By Crusader.

LUTON TOWN
WATFORD ..

_ ANOTHER DRAW. |

LUTON FAIL TO BEAT WATFORD.
Scrappy Game.

ford penally area, and had many shots
at goal. lag-kicks: were taken with
¥, and there were

LUTON.—Harper; ham, is;
Black, Rennie, llll:v{.; Pointon, Reid,

Thom ‘oods, A
WA‘F!()RD. — Yates; Slade, Prior;
Morris, Leave:, Woodward; Stephenson,
Warner, G. Wilkinson, Foster, Roberts.
Referee: W. Musther, London.

Luton Town came nearer losing their
unbeaten home_record on Saturday than
in any previous game this season, and
yet, on the run of the play, they deserved
% have won by a very large margin.
Watford put up one-of the most un-
scientific di-glnjn we Lave seen this
season; they had so little of the play that
for long spells on end they only got the

1 over the middle line by the bi’ kick-
ing of the halves and backs, and then
their forwards could not get it. With
the exception of Gillingham they have
scored fewer goals than any club in the
Division, and as we watched the crude
efforts their position in’' the League was
undersicod. Onc must not overlook the
fact that .in the second half they were
without Warner, and for a few minutss
we'e lacking the services of Leaver, but
even making full allowance for this heap
of misfortune, they were a very poor side.

WHY THE TOWN FAILED.

What the visitors lacked in skill, how-
ever, tley made up in vigour and pluck.
Their robust methods knocked the Town
players off the game we have had during
the last month. As soon as a Town player
got the an opponent barged
into him, and the atford ayers
had pace and weight to commen "
I admired the ruggedness of their defen-
sive play, Though clumsy, it was very
effeclive, and that, after ail, is the main
thing. It was this factor, and the obvious
inalnlity of the players to time the lively
ball that prevented the Town's long and
incessant attacks bearing fruit.
Watford defenders were sf rs and

lers; they had no other business than

at, and their glee was evident as time
passed, and they were keeping the Town
e 60 )

sultry scrimmages in front of Yates.
Many times he saved splendidly, many
times he should bave been beaten, but
the Town forwards were either too wide
or too high with their efforts,
and he was very alert and
very agile. Once Thompson beat him,
but was given offside, a doubtful deci-
sion, because it appeared as though the
Watford backs moved up too late. The
Watford backs and halves applied plenty
of boot. and the ball was often soaring
skyward, but for the determination of
Slade and Prior one could not accord too
much praise.

WATFORD LEAD AGAIN.

Then Stephenson got away. He did
not appear to be dangerous, but hit the
ball hard across, and it was well for
Luton that Richards made a timely in-
tervention with his head. Leaver was
hurt in a collision with Reid as the
were heading the ball, and from a gas
over the.eye blood streamed down his
face, and he had to be led off the field.
During his absence there was another
foray on the Watford right wing, and
again the ball was middled. ure was
a lot of poor kicking by the Town de-
fence hereabouts, though Graham wvas
not in it, for an accident had sent himn
to outside right, with Black at back and
Pointon at half. e ball was never
properly cle: . and eventually it was
sent out to ROBERTS, who ‘was un-
marked. He ran a few paces and then
fired home a shot that seemed to beat
Harper too easily. Prior to this Harper
had not once handled for any purpose,
NOT QUITE.

Though the Town took up the aggres-
sive again and kevot the Watford defence
busy, they seemned to bave little prospect
of equalising, and we had visions of that
long-threatened home defeat we have not
seen since September, 1825, Many corner
kicks were forced, but the Town players
were } ing on too long, as a mie, and

under. If it were
oz to blend defensive work of .this kind
with | constructive work, then Wat-
ford’s position on the League table would
be reversed.

A SCRAPPY GAME.

It was the scrappiest game we have

seen on the Town ground this season.

