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Richurds, Miilar; Pointon,
Thowpson, Keid, Clark,
Referce. Cupt. A, Prince Cox, Barnes.
Wicn we went to bed at the Queen’s
Hotel, Cardiff, op Friday night one of the
Yown pluyers commented on the fact that

the carpwls were being taken up, and
added, “They are expecting a lot of
Scotg here to-morrow.” ‘These were not
the only prejarations for the Rughy
Intcrnational match that was to take

for there were official
sale to English and
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foy

place next

wlong with the national
s of Wules and Scot-
had already

There wa

before dawn, an had  roused
everyhody, g after vari-
cs=entiais rom all and
dr the noise developed il  the

evening, when cached @ -
Mauny of them woie plaid coats and tam-o’-
ghanters in addition to their favours, and
rdiff lmow that Scotland had
@ome to win. So cvents

WHE LESSER FRY,

Qurdilf City FLolton Wandcrers were
damper Iry for the day, aund so I hardly
frow in what eategory to place Luton
S.wn, However, others did. Of the com-
forts provided at the hotel “one cannot
speak oo highly, hut when we were due
to start on the journey of 2. miles that
would take us to Mcrthyr, we found
@euble, The Scottish invaders probabiy
feli wore at home for the simple reason
that there was a wretched drizzle that
sonichow reached the marrow. We had to
wait for motor-cars, this mode of con-
veyance having been arranged s more
likeiy to land ug back in Cardiff in time
to catch the 615 p.m. express train so
that we might get home before Sunday’s
milk. Duly ensconced in the cars before
1230 p.m., at crawl pace we managed to
elear the streets. The internals of the
ear in which Mr, Ernest Pryer. David
Richards, d myself travelied gave canse
for alarm, and when we reached the out-
skirts of the vity the ear came o & stand-
still. The rcason, however, was that the
sccond car, on which the players’ bars
were loaded, was suffering even worse,
and refused to go farther,

A POST-MORTEM.

The three chauffeurs held s hurried
yost-mortem, and then one ran into Car.
diff for: & substitute car. Mcanwhile we
all descended to watch a more ancient,
Dbut more reliable mode of travel—a barge
en » canal. We watched a couple of
barges arrive at the lock, and proceed on
their way, towed by horses that belonged
1o the past generation. But they did make

When the

some car
arrived we resumed the journzy, and the
pace assured us that we :we safe from

sader.

way, for a fuvenile band were on the way
to & service of some kind, and it was
suggested as this was Quaker's Ya
the band were going to a Quakers’
Mecting,

PLODDERS.

the music of the carg met the
1 of the mechanics we resumed

effeciively that the other two cars left
us. Ours plodded along, however, and we
were comforted by the thought that the
game could not begin without us, for the
1layers’ hags had been transferred to our
rocf. Fveotuaily we landed in the Black
(Diamond) City, or town of Merthyr,
There was no band to greet us, but Sid
Reid. who had tiavelled by train in the
early morning to hig raternal home at
Treedyrhiw, nodded ag we pussed him in
the main street. (It is no reflection upon
his innocence that ke preferred to use
Shanks' pony to reach the foothall ground,
or that he had travelled by rail from Car-
diff.) At 2.10 p.m., however, we were out-

Penydurren Park, grateful, and, to
me cxteat, comforted. We began to
calculate the odds of travelling from
Mertbyr to Cardiff in the dark in the
space of 75 minutes, s2eing that it had

pied ing over 100 in
Gavlight, One chauffcur informed us that
he had done it in 9% minutes, and he
would do his best to get us there in time.
We did not hope that he would, because
we kept shutting our eyes the better to
blot out ibl he d
to get on the wrong side of the road, or
if darkness or fog fell—and there was &
very misty and faraway look in several
pairs of eyes,

THE CROWD.

