LUCKLESS LUTON.

IMPROVED DISPLAY, THOUGH
DEFEATED, AT NORWICH.

Woods’ Return.

By Crusader.

XORWICR CITY .. ... 3 goals
LUTON TOWN 2 goals
NORWICH CITY. — Dennington;
Campbell; Duffus, Richmond,

=ins, Cropper, Gilgun,

itken.
N TOWN. — Harper; Graham,

Til ack, Rennie, Millar: Pointon,
Reid. Thompson. Woods, Clark.
Referee. Mi. P. E. Elphee, Maidstone.
Tt inav as well be admitted at once that
no hiame whatever was attaching the
referee or linesmen in this game. They

were all dehghted with one of the friend-

one of the ) santest games
the Town have taken part; there

ntmo«  voodwill among the wplayers.
ractically no dirty play at all, "and
hough there were hard knocks and jars,

these had no harmful intention, and
§f any player were damaged the respon-
sible opponent was wusually first

When one reads that the most highly-
paid profes; and not a few notable
amateuis o ieqd for ill-temper and
unsperismaunlike conduct. it may be ex-
pec! that the lesser lights of Norwich
and Luton should develop the traits that

detract from the worth of human nature,
consequently this immunity from re-
proach merits special mention. . It was
a gool. clean struggle.-in which

THE BETTER TEAM LOST.

My second note is also of satisfaction.
At some risk of unpopularity I have in-
sisted _over and over again that Luton
were failing because of poor marksman-
ship. Some who saw this game might
yet argue that the same fault was notice-

e at the * Nest."” but, to be quite
candid, had the score made by the Re-
serves heen achieved by the first eleven,
it would more accurately describe th

lay. It was an amazing result, and

orwich players and officials called in

e Town team's dressing room at the
finish to i hooting of

but there was no equaliser. and the in-
terval came with the score:
NORWICH CITY ..
LUTON TOWN ...
When ihe second half opened the Town

home goal was pep

Till were on

soon asserted complete mastery. The
red. Graham and

the half-way line, an

and  forwar were running

halves

through the opposition with remarkable
Dennington had saved half-a-score
v | shets, and often the
close. Twice Thompson bustled through,
and the home

ease.

ks

anywhere for safety.

home forwards got a move on. but Gil-

gun spolied chances

not of a violent character.
pressure of the Town was rewarded after
six minutes had been ticked off, when
the Town rght wing receiv

left.

little

into goal

Thompson and Pointon were the
id. | thrustful factors, but the home defenders
. | appaared to be so packed that there was
likelihood of a goal.
Thompson eluded two or three r

and from the goal-line turned the ball in
front for REID to crash hard and low

THE LEAD.

The * Canaries ™
assault from the kick-off, and seemed
to havc been nettled by the

the
the h

Town remained steady
flurried, and within a couple of minutes
ome goal was under fire
Woods' strategy had a wonderful
and the co-operation of forward and
lines was something to write
Indeed, it is n
since my job was so pleasurable, and
every man, from backs to attack, played
lﬁlrptlul football.
the stand were marvelling
were. not on the top of

the Town inside forwards, and

son in particular, was one of the most
refreshing improvements I have seen for
months.  Thowpson's ng oppor-
tunities came throu, ion all
round, it is true, but he made a lot,
and against a less skilful custodian than
Dennington would, have registered a hat
trick at least.

WHY DEFEAT.

lheni were the Town defeated !
‘The reason, 1 believe, was the failure of

the Town flank halves to maintain for
ten minutes later in the game a high
stan the 90

hour.

that their side had never been
80 hopelessly at sea as during this half-

Goals should have come, and
would have "omfl:h but for the fine work

of Dennington.

om,
like a machine gun,

only a matter of time, as everyone
see.
POINTON'S POINTER.

Tt came
misled by ecrowding on the

forwards. Rennie sent
for Th

because

to_slij

Dennington got down and
managed to handle, but the pace was too
hot.

made

People around me in
Luton | FORWARDS.

1
0

ball  sailed very

were glad (o kick
Occasionally the

by fouls, though

The steady

from

However,
ushes,

a_furious
reverse, but
and un-

m

y a long day
¥

that
League, and

“shooting
eould

e backs were
Town inside
J.bo ball well up

durd achieved during 75 of

minutes, but I am loth to say so b
of the did spirit shown by the
whole side and because of the fine play
of the middle line :wenlly. The fail-
ures of the Town this season have heen
remark: but they have won many
matches in which they have not had a
uarter of advantage they had in
;h. 'I'Iuymhrmd---&lheheu«
side on the general run of the play, so
much so that I will dare to say that
on would have been their fortune
they played as well all through the
Season as during the greater part of this
Kgle. Tn the first half they more
than held their own. and in the second
f, for 30 minfles they played mare
11 than in any game this

“ CANARIES' " LUCK.

o

when playing down-
e ground is small, and it is the
eustom of the “ Canagries” to adopt
rushing tactics. They tried their utmost
to get going, but the Town played a very

open game, and there was only cne
!.iod the first half when the

? Canaries " made a really strong and
Sustained attack. They almost deserved
3 in _that onslaught, for Duthie hit
with- a fine effort.

