RAMAGE

COVENTRY’S CENTRE - HALF THE
CONQUERING HERO.

(By “CRUSADER.")

.. 4 gouls
1 goal

COVENTRY CITY
LUTON 1
COVENTRY. N . Mouldey,
Gay; Brown, Ramage, Hopper,
Dunn, Heathcote, Herbeit, Ferguson,
LUTON. — Harper; Richards, Till; Black,
Reunie, Millar; Pointon, Woods, Thompson,
Reid, Clark.
Referec: D. H. Asson, West Bromwich,
Several weeks ago, before Luton Town's
mistortunes had begun 10 multiply, &
Lutonian, who is in exile, e2id, * This is
going to be Luton’s lucky season, You
maik my words, we are going to do very
weli this year.” 1 am now wondering if
that gentleman has lost his *Ju-ju” or
touchstone. Had he been ai Covenury on
Saturday he would iave thought that all
the medicine men and soicerers of this
world had conspired to work an evil spell
to the detriment of Luton. It did not
ma-fer that at Coveatry station a magnifi-
cent black cat was quite friendly and
allowed members of the team to stroke its
fur the right way. It did not matter that
a hearty band of ‘supporters set on edge
the merves of Coventry policemen, who
quoted & bye-law, stating that street muso
was niot allowed; and that the term in-
cluded vocal efforts. It did not matter that
the ground was just in
THAT MISH-MOSH CONDITION
that the players say they prefer, or that
Richards, having lived in Scotland, knew
which way the bawbee would fall when the
new , Ramage, spun it in the air,
Somcone said that Coveniry got three goals
through a chapter of accidents. I should
like another word for it, but I don't know
one, unl il , it is—Ramage.
Ramage is the new mau Coventry have
begged, orrowed or bought from Hearvs of
Mid! , and I am sure that all the sup-
porters will agree with me when Y exy that
he was the outstanding player of the
iwenty-two. . Of maguificent build, he was
the chief instrument in helping co’vmtry to
three goals lead When the Town were
struggling to get into their stride. He was
stalwart who prevented the Town
getting hreo goals when they were playing
1eally good football l:ﬂtho second half.
R ti

Some
iden of how he came to Coventry was given
me by the Coventry officials, and the more
we saw of him the more we regretied that
his mileage had not heen
A LITTLE FARTHER
and brought him to Luton. If he remains
at Coventry you can be assured that the
“ Bantams " will not long be in uheir
present lowly position. One man alone
cannot win a match, perhaps, but when hie
influence spreads and permeates his col-
leagues as did that of Ramage, then he
merits the honours. It is & weakness of
mine to think that the dominating person-
ality in a game is of far greater value in
the pivotal pesition than elsewhere, He is
a real ;er ence

RAMPANT.

ball. ihehaids went the higher, and headed:
y, hut the whistle went and a
awardal in spiie of Richaids
ne eertainly I saw
No SI¢ OF AN OFFENCE.,

RAMAGE ook the kick, and a great drive
seemcd to gather impetus from the greasy
ground ns it went direct to Harper, who
was well placea for it. He got his hands
to the ball, but it went through them and
off his hnces and landed high in the net.
It was @ splendid siot. Just before this
Jim Thompson fell lame, and through this
mishap the third goal came. He stopped
the ball, but counld not go after iv quickly,
with the 1esult thau it was snapped up by
Richards, who turned and kicked it gently
with the intention of allowing Harper to
clear. He only put iy just right for HER-
BERT, hewever, who promptly jumped in
and shot into the net as Harper came out.

Those were the three goals by which
Coventry led with the gime about 20
minutes old. Instead of losing heart the
Town buckled into it with a will. Jim
Thompson had gone to outside left. Clark
inside, and Keid centre. Woods, who was
playing fine football, and keeping: the bal}
moving, initiated gave w0
Pointon. The latter returned the ball, and
the inside right took a shot; CLARK de-
flected the ball as it came through the
mud at & great pace, and Newton was well
bea

The Town attacked frequently after this,

but chances were missed through dalliance,

and at the interval the score read:—
COVENTRY CITY . 3 goals
LUTON TOWN .. 1 goal

Our hopes of seeing the Town make o big
and successful effort to get on level terms
were doomed to disappointment.. Reid was
well on the mark, and Newton had some
anxious momeats, bui a sudden rush by
the home imside forwards gave DUNN
plenty of time to sum up a chance, and
:r; gave Harper no ehance with a fast cross

t.

0t.

It was after this that we saw ihe best of
tho Town. They did the major portion of
the attacking, and yet Coventry were in-
finitely more dangerous when they got on
the move. cleverness of Rennie in
dribbling and feeding was excellent, and
time after time the forwards were well
placed for scoring, but could not find that
extra bit of “devil ” that would have done
the trick. It was in this period that
Ramage stood out as a great defemsive
asset; his alertness saved the home
forwards, and had they doubled their acore
it would have occasioned no surprise, so
marked was the contrast between their
finishing dash and that of the Town. So
the game wore on 10 the end, and the Town

1
and attack, und in touch with every sector
and every unit. Various amounts were

figures has been poid for him, though I
should be surpriscd if the deal were quite

were average game, he was worth iv—
if & player ever were worth a transfer fee,
THE OTHER PLAYERS

did well, and not & penny was paid for
them, but I do not think they would have
done anything like so well without
Ramage,

Coventry began well on the heavy ground,
were quicker on the ball than the majority
of the Town players, and were certainly
faster in possession. Moreover, they were
not afraid to swing the bull about, and so
Harper had early opportunities of showing
his mettle. The Town & territorial ad-
vantage, but were too strong in their pass-
ing, and iime after time when a gentle tap
would have brought a cargo of trouble for
Newton, the ball was given a wallop that
took it wide and safe. Black was slow in
theso early stages, the main t
came from the home left wing, and it was
nice understanding between the j that
brought about several attacks.
the first goal, and although it has been

as due 10 the extraordinary skill of Her-
facy that

tach to T,

The Town attacked strongly after this,
and Reid put in a couple of hammer-blow
shots, Newton having a lot to do and doing
it well. One flerce drive spun out of his
hands, but went the right side of the post.
Jim Thompson ap; &  penalty

cannon shot hit & defender, and Newton
punched on to the bar a shot from Clark,
and the ball went over. Then came a
further success to Coventry. A lofty kick
was made, and Heathcote and Ricnards,
25 yards from goal, jumped to d the

recorded by some of the Coventry writers | The
Dert, all that he had to do with it was the :

pea for
when a mighty drive that was going like a | clever,

completed, hut, whatever the cost, if this | and

capable oll‘ hold
THE NIPPY_INSIDE FORWARDS,

Woods was the lending light forward,
one who could hold e

For Coventrs, Newton and his backs were
pretty sound. Gay was especially good, but
1 think they imbibed confidence from Ram-
age, who was a great player in every sense
of thy word, Brown also played & fine
game, Aill ihe forwards were fast and
,» but Hopper and Ferguson, the wing
men, especinlly shone.

Mr. Asson will not referee another F.A.
Cup Final on this form. He made many
mistakes, though impartial, %

There were not more than 5,000 present,

and some 700 hailed from Luton,



