SWINDON SURPRISED.

LUCKY WIN

OVER LUTON TOWN
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Fraser’s

Debut.
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By Crusader.

SWINDON TOWN 2 woals
LUTON TOWN Nil

Dickinson, Weston:

denyer,

Black,

an
Fomton, I'.lnihm

¥
must e weeks sine
am tiavelled w th <o much confidence on
what <cemed a hopeless auest, hut, ven
Wwith ihe result as above, there was justifi-
ention tor that confidence. At least one
have heen wrested from the
ene leaders, and with cven a crust of
ler alone u =lice. both points wonld
»me to Luton. Taking the game as
& whole Luton were worthv a division of
the  <poils. and s proof 1 give two
opinos.

After the match there was some doubt
@#s to wiether Morris hatl x-ored, and I
went into the Swindon dressing-room to
verify. It was correct that he had, hut
there was a chorvs of admissions that he
had Foen very lucky indeed to do so.
REFEMEE'S VIEW.

Secondly, the releree. At Luton T usually
verity hix identity, but st Swindon 1 did
not trouhble, as geveral spapermen said
they had confirned 1 names on the
proziamme and il wewe correct.  The
gane did net reqiire much prominence
lrum e referee, and having seen Mr.

ichaids, of Bristol, only once, and that at
l.mn at the Leginning of the scasom, T
did not disti i<k the diffcrence Letwoen
him and Mr. . of Forest Gate, who
the London Combina-
tion match at Luton. 1 never considered
the jatter for a mowent, but when we were
travelling from Paddiugton to King's Cross

e was in the same eorriaze, and then we
discovered that he had been the official,
He was telling another refereec how lucky
Byindon had hec) to get the points, and
that Luten should have won the game in
the first half,

The corre

Buve

L]
shouvid have takel

n of the referec’s name in
the Telegraph ” was ma’e on
inforu N given by Mr. Green at Luton.

DEFECTIVE MARKSHANEHIP.
®

e of the reports are a gross travesty
run of the game. Luton had sixty
t. of the play in the first half, and |
there was nothing  like that difference
hetween the teams™ in the second, when
on hld a slight advantage. The
1 geored by the home side was
one Iml error the referee made, and

the
it shonld never have beer aliowed. On
the other hand the Town miseed a tremen-
dous mnmber of chances, the marksman-
the inside men being the chief

We were all surprised to find the ground
in such good condition, though before the
secon, was well gone the traffic bad
made it a frightful mess. Once Bob Gra.
ham and Morris went down together and
slid five or six yards-together, and were
almost too sticky to get up.

BETTER COMBINATION.

ore than half of the first period
were usually opesating
eon cho hllr -way line, and the home hacks
@nd haives were fighting stubborniy and
vigorously to resist the onslanghts of the
back work, the Luton vanguard proved
more than a match for the opposition in
mi work, ard their constructive
efforts put the home team entirely in the
shade. It is true that Dickinson was hurt
uhuutn.m-mmam
halves, Lut that made little difference,.for
before then, as after, Luton attack
fast and agile, and if the shooting
been i'hythlu like it appears to have been
in the London Combiuation match at home,
there would have been extraordinary sur.’
prise for the litlle crowd at Luton when
the hair- scores went up,
A STRIDE TOO MANY,

In the opening stages Fraser seemed a
trifie mervy, but within five minues was as
cool as any player on the field, and was’
going just as coufidently and as strongly
@8 if in a Reserves’ game. It was through
his fine work that the Luton left wing

prominent early on by repeated
dashes. Both wingers dropped the ball
over ricely, but the inside forwards were
all guilty of taking a stride too many
hlon ,nm.. aithough in. this connee-
nther did not err so much, hecause
h. -n most unselfishly trying to make
ehances for others. Aguew was the big-
gest sinner, and scveial times had a chance
of hitting the ball hard at goa!, but
wanted to take another yard shorter range,
and the result was that hig siiots, sirong
enough w! they cume, were blocked by
defenders.
MORE ATTRACTIVE METHOD.
The inside- lcﬂ. worked with great zecal,
Y do uot think I am far
wrong in -ylnc that the understanding
between Clark, Aguew, and Frazer was as
®00d ag uny left wing combination we have
seen this season, Time after time Clark
giound and then slipped the lall
inside to his colicague, and if the latter
Bad taken his courage in both hands and
beited tic ball at goal first time I-think
he would have mét with more than one
success in the first quarter of an hour.
There was much more attractive mdhﬂ

