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By Crusader. ' -

VHERE must have been 7,000 supportérs of - The second half was more in favour of Wat- i
dT LUTON TOWN at WATFORD on Satur- | ford. They played the right game, their wings );1?
“8-}' to see the team lose for the first time | being plied splendidly, and showmfi how 1o | i,
his season.  Defeat is always a disappoint- | control the ball and to centre at the right | B:
ment, but it was bound to happen some time, | moment, but most of the initiatory work was | i)y
and the Town and their followers may well be | from the middle line, whoge co-operation was | tu
proud of the magnificent run of success at the | bright and enterprising, Watford had a goal |y
start of this season. This was the eleventh | disallowed for-offside, but they seored again |
game, and the Town wero the last English through SHEPPARD, who shot from the rim | fo

team in the Football League to suconmb, Only
one other of the clubs in the four compart-
ments of the League lasted ag long, and they
algo _suffered defeat in their eleventh game—
the Welsh elub; Wrexham. .

Watford were bemoaning the puspension of
their captain and centre-half, the famous
Barson, and_also the mishap to their centre-
forward, MoPherson, who was nursing a dam-
aged leg, but afterwards everywhere %here Wi
an admission that the team had never played
with such spirit and skill. On the other hand
the Town have never olayed this season with
such lack of cohesion, and general listlessness,
and they were far below the form that has
placed them in their proud pogition. Though
they suffered defent, they are still at the head
of the League table, and thelr nerest rivals
all failed at home.

A BIG GROWD.

Twenty thousand people saw the strugele
and there has never besn such a following for
the Town in any game away from home as in
this. In addition to full special trans, it ap-
peared as though every possible road \epiclo
had been engaged, and there was a never-
ending stream of motor conveyances bebween
Watford and the various surrounding towns
‘and villages as far ad Tuton and beyond. The
display of favours by the Town supporters also
surpassed anything over seen beforé in the
meetings of the teams, and excitement was
intense almost from start to finish of the

zame.

Watford were the better side on the day's
play, and_deserved their success. Though
praise is chiefly accorded by the critics to the
nippy and youthful forward line, the real
strength of the side was in the middle division.
for while the Town forwards were knocked off
their game, the home forwards received con.
gistently elever support, — The distribution of
the Watford halves, and the often brilliant
manner in which fhoy initiated attack, kept
the Mown rearguard continually at work.

ELEMENTS OF LUGK.

In spite of this superiority there was an ele-
ment of Inck in the gamo that affected the
result, though the Town defenders could hardly
complain on that score, The first goal came
after 11 minutes, when Chapman, one of the
young recruits secured by Manager Pagnam
this resson, was provided with a wide pass
from Sheppard, and having plenty of ground
in which to operate, he got the ball across
nicely while the Town defenders wero gpread-
eagled, and HOLLAND headed past the hap-
less, Abbott to open the gcore.

The Town had the befter of the exchanges
until they got the equaliser, and Millar was
reﬂpnnsibi{o Tor the deft mass that enabled
Woods to run through and send the ball across
at the right moment, YARDLEY wag in tho
right place, and rIashin{g in at the correct
moment, shob the hall info the net, The Town
threatered to take the lead on soveral occa-
slons after this, bub it wag to ho at the other
end, and came in f yery simple way, T shall
not concede that HOLLAND, the scorer, was
not offside. Mo wag well beyond the Town
backs, who were rather wide ﬁmrt, when
Tuller pushed the ball up the middle, and tho
cantrn-irorward ghot ng Abbott advanced a fow
pases from hig goal, }

Very koon after this Davigon, almost under
thae nose of the roforeo, beat tho hull down from
above his hoad by using hoth hands, bub &
clear cago for a penalty kiek was missed, Play
w4 koon and often oxoiting, but tho quick,
swinging advances wo hayebecomo aoquainted
to from tho Town were misaing, wnd though
{ho batl was often in the Watlord goal arod,
{ho homo hacks and halves defendod woll, and
the interyal camo without further seore.

WATFORD 2 gowls
LUTON 1 goal
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of the penalty area, along the ground, and fhie |
Tuton goalkeeper evidenfly thought tho ball
wag joing out 0f Ylav, for he made no attempi |
0 @et at it, and it struck tho upright and
rolled into the goal. 5 Ie
Luton could not get {zaing. Daly and Bed- | o
ford wore playing well, bub there waa littlo | X
support from the middle men, whe found the | I
pace and skill of the opposition all 100 hot. | t]
The last goal cameé from BEDFORD, who| B
accepted o pass from Renpie, broko right | &l
through as he veered inwards from tha left| o
wing, and a8 Hewetb ran oub the littlo winger
gho’ the ball into the net,

WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN.

Had there been a collaague-in the right place
8 minute or two later the equalising goal | o
might haye come from the pass Bedford gave | t
to the right when the defenco was drawn, bub | ¢
there was nobody up on- the right or centre, | &
and Hewett was able to rum out and clear. In| &
the closing stages one or fwo desultory abtacks |«
wers made, and almost in the lagh minute of |1
the game Rennie’s name was teken, as he J
kicked Hewett when lunging at the ball as| !
the goalkeeper dodged past him. 1

A Toul for dangerous piay would have heen | |
the right decision, and perhaps that was what | |
the referee intended, Tho fact remains that | 1
Rennie has the unenviable distinction of heing
the first Luton player t6 he named this
8eagon.

The points were well earned by the winners,
and they need haye little fear of their position
in the League if they can maintain such a
standard of play,

PLAYERS.

Abbott had not a great deal to do, but while
he took the ball well, was not at his besh.
Pogsibly that most unlucky experience last
seagon on the same ground, when the only goal
of the match camo through the ball hitting a
tuft of turf and going right away from him
into the net, recurred to his mind. Kingham
was the finest back on view, and Richards
played better than against Coventry, but the
middle men' did not reach the highest standard
by o long, long way. The flank halves could
not. keep pace with Watford's flest wingers,
and Fulton was not a match for the witful
and quick-footed ingide forwards.

The attack suffered through this, and at no
timo did they give a really good line move-
ment. Now and then there wero clover little
skirmishes by either wing, but Rennie got few
chances of shooting, %rantim\ly the only
opportunity he had was in the fitst half, when
Hewett came out of poal and managed to
divort a fast low drive.

The team generally, howeyer, seomed to lose
senso of the valug of position, and the work
was lacking in intelligenca.

Watford had a fine goalkeeper in Hewett:
thoir backs were lusty kickers, and never stood
on_ceremony. The hall-backs played well,
being, o lovel lot, with Fuller showing much
skill in nursing hig forwards, Thero was ovi-
dence that he, ab least, has learned somothing
from Barson. The forwards were a fast and
ontorprising ling, unselfish, too, and playing
for each other, and thoy carried on tho work
of the middle men to fruition.

WATRORD, <= Howett;' Prior, Davisoni
Smith, Faller, Jewett; Chapman, Barnett,
Iolland, Hheppard, Daniols,

LUTON.—~Abbott; Ninghpm,
Black, Fulton, Millay; Daly,
Ronnio, Woods, Bedford.

Referoo,~My, J, Hmerson,

WATTORD
LUTON

Riochards;
Yardley,

London.

TOWN