Inside the gates there appeared to be the
whole of the police force of Merthyr, and
they were very genial fellows. They com-
prised the velcoming crowd, but the gates
were open, and at 230 the officers had
taken .up their respective beats, and there
were two policemen on each of three sides
of the ground. and not another soul. How-
ever, a quarter of an hour before the start.
a few adults and many small children had
turned up, and by the time the teams had
made ready, some 500 or were
present. More came later, but I am pretty
certain that there were not a thousand
people presént.
tucked themselves into ;:‘eu-n. Rain

pigeon-cote by those of dur players that
could spy it, but I am bound to say that

were d by the
warmth of the welcome that was given to
everyhody. That was the'best part of the
afternpon.

-

THE RETURN.

The game iteelfl I will leave until I have
dealt with the return journey. The players,
bespattered: with mud from head to foot,
many of them looking as though they had

police traps on the 1, bat G
yoads . undulating, and
possibility that something might
happen when We were descending &
gradient, for it needed no highly-tuned
mechanical ear to detect rheumatism or
spavi or whatever illnesg motor-cars
acquire through faulty brakes.

T0 QUAKER'S YARD.

were

on, and had left

ear, was overtaken. We had wondered
jong before this if there were a highways
department under the Glamergan ity
Oouncil, and two or three times we
Siived the in “Goos
ery and the dogp gorges that fell away
ifrom the turngpike, and -from which -our
‘wheels were now and tlcn separated by &
ad cecasionaliy by
a coupla fect

was nothing to

bump before we fell vpon
in the valley, or before ve
dear life in the black and swoilen. waters

it swiftly through the raviue
A briet respite from these gentle musings
eame nt Quaker’s Yard, for the third car
§ibbed at a steep hill, and the combined

wit -of the chauffeurs, and the applica-
tion of mysterions tcols were mecossary
Defore it could be persuaded to rerew its
@ctivit'es~Not a1l the wit was uced in this
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£ot into something,
er. Various implementa were hrought
into action, and then one of the pyeceding
chauffenrs returned to worder whot had
happened. . THe minutes fied, ol We gave
up wondering if our train wonid -be-late,
and the telephone weis requisitioned to
acquaint the Quedn’s Fotel of our piight.
Of course, Mr, Pryer had not been ovt of
many seconds when the car was all
ready again. At lenst, it was making a
rare noise, and Davil beseeched
chauaffenr not to subdue-it. ¥
THE RETURN (CONTINUED).

Sympathetic messengers arrived to tell
vs that' Mr. Pryer bod reached the Post
OfMce, and so we travelled vt uite o spank-
ing pace (downhill) to the
are broy on Saturduya ot

thwarted, the
If there were, then they =

‘the | %8l

decided mnot to leave us. Those vehicles
might have been Iabelled ** Fragile,” “With
Care,” so tenderly did we procession back
to Cardiff. It little mattered that the place
was 8o thronged with Scots that there was
tittle but the water carafe visible, and we
gladly waited until 8.30 for 2 glimpse of a
supper that put everybody in good temper.
Indeed, none had lost his temper, and the
ren der of the evening, if not without
incident, was happily spent, We travelled
hack to Luton on Sunday, and reac
home shortly after 6 p.m. In tive weeks’
time we zre due at Aberdare, which is
* just over the mountain” from Merthyr.
Th: cherished thought.

THE OTHER GAME.

On two previous Saturdays, Penydarrea
Park had been in such s state that
matches hod been postponed, but it was in
better condition than the Lnton ground
had heen on the previous Wednesday, when
Cardiff City Reserves were visitors. Still,
there was a strong wind driving the rain
iy the almpst imperceptible slove, end it
was the good fortune of Till to win the
toes, and to take advantage of this. It was
as well he did, perbaps, for the home team
opened with such determination that they
might have run up a goal or two before
the Town had got used to the ground. As
it was, the Town hed the better of the
play, and the fact that Merthyr scored
first was simply typical of the run of the
game as a whole. Luton hed more of the
game than Merthyr in the first half, and,
taking the game as a whole, quite a9 many
chances, but they could not profit by them
to the same degree as Merthyr. The home
forwards were the best part of their side,
or they were made to lonk so, and, by com-
parison, the Town were slow. It'is o long
time since I saw so many shots hit the
woodwork, and hoth gonls escaped in this
fashion before a score was made. The
movements of the Town were more com-
binative, but those of Merthyr more effec-
tive. 8o it was that the whole of the Town
forwards were required to take part in an
attack, whereas Merthyr's raids were car-
ried out in a sort of hop-skip-and-jump
fashion—a sweeping pass to the wing, or
fast sprint and a quick centre for someone

shoot on the run.