the home vide were playing almost all
the time tor Morris to make a single-
handed dash. He lay well down the field,

and time after time Graham or Till en-
countered him on a golo effort and dis-
pssessed him. When he was pulled un a
offxide scveral times the crowd kicked up a
noise, ax they aiso did when on two occa-
sions he burst through.

BEST SHOT OF THE GAME.

Once he got ahead of Graham and looked
all over a scorer, but Harper ran to meet
him and there was not room for the ball
to pass Harper and find the net, and it

niissing  the enstodian, Morrig sent it a
yard wide. On another occasion he man-
axed to hore through in uime to get his
head to a droppiug hall, but Harper posi-
tioned perfectly, caught the ball in his
arms as he dropped, and then managed to
throw clear. Denyer once missed a fine
chanee, (oo, but there were more oppor-
tunities at the other end. The hest shot of
ihe game, prowably, came from Pointon,
who drove in vith all his powder bchind
the Lall, and Bourne brought off a spec-
tacular save, one hand shooting out to
lift the hail kigh over. The Town had
wmany corncr-kicks, too, and once Clark
was alout (o take one when a spectator
leuned over and pulled him back, putting
him off his run. There were several scrim-
mages in the home goal, while Reid
narrowly mis<ed with a terrific ghot taken
on the run, and Renuie sent hot drives
slithering a few inches wide.

When the interval came Luton had put
up the better game, enjoyed wmuch more
of the play, and looked good value for
victory if they could keep up the pressure
in the second half,

SWINDON TOWN
LUTON TOWN

When the 1cams re:

dent that the * Iullvuymen

[
0
was evi-
were bent on




rushing the Luton men off their feet. and
a strong bid for success was immediately
successful. The Luton team seenied almost
curprised by the vigour oi the vuslaunght,
and for two or three minutes were baffied
an !uffcted by the ficrceness of  the
assault. Graham had to concede a corner,
and from this there was a hot scrimmage
the Luton goal-urea, hut the ball wae
scnt out many times. FEventually it was
returned to Denyer, and he centred, the
ball skimming the top of the mud as it
came across for MORRIS to shoot into the
net from close guariers. There were
similar threats during the next five min-
utcs, and then Luton got going again, and
to some tune, The home defenders were in
desperate plight, but were very uncere-
wonious, and used their weight freely.

AN OFFSIDE GOAL.

Clark was persistent. and crossed the
ball dangerously three or four times, and
Weston all but gent the bail past his own
goalkeeper in trying to put back. Then
Pointon had a gilt-edged opportunity from
close range, and should have scored easily,
but missed badly. Two or three minutes
later there was & series of fierce scenes
in -the home goal-mouth, and how the
Luton forwards failed to get the bLall

‘I'thé firet offence. which was just

| us
‘| The backs played

dency to dribble rather deliberately,

through was inexplicable. It wis quea
tionable whether Weston did not foul Re
when the latter was going through
withia ten yaids of goal, aad tae
was another hot tussle aimost undey
Par. it seemed as if the caqualizer -
come, hut play veered to the wiugs u
Swindon did wot look muca like soorin.
for they were well held, Morris b con

an

ther

pelied to shoot irom impossible position -
When Swindon i+
d -

or to lose the bail,
count again Mr. Gray made a had
Morvis ran directly iuto an offside )
tion, und then cailed for a pass. It ca
and the Town backs and halves aui
Harper all appealed and pointed to 11
crack shot’s isolation, some two or thrc.
yards nearer the Luton goal thau anyou
except Harper., Indeed, pilay almo::
stopped, but the referee made no sign. and
Morris. who was several yards to the
righ f goal, was allowed to send it over
to THOM, who had a simple task.

