i) o shogh
fax e oopoeiion, T re'on he buck |




division was pronounced, as usus], and he
quite deserved his two goals. Clark was
prone to hang on too long, but did very well
betimes, without exeelling the performance
of Pointon at Southend, and Dennis has no
serious rival for the extreme left position
For the first time Dennis failed to score
from a penalty-kick. He ehot etraight at
Ferguson, and the ball struck the goal-
keeper’s foot and rose over the bar.
Gillingham's best were Ferguson, who
kept goal splendidly; the backs, who were
fearless and resolute; Rutherford, until re
ot tired of chueing the Town's inside for-
‘wards; and Marshall, the clever inside-right.
ere were upwards of 9,000 spectators,
end the game was worth the uttendance.
LUTON TOWN . ve 2
GILLINGHAM .
LUTON. — Mingny
Richards, Gordon, Mil]
ompson, Woode, Dennis,
GILLINGHAM, — Ferguson; ~Robertson,
Bartley; Nichol, Rutherford, Ellis; Meston,
Marshall, Amos. Arblaster, Foster.
Referee.—Mr. G. T. Gould, London.

1
Graham, Till;
Clark, Thomson
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