score
the bar

and seversl

LG on
and t Harper dike

h. The deflection !: too cl

too sharp futhnmlhoper.oo i s

lel.‘.' STEAM,

Then ‘the Town

had given Dennington
Harper had been required

iyed coolly and with nice understand
g ow brought to bear a little
n“%..n ’uu a cohesion that
seen for a long time, and
the ball was frequently cibuted along
the whole line of attac iih the Lhome
halves and in despcrate chase.
there were frequent shots at
we saw enough of the capa-
ton to olice him in

=
o0l

the highest class. of
Skied ™ really

ant ion_an
took o

oV
M{.‘.Im Onee
upright with a sharp shet,
.hh‘l::;d&h. bar. "Tha schem» of play, in
w! oods ; ~Spirt
and the Tmm".‘nln:h ver; Tn;:m
supports, ‘eved o own
fence of a lot of work, with the 1t
that the hom= backs were consuantly in
difficulty. - Many' ' corners ‘wers, f

goalkcepes.
fine centres |
his splendid | « 5
8 with clean ha: and
pson hit the
snd Pointon

e

of

Clark;
latter he
over the

latter;

Campbel

opponents and send

swung the

heads of Wood
defend who -
a:‘ _expected
was too high for either;
up the -ihnl"h n::lew:fy and
to hit the ball as it
Dennington had not the

]

THE FALLOPP.

C forwards work
in an attack, and ed through to
mve,'l';wmp:n a_ gol chance. The
centre-forward ' shot hard, but Denning-
ton -was there. and the ball struck his
arm, bounced against his jaw, and came
out. Tt was a lucky . P
minutes the s

lay.
bt¥rus 1
toward goal.  The.
and H-rna:' lnur.d‘ e R
an 11 just. t
It was an mlu&y m
and for much more
was a tonie -whﬂlh. home endel
ers and halves swung {
the Town wing luln. =
once.

dropped

It
their win,
about, an

e 1 was
took an a)

to fall off all at

“CANARIES »” CHIRP AGAIN.

Cousins and Aitken were the danger W
8| was too muca ior |

and B
ank halves, Aitken being !

the Town fi

tive, an
< the ball into the middle. Al
closed in, and trapped
| secincd 1o be a’very long time about it,
and had to turn round, and in that time /
should have been covered,
and he shot into the net and gave Ner.
These tactics were con-
tinued, and the Town defence had

very

ropy
KEN

wich the

warmest

od

home players ki
as y

goal, and there wi

tackling as had

Town defensive play.

their speed

Cousins

lead.

P a cou
the ball mplﬁ:
the defenders

of the
kicking the i
d towards the Y.uf
ill(a( e nv::;:;or-n
therto _marke
Aftken

ball right onmtho
o/ -

s ::d several
a
i

ifig
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and
mnntly vhi;;lhl.i‘el
to as | B
post. |

came
reach it

nd | the same skill as from Dennington,

from close range before the Town tried
to pull the game out of the fire. Poinion
was prominent with clever runs, and
once Thompson shot from i a::ost vn-
possible angle, and Dennington saved
close to the post at the aecond attempt,
but the whistle came without further
score.
HARD LUCK. ~ &
It was a game that really deserved the
phrase ** h-‘rd luck ” for the Town. They
were worthy of the points, and that was
the unanimous opinion of the home
players, officials and everybody con-
cerned. Because all did so well, 1 do
not like to give a reason for defeat, but
must—that the Town middle line became
unbalanced after the home side had

scored their second goal. Harper was
not
with

so much at home as in the gamc
Gillingham. That was evident, but
whether to blame him for the second
goal or not depends upon the way of
summing up & goalkeeper's capabilities.
It is all very well to expect from Harper

but
he is built differently. Had he becn as
tall as the home goalkeeper he would
have saved the second 1, I am sure.
T could not agree that he was to blame
for the first. 8till, he did not field so
cleanly ag is his wont, and it appeared
as if the eage: Gilgun upset him when
in the first half he knocked the Town
goal off the ball when he had run
out. Graham and Till played well all
through, and the latter showed not a
trace of unfitness. Their burden was not
heavy until the later stagés.
MIDDLE MEN.

So splendidly did the middle line play
for 75 minutes that it was a great disap-
rolnlment they failed to hold the home
lorwards in the ten minutes that ensued.
In the first half and for the greater part
of the second they were masters of the
op) ion, though Millar “had great
dn ullg in holding Cousins, chiefly be-
cause the latter was so well f by
Cropper. Black played a great game
against the best forward of the home
side, Aitken. Rennie was also fine, and
his cool work thwarted- many attacks.
The best of ‘their play, however, was the
co-operation with forw: whom
they nursed and supported cleverly.
this phase all three accomplished admir-
able work. The fact remains that they
did not keep up the pace j
moment it was most requi
to all intents and purposes, Norwich
were beaten.

The return of Woods stabiliscd the
tack, his cunning drawing of op)
nents and accurate passing, whether
through the middle to Thompson or to
Clark, making all the difference to those
players and to the line. Clark
-‘pmlulm_ by his skilful centres,
o Payers o the’ ol
on K
behind his
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SCHOOL

PIVISION I.
Walaworth 9, Rt. Saviour's 9,
Stevenage 14, Hitchin 8t. Mary's 18,
© LEAGUE TABLES.
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