AND THEY SHOT.

They did shoot, too, and the first goal
was a gem. WOODWARD took a loose ball
as it came out of the ruck, and from
several yards outside the area he let drive
with all his might. Harper made a frantic
sort of effort, but he was still glued in the
mud as the ball rattled the rigging. The
Town asserted pressure, but the home]
backs and halves were very quick in
recovery, and Lindon, save for one trouble-
some by Reid, was not seriously
troubled, Graham made several sprint-
dribbles, and put his forwards in posses-
sion, but it was hazardous enterprise, and
but for the vigilance of Gordon and Till
a severe penalty might heve been exacted.

ven-

mes,
overpowered before he could get
though he once hit the bar.
Town had much the better of the general
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SUTHERLAND to head & pretty goal.

The Town were not done with, and both,
the ‘wingers got the ball across, Jim
Thompsot once bored through, brt Lindon

Aaaled out and knocked the Town centre- |
faorward off his feet i sumounry inshion.
and nveried what looked Mke o’ certain
goal. ewns another cceasion when
Thonipeon got right throuzh and was svept
off his feet by Crewe, and there should
have been a penalty kick here, but the
referce thought otherwise, and the goal
. The Town préssed intermittently,
‘the accurate shot éould not be found
for = long time. >

REID'S 00AL. "

Following smart work by the Town right
wing, in which Gordon was conspicuous,
Thompson forged through ag and
although tackled by Pedler and Lindon,

N

Ofce. One of the cors, we felt snure, might
have reachcd ‘Cardiff all right, but the
other had joined us in the waiting etakes.
Rain fell heavily, and 8id Reid retnrned
to Troedyrhiw, thankful, 1 dsresny, that
he could agrin travel by train on Sunday
morning. Sweets, apples, and other light
stayers of the pangs of hunger wvere en-
Joyed, and at the ‘Queen’s’
stafl had t- nd world take
e journer. We
hod renshol some place with a name like
a tender stenk on a rcd-hot grill, when we
came up with' the car, that we had
imagined was in Cardiff station rank, or
in the Spanner und Wrench Infirmary. The

had the
and as he was not sure of the road he had

and broushi dowa, he manased 0 make
the former kick in the direction of the
empty goal. He was un sonin, bat REID
had compleied thie work by tapping the
ball iuto ‘he expty nei.

The horie altcck then brought pressure
to bear, and Harper made a gieat save,
and two or three corners were won before
the Town took up the attack, znd Lindon's
goal would have falien hed he not heed
alert and clever. The end enme with th
home side pressing and descoving o8
because ol th. superior speed in attack,
and opportunism.

MERTHYR'S MEN,

Merthyr will not have to seck relegatior
il they can maintain this game. The
were very fast, bril

altbough not a



ves
v, with Woodward
attack the shining light was
is only 18, and his skill it
queatly initiated attack.

THE TOWN

vu'nu'-'-

lot of extra work thrown upon him by the
indiference of the middle line. Richards
-worked hard, but was pussied the

d
Reid wns .
resiful at ingide left, thoush rathel
in getting off the mark. He scorC
the donkey work wrs Thompson i
made some neat touches. "
attempting to walke openings o
son rather than teking = ch-u
Pointon and Clark did  goo!
times, and hel in many
movements, but the trouble ail
was that the forwards.wanted *
view of the -k‘ before n'!:au:t';lz' 3
structive work wns g I8
but they WOULD NOT S8HOOT.
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