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Il‘ was pathetio to hear the comments

of some of the BRISTOL ROVERS
supporters about the way LUTON TOWN
went about their work at Bastville, There
appeaved to be an idea that Luton did
nok want the points, and so should not
liave made such o hard fight as usual,
An end-of-the-season game was evidently
anticipated, because the Town were safe
from trouble, whereas the Rovers wanted
a couple of points to make them fairly
certain of their place in the League with-
out having to geek re-election. As results
generally weny on Saturday, a victory for
the Roverg would have put them safe, hut
now they are in jeopardy until the last
games of the season are played, They
will probably escape hy the skin of their
teeth, on goal average, that is, if one
may venture a prediction,
CONFIDENCE.

The game was won in the firsy half, for
the To_wu were then well on top, in spite
of having to face a strong sun. ‘The
Rovers played strongly throughout, but
there was not much method about their
work, and in the second hLalf they ran
almosy wild in  their excitement, and
brought a lot of vigour into the game,
It was usuelly legitimate vigour, how-
cver, was well countered, and the game
was by no meaas unpleasant. The Town
gave the most confident display, and it
was probahly the certainty shown by the
backs and. halves that seitled the issue,
though there were periods in the second
half when this guality expauded into a
cocksureness that gave rise to doubts
among the few supporters the Town had
in the grand stand. There were a few,
but whom they were I do not know. Now
and then voices here and there raised a
cheer, evidently from ardent supporters,
but the Rovers’ crowd included not a few
willing to give credit to the visitors as
well as to their own men.

It was a glorious day, and the players
felt the effccts of their strenuous exer-
tions long hefore the end. The Town
finished the fresher side, and came within
an ace of increasing their lead in the
concluding stages.

METHOD PAYS,

Each goal had narrow escapes in the
first ten minutes, but the Town were the
more consistently dangerous, for the
forwards usually made a lot of ground
when in possession, and the Rovers’ baclks
had to maintain a very shorp vigilauce
to keen out Renme & Co., At the other
end there were a couple of raids that
with a little better luck for the Rovers,
aad a little lecs alertness by Graham and
Richards, might have given the home
team the lead.

The opening goal was the vesult of
bright, open play. Rennie received a pass
through the middle after good work by
Fulton. Covered. he passed nicely to
Dennig, who lifted the ball across; Yard-
ley headed it hack, and WOODS nodded
into goal; Densley appeared to have the
ball well to hand, but failed to clutch it
properly, and it slipped over his hands
and into the met,

AN EQUALISER.

The Rovers were nettled, but could nob
fathom the intentions of the Town for-
wards, and Nunn and Dennis each put
the ball into the goal mouth for Densley
to punch away. The goalkeeper was much
disturbed by a very high . centre from
Nunn, for he did nog hit the ball pro-
perly, and it was only rushed away after
2 hot scramble. A couple of corner kicks
were badly placed by Nunnn, and then
the Rovers got their goal. 1t was o ques-
tion ag to Millar or Richards being to
blame., The hall appeared to be going
into touch on the vight, and there seemed
little prospect of anyone catehing it, hut
Forhes did eo, and then kicked forward
to ORMSTON, who dashed down the right
wing unattended, He called to his col-
leaguecd, hut they were missing, and when
clogs in he took a shot himself, and the
ball flashed past Abbott and landed in the
net. Ty was a very good goal.

On cquality, the teams pulled out o
1ttle, but still the Town held tho upper
hand, their efforts being better drafted
and showing much more cohesion. Tor
one period  of ahout five minutes the
Ttoyers’ goal was aspailed, and shots and
centres came in regularly, Oun the olher
hand, the Rovers relied mainly on the
rughes of their wingers, and Momer, in
particular, required w lot of watching.

THE LEAD.

The lead was taken just fliye minutes
hetore the ohange of vnds. Millar got the
bevter of the opposing wing, feinted to the
left, and then gent the hwll,‘luhq'thu
middlo of the walting Woodsd, Tho Town
captain tricked Perry and Robertd, and
then pwung the bhall acrosw to Nuun, who
wap oll wlone, The Htlle winger went off

HOW LUTON TOWN WON AT BRISTOL

By Crusader.

towards the corner flag, and, as Haydon
came in ‘to tackle, centred nicely.
YARDLEY dashed in, frapped the ball
cleverly, and shot into the net as Densg-
ley adyanced.

