_ LUTON TLOSE

! After Giving Their
Best Performance,

(By “CRUSADER”: *
Sometimes when Luton Town play aya
and 1 nave o tell the story of defeat )1
am teld: ~ Ah, it ig all Yery wel]l for youa
o say they did not deserve to lose, but
Ye were no. there to pee.” I was re-
minded of this on Baturaay evening whey
Lthe Ede was over, Yhere were jus. a few
Lulonmusv breseut, and they were unam-
mously of tue view, as were the home
supporters, Lhat the Lown should have got
at the very least one point, There Was iu
their play a brightuess that we have not
seen equalied this season, Even the
second half play at Bristol In the first
half of the season was not comparabie
With the skill that was generally main.
tained at Somerton Park, Newport

played

VERY GOOD FOOTBALL,
and clean withal, but the play of the Towh
was a revelation to e, ana I have seen
all tneir gumes this season,  ‘here has
been respectabie combiration at times, with
the shooting poor, and 1 cannot say there

Was auy great Lmprovement in marks.
wanship in this gume, but for understand-
lug between Lhe wmiddle and forward lines,
and rapid advance, with the bail on the
carpet, the Wown have shown nothiug to
cqual their latest. Certainly I have not
seen them play a game this season where
the haives and forwards got the bail on
the ground so well, It gave us great
hopes ol bringing away

A BRACE OF POINTS,
and with one or two amendments, and the
maintenance of this style of play, there is
00 need to feur auything for uie luture,
aud reason to hope for the best,

Une of the wmain reasons for the Town's
better play was the condition of the
ground. ‘he rain had not touched Newport
until Luursday, and then for two days dia
110t cease, and the turf was yiclding Jjusu
enough to enable players to keep the baly
well under control, ¢

I'he fault for the defeat wag inefficient
refereeing, and the own got less than
their due. The players were easy to con-
Lros, and got on extremely well,

INFRINGEMENTS WERE RARE

aud not o6f a. eerious character. The
crowd, nowever, while never stinting their
admiration for good efforts by the Town
players as well as their own, never lost an
opportunicy of claiming an advantage, and
as tiney becume more insistent, Mr, Collins
secured the. miove .disposed to heed the
appeals.: Iv was regrettable, for he began
well, but there could be no excuse for the
zoa] he disallowed when Thomson netted,
and in the last minute the Town should
bave had a penalty-kick. When Newport
got the winning goal Gittins received from
Bowsher, but the ball bounced, and to
secure conirol the ingide-right palpably
USED HIS HAND,
but the reteree ‘was °then awkwardly
placed, and the plame lay with the lines-
mwn.

L'here was no advantage in the fall of the
coin, and play opened eveniy, but the Town
wele the uiore azgressive before a goal
was scored, Their marksmanghip was
poor, howevyer, and Newport got first blood.
T'his was due to Pugh knocking Mingay
over the goal-line when the goalkeeper was
Lolding the ball, and from the flag-kick
GITTTNS scored with his third shot, the
bail hitting the bar to fall into the net.
T.iiton were Lhie hetter team after this and




' . MACHINE-LIKE
combination took the ball through over
and over again. Ore of these line attacks
ended with Dennis passing to WOODS
and tie ex-Arsenal player took the ball as
it met the groand, and a lightuing shot
equalised the wpcores. Then Reid’s force-
ful work and dcsperate attempts to score
brought down the goalkeeper, who was'
well out, and zmm the latter the ball
went goalwards, a¢:d Thomson ran in and
netted. The referee turned to the centre,
but the home players appcaled, and he
then turned round and gave a free-kick.
Still, the Town were in a happy mood,
and following more pleasing work, REID
got a pass, :
OYVERCAME BOTH BACKS
as they tried to bring him down, and then
crasned the bail into the rigsing.

Mingay had sonme WArm WOIK alter this,
but tue ‘own were playing with conu-
dence, and deserved taewr lead ab iue
conauge of ends.

Jhey did not make a good resumption,
and Newport, with a re-arranged attack,
were aggressive tor a while, buc the 21own
got moving again, and after a mnice eflort
by Reid and a puass to Dennis, the latter
should have done better than _hit _the
rails, Newport were very thrustful, _how-
ever, and irom a nice effort by ' Johnson
Mingay beat the ball down to the feet or
JAMES atter tue latter had headed in,
and 1t was at once .

RAMMED IOME,

Aluch good piay loliowed, wnough not ot
the quaudvy Of tue Hrst half, ana we had
made up our minds that a point would
comle -to Luton wnen Gittins brou it the
pall dowu with his hand and D
JOHNSON, who suot instantly, and DMin-
gay was well beaten with a swerviug low
cross-shot.. 'I'he Lown appealed for liands
against Gitting and offside against John-
son, but without effect, In tho closing
stages the home backs were glad to find
touch often, but ancther chance came 2
minute from the end, when the Lown
dofenders were well peated. Olark ran in
and seemed certain to score when he was

PUSHED RIGHT OVER
e home backs, and fell face
goal. Maidment gathered
the ball and lay i

players wele appealing for a penalty-kick,
and then the referee.made the players
stand aside while Maidment got up and
gont the ball clear, i ;

That was the closing thrill of a game

that was good enough in every respect

by one of th
foremost into the

though he still hangs on. )
and Richards were gplendid backs, an:
with o few more garues the latter would
gurprise the Town followers. He i8 safe
‘without being showy, and his - powerful
a8 a great asset when the home for-
wards got too exuberant at close quarters.
The middle men were better than in any
preyious game, though Rennie tired in the
secoud half. Thei::h a.ll-:'f)mll;dwg)rléxy aud
ombination with the attac ¢
% i DELIGHTEUL FACTO%S.
and all three kept the ball down splen-
didly. Reld was @, tireless leader, and made
“gopd efforts and des

b s the
ble. glsill, - Dennis ‘resbon
-fﬁ“@:ﬁ‘fﬂuf half, but Clark was not nem-ly
50 good as usual, and on the whole he had
fternoon. 3 {
?Igggvl;)&t's best were Smith, Bowsher, Tor

, and Johnson.

‘ymigﬁ{’\b’nl’olt% COUNTY g
LUTON TOWN i
EWPORT.—-Mmdment Smi

Nairn, B.owisberi* Ownrd / James
?%%"fo%l.ttfshﬁu?my' Graham, Richards
.Giordon, Tennie, Millari: Clark Thomson
Teid, Woods, Dennis. = 5



	Newport away
	Newport away2

