JTON'S REVERSE

wother Drubbin
Merthyr, o

By “CRUSA DER.™)

aton Town had a had ti ;
47, when they visited nermi‘%‘:ﬂnﬂt

ned defeat by four goals to on,

¢ riy had an adventurous Jo 0. o ihe
g‘:\\uun Cardiff and, Merlhy:mq' HD‘?h‘uhy
ir Wdequate conveyance, and did not ecatch !ha
B ..)‘lulr;' niuxn rro‘m'Cur(}iﬂ on hlrda;

sht—thus having to travel 3
: mlnmi h&nm abﬁu§d6 p.m, on Sunday, and

The Merthyr ground had bee
two previous Saturdays, and ﬂn':umb&nw'el;l
expressed whether it would be playable on thl:
occasion. 1t was certain) conditio
and .;lmm{’l weather prevailed throughount n?'
game. The Town had the ortune ‘;
win the toss and take first the advantage of
playing with the wind and rain at their bac!
and they certainly had a fair share of t?:.:
game, thoogh it most be conceded that for
;n hDu{\ the I‘I;nbmoksl(t!:i had only ten men
Page, the right-back, being hury <
furceiul eflort Lo obsruct Bointon. & Tatner

ere Were many opportunities
the inside forwards after really mﬁ"’.fﬁfk ki'x
ustructing attack, and the only difference
.g favour of Merthyr was the fact that they
ver hesitated to shoob at goal when within
gespectable range,

More than any other, perhaps, this factor
won the game for the home side, as their two
goals in the first half came from shots taken
on the impulse — hard, almost unstoppable,
drives from respectabls range, WOOD-
WARDS, the home right-half, notched the first
after twelve minutes” play, but prior to that
the woodwork at each end had boen hit by
shots which had the respective goalkeepers
well beaten.

Each of the goals came during quick raids
by the home wingers, and a centre that was
taken on the run, bu urphy’s was the
g:nmtory work that gave Mitc?\eh the chance

drop the ball in the middle each time.
The Town's best attempts came from

h son snd Reid, while Graham rattled the
bar with a great shot from a free kick.
Davies and Sutherland each struck the Luton
ramework, but for the most part the pla; was.
n the home half, and it was the skill and
fleotness of tho home forwards in raiding that'
mabled them {o succeed, and, most of all,
oir readiness to shoot.  This was the most
contrastive feature of the play, and had the
Town forwards shown like enterprise they
would not have been In arrcars when the
Interval arrived.

In the second half the Town re-started well,
and there were several scenes in the home goal
area. Once Clark received from Thompson,
and had Lindon at his mercy, but in an en-
deavour to do it emphatically 'he managed to
{m the ball on to the bar, and the chance was

t. A goal might have changed the run

of the game, and Merthyr showed their appre-
ciation of the escape by a strong and lengthy
ftack on the home goal. Harper was often
called upon, and the skill of Murphy was a
actor that made for success. The goal came
rom the left wing, however, Davies and
Sutherland combining cleverly, and the latter
centreing off the line for PHILLIPS to score
Bt close quarters. Before tho Town had got
over this another shock came, Delightfnl
play by Murphy gave Mitchell the opportunity
o centre, and SUTHERLAND headed a fine
EO! R ARE ¥




e
he Town made determined efforts, and ti

s, i
tim¢ they beat the home derendern.tll)rt‘\i
50 slow in taking a chance. Thompson
lently looked a likely scorer, for deter-
ed rushes. carried him through several

al, and in all save the kicking of the b
'fnoto'n blank goal the cffort wunghomwsonl}E
However, REID got the credit, for he tapped
tho _ball into the net when Thompsen had
P'Em it all bu:f?l\;:lrl the line. i

ere was no er goal, but Merth:
,waulxl have scored but fo% the vi_gilnncre f){

e
The Town lost only because they could not
0ot so well as Merthyr, but thero was a lack

am spirit, and until this is remedied
atches will not be won against teams that
Te otherwise inferior.

3 ]_{arpcr kept goal well, considering the con-
ition of the goals; Graham was superb at
ack, and the understanding between him and

rdon was one of tho best features of the

ay.
Tho former, however, was disposed to take
risks. ‘was a laudable desire to try and
nt some life into the attack and the middle
e, but it left a burden for Till and Harper.
11’ did many clever things, but was not at
hame in the mod, and Murphy and Mitchell
gave him and Millar a rare lot of running
bout. The middle line was far from efficient,
and Gordon probably took the honours. He
layed a steady and intelligent game, and
we Pointon plenty of work. Richards ig
t a centre-half, and nippy inside-forwards
fed him a merry dance, The Luton player,
ever, was playing with a very bad wound
the ‘shin, and was plucky to turn cut.
illar was not up to his usual standard in
defence, although he took part in many
attacks in the sccond half.
The forwards were good enough in the
‘middle, and it must be admitted that Thomp-
gon was the most effective forward we had
Ewhon it came to & tussle with tho defence.
‘Hoa n'aved with his o'd enfhusinsm, and the
nly flaw was his weakness in front of goal.
n that respect, however, he was not one whit
worse than any other, and he (id the most
ork that brought the goal. If any man
‘earned his place, he did. Reid did very well
at inside left, and with a Litle Juck would
avo scored more goals. Ho got on weil with
ark, and the latter is now doinx sery well
indeed, and has no serious competetor for his
tion. On the other flank Yardiey «2s
wer betimes, and it was chiefly his touches
at enabled Jim Thompson to go througl ro
ften, but. he was apt to bang back when his
ooting boots wonld have been ealuable.
ointon was good in parts, and especially in
tho second half he middled the Dball well.
“"As a who'e. however, there was not. such
pood co-operation between rank and rank as
onld command success.
Merthyr played fast, sporting football. They
were quicker in action than our team, and
prved a)l they got.
MERTHYR TOWN 4
LUTON TOWN ... 1
MERTHYR, — Lindon; Page, Pedler;
Bishop, Woodward; Mitchell,
farphy. Phillirs, Sutherland, Davies.
" LUTON —Harper; Grabam, Till; Gordon,
Pointon,  Yardley,

[hompson, Reid, Clark,
" Referee—Capt. A. Prince Cox, Barnes.
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