ROVERS’ RESISTANCE.

|

STUBBORN GAME, BUT LUTON'S
SUCCESS CONTINUED.

Woods’ Great Goal.

(By CRUSADER).

LUTON TOWN

LUTON.—Abbott; Kingl Graham;
RBlack, Rennie, Fraser; Pointon, Yardley,
Reid (8.), Woods, Dennis.

BRISTOL ROVERS.—Whatley;
Haydon; Rotherham, Perry,
Douglas, Williams, Culley,

vans. "
'Rderee.—lr. A. 7, Atwood, Newport,

lon.

Only & very close observer would have
given LUTON TOWN ecredit for superior-
ity on the first-half display in this game.
The fact that BRISTOL ROVERS gave

Bennett,
Roberts;
‘Whatmore,

led 1o the impression that
they were having the better of the game,
bat, while there was little in it, I would
have given the palm to the Town hecause

were playing 1the more scientific foot-

for Dennis fo sprint again, a neat centre
was just too high for Yardley to nev with
his head. POINTON, however, was well
placed, and, without waiting for the ball
to drop, hard: Whatley framed for
it, and the ball struck his chest, but
eluded his grasp, and dropped over the
line. Whatley retrieved it, buy the refcrec
was right up, and av once gave a goal.
herham was disposed to argue, but got
no satisfaction. The Town came again,
and Reid sent Yardiey a lovely pass, The
inside right, again with the goal at his
mercy, scooped the ball over the bar
Reid then skimmed the bar with a terrific
shot, but a minute later WOODS took a
fine pass from Fraser, eluded iwo or three
defenders who attempted to trip, and
wound up with a great goal, the ball flash.
ing past Whatley at tremendous speed.

ball. They were keeping position better,
and frequently the Rovers invoked the
aid of their forwards in defence, whereas
“tire Town’s attackers were sckiom required
% work outside théir natural role. More
over, and this is one of the best signs,
and & very telling reason for receny effec-

Mvirly, & 3

they ¥,
for thé hard trayclling conditions I am dai

sure they would have upset Rovers’
defence as easily -as they did that of
Norwich, Merthyr, Clapton and Gillingham.

CAREFUL PLAY. 3
The slippery and cobbly ground spoilt

many clever ideas on both sides, but the
Town suffered thé more in this res,

le to rush
There were enough essays
to encourage the backs and
up this style of play, buv

defence.
<f thig kind
halves to ki

eep
scientific methods prevailed after the
change of ends, and when the Town for-
UR“ pace they were always
A %

wards forced
it
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BEST

- The Rovers’ best chance of the match
followed. The right wing was responsible,
and Culley rushed between the backs, the
ball at his 1oe, and seemed certain to
score, but Abbott anticipated his hard
shot_cleverly, and punched she hall away
to the left, Graham lifting it out of

nger..

Play in the closing stages was as inter-
esting as at any siage of the game. The
Town the upper hand, and Yardley
once hit the npright. while Whatley made
some clever saves, At the other end What-
more failed to accept a good chance, and
Williams sent a hard shot acroes goal,
but the end came withouv further score.
THE BETTER SIDE,

Luton were the better side after the
interval, but the Rovers played hard,
strong football, and a little luck in the
first half might have changed the result
in their favour, always provided that the
Town had nothing in reserve. e sec
half proveq that they had, however, and
they won on. their merits.
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