1!::“!1 :uhl l.;limll: a lo::l ofheﬂoﬂ. v:‘lld -
icking, dashi

about, but 36 litile combigation and 3

were thwarted time and again by the
lred‘f rushes of the Watford backs. But
the defeat was not to be—not quite,
From a corner kick, well placed by Clark.
who had been as active as any forward
on the field, THOMPSON, somewhat
Inckllg. caught the ball as it fell and
tu it into the net, the ball striking
the post in transit. It was not a clean-
cut effort, but in keeping with the

1 trend of the game, in which most

operation or attempt at it, that the crowd
rightly Leld the view that the community
singing, though that was by no means
great, was the best part of the afternoonis
entertainment, .

In the first half the Town had ve
much the better of the exchanges, m?i’
in the second, well, twenty minutes had

ed before there was a shot at the

ton goal. Watford had a lot of youth

in their side, and their energy and dash

. surpri the Town in the early stages.

to this the light ball and the hard

ground, the referee’s failure to award two

Ity. kicks l:l wh‘ilc’h Luton were en-

nd you have the reason -

ford took away a point. i Bl
SURPRISE GOAL.

The Town had bee
ive side Maunl B v Mot

il
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foul; l!l'a:lc“ goa\:hm;_ i and

1 own .

Foster had hi-‘nu.k. to "M‘
eaded the bal

equaliser came through Yates
the ball teo far in hi
o i l.:" is efforts to

-

bou
rom 1. The Watford players crowded
the bal, in spite of the efforts of
the reieree to make them get ten yards
w-ly. It was difficult 1o see how they
eould be the regulation distance away
and yet cover their goal, and they were
still ing when Clark suddenly
touched ball, and BLACK shot it into
the net. In a way it was an unsatisfac-
goal, and the Watford players
to blame, for, had thuy fallen back
a‘mlru‘ ‘oal.»ll]l’nenh‘mnd of trying to
on the i most_ imprg

there would have bee} X ,p il!‘bh"
Y g e AL

n the ren ng y the Town again
bad the J: but. failed to bcat

i

upper han
Yates, -nJm.e inteérval came with the
Beore : ™

2081 | him that Warner was an absen

of the thrilling things just happened.
The Town maintained the pressure to
the end without success, though once a
storming shot by Thompson - frizzled
Tie PLAvERS.
arper had no chance with the first
goal. I could not properly see what
chance he stood with the second, though
it seemed to me that he has saved many
more dangerous shots. He had very
little to do. Graham and Richards were
sound enough in tackling, but the latter
Fickod rather weakly at times. Black
played a sterling game at half, and was
wie best middle man on view. He con-
trolled much better than the -othe!
re was more idea of construction
about his work. Rennie did pretty well,
and little was seen of young Wilkinson,
but the Town centre-half was prone to
fire wildly when a pass or a well-directed
shot was wanted. Millar has seldom
oo He l “Pemape. it was well for
e . Perhaps it was or
: teo after

the interval. The line did not move so
wel] as usual for the support of

THE ATTACK. >
In the front line Thompson was quite
the most dangerous of the quintette.  He
did not customary support
either from Reid or Woods, for the
inside wingers wanted more time than

pset, | the Watfcrd  halves were disposed to
and as | allow, 'l‘mt buckled into it as usual, and
made many good efforts as well as a

work, a
standard of craft he has shown in other
matches since his rest. ' Pointon now
and then did skilful work, and Clark,
though he did not_settle down ickl{
was a hard worker, and middled the ba i
wmore often than all the other wingers
put wr‘cther. % was not up
to the level of the last five or six games,
however, and often beaten by failure to
“kill” the ball or to reach it from
“upstairs,” .

'YA".... lendid! a th
“Yal kept goal splendidly, and the
bulk of thr credit must bé accorded to
him and his backs fer their very gallant
fight. They - by the brunt of the
struggle, and scemed as if they enjoyed
too. Not only were they quick in
tackling and hefty in kicking, but many
times worked the offside trick cleverly,
Lenﬁcr played a useful game as pivot
until he ‘got hurt, but his colleagues
were just hustlers. They had ne idea
of passing for the advantage of the for
wardg, and the latter were given little
chance to _carn their money. Foster
was th(z pick, for he was always on the

and did scveral nice thing
:nd Roberts was dangerous now an