THE EMPTY BOTTLE.

This seemed to decide the issue, for the
Town coula not get going well again, and
when the home forwards swept down tie
Luton backs were 100 stronc.
though Harper had many times to handi.
and clear. In ihe. course of a troublesor .
niove by the home left wing, Grahan
cleverly thwarted Thom. but the lat.:
trippe! the back and then recovered tnc
baill. Graham tripped. the forward, and
then one of ihe most onesided lines:
I have seen for a long tlme, whose nest
part was his threeand-sixpénny badue,
Nugged for a foul. He must have sccu
bad, hut

no eye for home, team offénces. A
littie later a bottie waa thrown'at Grahaw,
but, as he humorously remarked, it wu«

| empry.
Play peterel out. there being littl.

further inc'dent of note except the rushes
of Morris and the very fine manner iu
which Grabam or Till held him.

THE WINNERS.

It was a good game, with little in to
cavi] about 0 rar as behaviour wag con-
cerned, except that the home halves were
not di to, i 1 own
the Toun forwvards, The defence was ol ust
rather than ciever, and not comparabhlc
with Luton’s for cleanness of kicking or
tackling. Bourne had not emough work
cousidering the amount of pressure Luton
applied, but made saves that stamped him
a fine goaikceper, Weston played well, and
Bew was a strong pivot. The forward«
played nice, open football, with Morris
most in the picture, his strength and per-
tinacity alwaye making for danger. A<
a side their football was not so good as
that of Luton, and their success was
largely adventitious. Several of the team
showed fine control, and the wingers were
fast and centred well.

THE LOSERS,

Harper could not be blamed for eith.r

goal, scemed mueh more confident than
and fielding and delivery wzre gure.
» and apai

from ope occasion in the first half when
Til} dribbled and lost the.ball, there could
be little fanlt found with them. Graham
bad a heavy bui thrust uwpon him,
however, because of Black’s disposition 1o
leave the opposing flank with tod wide an

His
jonable, and

lot of attacks; and belpin
good effect. 1 Rennie never played oy

| worse than in this game he woald get litue

‘eriticism but praise. fe appeared styonk. v
usual, thougitful. in- distribution.
::: some of his tackling work was very

| THE DEBUTANT.

Frascr's display demands a paragraph to
itself. If he were a trifie fastér he would
have no peer among Luton's middle nmin
to-day, I am suge. None who did not know
him would have dreamed that he wa: &
dcbutant, and I do not remember a plaver
at his first ghowing winuning such prai=c
as fell to him, He deserved it, for he wu:
resolute in  def hard knocks

lence, took
readily, played the ball all the time, sud
ith head feet showed & skill far

% new - continuall
approval, and admiration of his craftsman-
:‘an was ;Im.ly expressed ‘in \h“:?hm:

rel ith . every . appreciat o
lms". consistency 1 can say that he vix
not -lupl . .

WEAKNESS INSIDE.

Of the forwards it is rather dificult 1
deal inatviduslly. As a lihe their approach
work wus Tast and often cleverer, and ge'-
erally in advance of Swindon's. Clark and

lent _understanding. ;
came (n?‘:'hlu wing.  Agnew's work v-'x'
whole-liea as usual, and prompt sho
iug alone was required to make him a v'¥
dangerons forward. Panther s not 'V
inside winger, He was always trying to hell
y else, and as persistent as

but 1 believe lie would have done bet''!
scrvice had he heen allowed to go to !
leade at:the beginning and Reid take!
the right position, The latter “4:'
Yacking opportunities, the simple rea™
beéing that he did not position
to get the better of Bew. ,.
several fine shots, but was not on his 1
form.

There wore 7,567 spectators, and
receipts were sixpence under £457.

———
| The match betwcen Hitchin Bluc €0
and Ste* enage in the County Senior !

Competition, on rday, was w“n" A
for a week, as the Stevenage ground “°
not fit to play upon.
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