There were several rusheg by the Rovers
hefore the whistle called the halt, but
they were dealt with gatisfactorily by
the Town hacks, and at the retirement
the score read:—

LUTON TOWN o
Sl
had left off,

BRISTOL ROVERS

The Town hegan as the
the ball being freely used, and ecach of
the wings . attacks that nearly
matured, A brisk assault tested the
Rovers’ defence to the full, and there was
strenunous toil for Rotherham and Haydon.
The latter was in fine form, and it was
due to his quickness and hard lahour
that the goal did not fall again,
Thereafter there were long stretches in
which the ball did not enter either penalty
area, but the Town were playing coolly,
and made good use of finesse. The
Rovers’ supporters now and then raised
their voices to some purpose, and the}
players responded well. Rush after rush
was made on the Town goal, but there
wasg noy much combination, and though
Abbhott had plenty to do, he cleared his
lines with quiet skill, and his hacks held
# tight rein on the rughing tendencies
of Ormgton. Roberts and Paterson. Homer
was @ different proposition, for This
speedy runs were a menace that demanded
thg close attention of Richards ang Millar,

COUNTER-ATTACKS,

Fine headwork was seen, the Town
players once taking the ball almost half
the length of the field by this means.

Fiercer heeame the Rovers as the game
wore on, but they hattered in vain, and
the Town forwards were always dangerous
when they set out. Dennis twice got clear,
once heing robbed at the expense of a
corner as he was ahout to drive hard
from <lose range, and on another occasion
he got in a shobt that missed by inches.
Haydon also proyed just too quick when
Nunn dribbled right in, and forced him
to ghoot past ‘

The Pown made strong attacks in the
last ten minutes, and shots from all the
inside forwards went close, while others‘
sailed high over the har.

RETRIEVING CREDIT.

The Town played a level, well-balanced

aume, and 1o matter how hotly the
tovers attacked, refused to be upset or
to allow their determination to be un-
steadied, The spirit of the side was good;
there was mo shouting and fault-finding,
and the' whole eleven worked with a com-
mon purpoge and will, and in this way
thorowehly merited their success,

Abbott was quite safe, and Graham and
Richards eompleted a rearguard that was
altogether sounder than 4t Walsall.
Nothing was given away, and the Rovers
found shooting at close quarters almost
an impossibility, The display of Fulton
wag a8 good asg any half-hback has given
for Luton this season. He covered an
immense amount of ground; was quick
in tackling and in recovery, and his
defensive work was capped by splendid
use of the ball for the benefit of his

forwards. Black also did remarkably
well, and King got very little latitude,
while Millar, though he 2 tough
handful in the mercarial Homer, got

throngh a lot of work with credit.
FORWARDS’ PART.

The forwards kent the ball moving from
wing to wing. held it nicely, and passed
accarately. The light ball was ballooned
a lot in front of goal. Dhut the hard
ground wag o factor against good control.
Nunn  was a success at outsideright,
though his flag-kicks invariably went the
wrong side of the goal. Yardley was
thrustful, tenacious. and helped his part-
ner to - many openings for advance.
Rennie also distributed to advantage, but
did not shoot as accurately as we expect.
Woods and Dennis werd a workmanlike
wing, the former supplying many illu-
minating touches at the exnense of the
Rovers’ halves. and Dennis, though finding

control difficult, got over rome trouble-
some centres.
Tor the Rovers Havdon was a fine

bacl, and it wag not his fault that his
gide lost. Rotherham also kicked and
tackled stronglv. and Ferbey war a clever
middle man. Homer and Ormeton were
the best of the van.
There were 5.000
LUTON TOWN o
BRISTOL ROVERS & :
BRISTON ROVERS —~Densley; Rotherham,
Haydon; Forher, Perry, Falconer; Homer,
Paterson, Ormuton, Roberts, King.
LUTON TOWN, Abbott;  Graham,
Richardg; Blaek, Rulton, Millar; Nunn,

Bpectators.

Yardley, Rennle, Woods, Dennig,
Referce.~Mr, A, J. Attwood, Newport,




