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. WELL PLAYED!
- LUTON'S FINE FORWARD
- BEATS NEWPORT.
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There could be no gainsaying the fact
that the Town were full value for their
victory. True, they were some time before
they got into their stride, and Newport
gave them a gallant ficht in the first half.
In many games the superiority of the
Town has been discovered in defence, or
a bgtter way of putting it would ke to
ascribe the inability to suecced to the poor
finishing of the forwards after good work
all round. _The last three games bhave
shown a quite wonderful change in this
respect, and the forwards are entitled to
a volume of praise for three splendid
games—two away from home.

BETTER MARKSMANSHIP,

With the exception of the game against
Millwall on Christmas Day, they have
never scored more than three goals in a
match this season, but the four goals of
Saturday’s encounter might have been
doubled, with a little better fortune for
the inside men. ‘As for weeks past, I will
continue to insist upon the desirability of
shooting practice, for I see no other im-
provement to account for the sucecess.
Match after match has been spoiled from
the Town’s point of view by the failure of
the forwards to shoot on sight, ‘and with
this fault eradicated one may well look
forward to a better record in the last nine
weeks of the season,

The conditions when the teams turned
out were dreadful. Rain was falling, and
increasing in density. the sky was black
with it: the ground had been rolled, but,
obviously, was holding a lot of water.
When Graham took advantage of the con-
ditions it seemed likely that Newport
would undergo a gruelling time, but it
was not until the rain had ceased and the
wind dropped that they were the inferior
side. In the first half they played really
good football, and menaced the Town goal
often. the halves opening out the game
and the ferwards moving with speed‘ and
intelligence. More than once the clever-
ness of the inside forwards proved their
own undoing, for they would retain the
bali after drawing the opposition, wvrzth
the result that Graham and Richards were
able to bar the way, and the Town halves

could recover,

"OPEN WORK.

time, however, the Town forwards
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open play squared accounts, and renc ereh
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duite easily, bub chances Wwere bzlspmt
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Newport’s defeat might be ti
the second goal, which came twgnelgirfxrl?gz]s
after the re-start. Thompgon sent Clark
away, and the winger centred too far for
the inside men. Pointon got the ball by a
%%11011)( spu?nlt,dartxld his perfect back pass to
RE enable he latter i
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halves had lost a grip on ty}:;e é);,lrtne tl:ﬁlé‘
more and more the burden fel] on the
back{a and Maidment, All three defended
h_erqwnlly, and Andersen was splendid in
his judgment. There was a bowerful pene-
tration about the home attack, however.
and with the hasves backing them
cleverly, they gave the County defence a
;tlff load Too stiff, it 1.1 ned out, for after

SCrimmage consequeny upon a flag-kick,
WOODS seored a fine gon.].1 e s 2

Before the cheers had died away the
Town left flank and Thompson made the
Newporp defence a “hopeless mess, and
Clark tipped the ball in front for THOMP-
SON to get a well-earned goal.

ON TOP.

Luton cantinued to nold the upper hand,
but the County never ceased trying, and

Harper and his backs had to be con-
stantly alert, Only a few shots were put
in, but Harper made good saves from

Hiles and Drinnan, and James twice fired
over the bar. The Town halves dropped
some of their energy as the end ecame ‘a
sight, with the result that Hiles cz;eerea
past several defenders ard slipped the ball
in front for JOHNSON to score. ‘

The Town might well have squared their
goa} average in the next seven or eight
minutes. A magnificent shot by Reid |
banged the upright with Maidment well |
beaten, and Thompson had very hard luck -
with good efforts. Newport made one or
two strong advances, but the Town backs
were too good, and the end came with a
fine and well-deserved victory.

THE TEAMS.

Harper had comparatively little to do,
but twice saved cleverly in the second
half. Grapham and Richards gave little
away, and played sound, aggressive foot-
ball. The latter’s strength was a notable
factor, and his kicking of the heavy bail
of great value. All the middle men did
splendid service, though Black was not
quite so prominent as usual. The forwards
were always threatening danger, and the
line, on, the present form, is the best in
the club. Wopods’ cunning ’has meant a
lot to Clark, and Thompson’s enthusiasm
and energy infectg the quintette. Reid is
seftled with Pointon, and it will be a great
pity if the attack is subject to inter-
ference. 3

For the visitors Maidment kept goal like |
a class custodian, and Angierson pub up a
capital game at back, being quicker and
more judicious than Hinton. The halvle}s
played clever football in the first hah,
Pritchard especially, but fell away in the
second, Skilful forward -work won admira-
tion, but the wings, who were the morg
dangerous factors, were not emrjoye
enough.

There were 5,000 spectators.
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EW savaseayesey :
LgTON.—Harper; Graham, I{ichard_z,
Black, Rennie, Millar; Pointon, Reid,

Th son Woods, Clark. A
: 1\?EI?W$P0RT.—~Maidment; Anderson, Hin-
Nairn, Pritochard, Bowsher; Johngson,

g)i]gt;cns Jamesg, Drinnan, Hiles.
Referee—J H. Collins, Birminghani



