WATFORD WIN.

LUTON TOWN'S MISFORTUNE:

GRAHAM

INJURED.

New Goalkeeper’s Impressive Displ:

1V,

By Crusader.

WATFORD 2

“ATFORD —Yates; . Prior. Fletcher; F,
h. F. Smith, Strain; Stephenson,

\\nrmr Edmonds, Swan, Daniels,

Referee.—Mr, W,

Good-bye, Octoler! Every football fol-

LUTON

LUTON.- Harper, Craham
Renuvie, Millar: Pointen, Thoms
son, Woods, Dennis.

Musther, London,

right-hail, and Woods cawe over to the

Jower in Luton will say that most [right of Jim Thomwpson. 'inat was how
ferveatly. It has hcon o dicestrous | they lMned up  whe, the second  hali
month: full of troubl=s and loss. Whereas d with the scorei—

the end of September fcund all of us aglow 1
with anticipation, we embark upon chili 0

November lcaded with a.axiety and mis
giving. One little beam wurmed us at the
end of the month—the acquisition of a
new goalkeeper. Whocver was respousible
for the move that secured Williaw Harper
last week made a very real sten towards
the retention of the confidence of the sup-

Edmc nda opportm sm was in evidence
innediately tie game was resumed. Tiil
made a weak kick, and EDMONDS got pos-
on. Taekled by Till, ic managed to
retain the Lall, and thongh Harper ran
out and narrowed tha gap, the Watford
centre-forward siot to the goalkecper’s left

porters. la therc be no mistuke about | and. The ball struck the upright and
this: unless the followers of the club find | gribbled over the line, In sowc 1espects it
that weaknesses in the teams are reme- | wag

died, the * gates " will diminish very con- A LUCKY GOAL,

siderably. but Fdmonds had done more than any

"THE SPLENDID START other forward to deserve lis score.

made by the fiist elcven b 1t was sone time hefore the Town got
better atte moving at all weil, but eventually they

Tt | e tuilur
rd

the last wmonth hav
effeet. Misfortune, in the
has switten the coub very
the sympathy of the truc enthusiast, hut
the avernge follower does not troubie a lot
about thui: he wauts 1o see matches won,
and the only way to kcep his inteiest is
to see that hie gets what he wants. After

adopted the tactics of the home side—kick-
ing the ball forward and racing the backs
for poasesston. Still, the pley wos of a
scrambling character, and individual
dashes were 8o well covered that the crowd
grew cold. About midway through the
half the Town opened out strongly, and
Yates had a lot to do. Pointon was the

the game at Watford I am more consineed | (pior iy sirument  of  aggression, and
than gxer Ahat khe o at the |, tiated the attack that succecded. The
moment is going 1o cosi Mo but it went out to the left wing, and was

will be wise investment. Harj
if bis form at Watford 1= a fair s

A GIFT FROM THE GODS,
but “cvery position canuot be filled so-
cheaply, If ~0, the traunsier systew would
Jever operate,

On Saturday morning a friend at Wat.
pang up on the ‘phone and told me that
Watford would win. 1 dificied, tor, to be
eandi), 1 believe the Wown Lave talent
enongh to take the points from a1y side
iu the Lea wrovided conditions and cir-

crossed in front of goal two or threc times
before it came on the bounce to Norman
THOMSON. He ekilfully
OBBIYD THE BALL

to the !nrther end of the goal, over the
goaikecy tead, and Jim Thompson and
Dennis rushed it into the net. 1t appeared
as if Jim Thompszon had scored, but the
referee told me after the game that the
hall was over the line at least o couple of
feet before Jim Thompson touched it, and
the goal belonged to Norman Thomson.

In the last guarter of zn hour, Harper

enmstances arc cqual. At Watford we had

« tested to the frll, and saved splen-
what we have so often =con tiis scason, | ¥a5 tested t .
the Town making a siow start and n | HdIs: Swan once headed into the net,
arrears at half-time, but I think the home | MW "4

side had pretty well shot their holt, and
it was their good fortuse that Graham
could take
NO FYURTHER PART.

Thus the Town, while holding their own
pretty well, all things consider could
not pull out the extra hit that has pulled
them through so often. Graham received
an injury that wili probably keep him
out of the side for a week or two, and so
the Town had but ten men for the whole of
the sccond half.

Watford were the better side in the first
forty-five, and the man chicly responsible
for the damage was a Lutonian hy birth—
Edmonds. He proved once more that the
backbone of a side mnowadays requires
strength and vigour as much as anything

se. Constautly hustling the Town
defenders, it was solely due to

EDMONDS' ENTERPRISE

that Watford scored four minutes from the
start. An aimless kick by one of the home
balves went over Graham’s head. The
back managed to get the hall, but could
wot control it for the clearance, and
Fdmonds, pushing and bustling from
behind, knocked Graham off thc bail and
managed to get it close to the upright
as Harper came to bar the shot, bhut
Edmonds is a wary old hand, and,
instead of shooting, slipped the ball across
to WARNER, who was quite unmarked,
and had only to tap it into the net.

Watford’s goal had

A NARROW ESCAPE

in the .ub-eqm'm. play, for Yates was dig-
L and the

ball was on ﬂw ground between goalkeeper
and forward, though the latter could not
see it until the goalkecper had recovered
it, Before the game the Town players
were grumbling about the rough state of
the ground, which was very lumpy, and
.Ilmnnl- to pass on carpet - were
most. useless. . Watford, on the other
hml. swung the ball about, hitting it
hard, and rushing the Town backs. Harper
had pleniy to do, much more than Yates,

and
in positioning, safe fielding, and quick
clearsnces won approbation of the
Luton supporters, and he was

CHEERED TO THE ECHO,

Yates made a few saves, and the Town
had scveral corners, but the ball was
usually sent high over the bar, or well
wide. There was not much in it in the
last quarter of an howur before the iuter.

val, and we were looking forward to the
balt when Graham met with his accident.
There had been a scuffic near the Town
goal, hut the ball was got away. Swan
was on the point of taking a shot when
Graham cleared, a the forward's hoot
met the back’s gkin. Graham was carried
off, and the ambulance men and Billy
Barr had only just hegun to attend to him
dhen the whirtle went for the interval.
CGraham was carried-off in a rug, and it
was feared that he had sustained an accl-
dent similar to that which befell Richards
last season, but examination proved other-
wive. Still, it was
A BAD JOB

for the Town, as with only ten mien the
wachinery hul 10 be rearranged. don
wout w fell back, Norman Thomson to

glorions chanee of equalising, but his shot
went straight to Yates, who caught it and
cleared, nnd the end came with the score
as aobove.
CHIEF CREDIT

for the success of Watford belongs to
Edinonds. A few weeks ago it was pos-
eible he might come to Luton, but Watford
took him, and he Fas paid for himeell
already. He was too tough for Rennie,
and though he did not get in many shots,
led the onslaughts, and was nlways on
the premises when there was a chance of
scoring. Harper won the admiration of
the crowd, and T venture the opinion that
every Luton sunporter who saw the game,
will now tick off that department as
satisfactory. He played splendidly, and
though it is early to throw bouquets, and
I am old enough to know that he will
make mistakes if he <tays long enough,
without any hesitation T can say that he
went about his work with more

STYLE AND CONFIDENCE
than any goalkeeper I have seen under
the Luton bar since the war days, when
the club could borrow or commandeer
players.

At back, Graham did not begin well, but
was going great guns when he met with
his mishap. Till made the error that gave
Watford the second goal, but played a fine
game as usual, and had no equal among
the backs. At half, Millar came back to
his best, and overcame the elusive
Stephenson time after time. It is curious
how Millar always does well against this,
probably the most expeunsive of Watford's
playere. In the second half he tnok

A CONSIDERABLE PART

in the attacks om the Watford goal, and
played well throughout. Gordon did
much effective work, and when he took
Graham’s place, the home left- wing found
him more difficult to beat than ever.
Rennie is not the player he was last back
end. He is of the right build, and can
play football, but lacked the spirit neces-
sary to overcome Edmonds.

The forwards were troubled by the rough
state of the pitch. Pointon did not get
enough work in the first balf. Norman
Thomson wae too intemt upon feeding Jim
Thompson, and in this connection I would
point out that

THE MATN CRITICISM

against John Shankly last season was
that he ran towa his partner and then
passed to him when he was covered.

Thomeon does the. other thing—sweeps the
ball inside when everybody is expecting
a pass to the wing. Perbaps he overdid
it, but scveral times when he let Pointon
have it, the whistle went for offside.
Pointon was the most effective unit of
attack in the second half. It was Norman
‘Thomson's turn to get a goal. Jim Thomp-
son did not reach his best by any means,
bot was well covered by the opposition.
Woods was clever, but painfully slow, and
Dennis, though better than the previous
week, still much below his best. |

For Watford, Yates appears to be a use-
ful roalkeeper, and Fletcher was a shrewd

defender. ~ Strain_was the pick of the
middle men, and Edmonds the outetand-
ing forward. N

re were upwards of 11.000 spectatora.



