LUTON WIN AGAIN.

CAPITAL DISPLAY IN FIRST HALF,

Walsall’s Bid.

By Crusader.

UTON TOWN gained their
4 over WALSALL by a
display in the first half. They had hard
work to hold their own after the interval,
when the visitors made a desperate rally,
hut the effect of the first half was too
strong to be nullitied, and the Midlanders
were always fighting an wuphill battle.
They did so in a fine sporting spirit, and
the game was on a par with the best
we have seen this season in the matter
of freedom from ugly incidents and dirty
play. The referce had plenty of running
abont, but hig whistle was not required
nearly as much as has been hig experi-
ence with other games ihis season. Such
fouls as were committed were of a mild
character, and were the result of

exuberance rather than intent.

AN EABRLY GOAL.

Though they lost the toss and had to
face a slight breeze, the Town were
quickly off the mark, and after two rapid
assaults: had- been ' frustrated a sharp
dash by RENNIE through the middle gave
him the opportunity to open the scoring
with a clever sghot from a somewhat
awkward angle to the right of the goal.
There was a speed and dash in the move-
ments of the Town that had the visitors
on the defensive for long periods; though
when the Walsall forwards got moving
they -gave no small amount of trouble
to the Town bhacks, without making seri-
ous calls upon Abbott. Moffat and Thom-
son were the chief source of worry, but
Dennis and Harris playeqd well, and
though the Ilittle winger made tricky
runs and omne or two nice centres, the
inside forwards seldom had a chauce to
shoot, unhampered.

At the other end the Town forwards
frequently moved in almost perfect
unison, and bhoth wings were kept going,
the halves feeding with well judged passes.
and Rennie also distributing evenly, and
then heing nicely in position for a shot.
Some of the advinces. were a positive
delight, and the Walsall halves and hacks
had a harassing time. Wait, however,
was a fine goalkeeper, and made several
grand saves, mnotably from Rennie,
though the centre-forward might reason-
ably have scored on at least thrce
occasions.

WOo0DS' GREAT SHOT.

The Town's second goal was the reward
of promptitude in front of goal, and it
was a mdgnificent shot of WOODS, a real
first-time effort, ‘that - crashed into the
roof of the net, Wait making a plucky
but unavailing attempt to turn the ball
over the bar. These two goals represented
half an hour’s interesting play, with the
Town haying by far the better of the
exchanges,’ and fully deserving their
strong lead. 3

Many otlier attempts were nearly fruit-
ful before the interval, while at the other
end Abbott could not retain a terrific shot
from a free kick, and the ball was cleared
only after a desperate scuffle in the goal

victory
convincing

area. The interval was signalled with
the score:—
LUTON TOWN 2
WALSALL 0

For nearly a quarter of an hour after
the re-start the Town were still on top,
and twice Rennie missed good  chances.
Yardley, presented him with a pass in
front of an open goal, but the ball was
too high to be kicked and Rennie failed
to take iy on his breast. A little later
he was given a pass in his favourite
position, but the hall spun off his foot
and travelled a yard wide.

WALSALL’'S BID.

Then Walsall got together, and with
Moffat and Smith showing rare speed,‘and
a lot of trickery, play was in the Town
half for an extended p-ciod. The home
halves quite failed to retain command
of the opposition, and their positioning
and kicking was poor, so that the backs
were overburdened. However, both King-

ham and Harris played finely, and
Abbott had not a great deal to do.
Nevertheless, he made two _wonderful

saves, once running out to foil Lane when
that crack marksman had a great chance,
and again flinging himself at a fast shot
by Moffat and turning away the ball
w]flxen it seemed certain to find the correct
billet.

The visitors played cleverly in midfield,
and often: the Town halves were hope-
lessly out of position, but a little
encouragement began to mend matters,
and when the third goal arrived the issue
was beyond doubt. 3

RENNIE AGAIN

aid on the Walsall right had been
bf%kgn (]IJY ‘Harris, who sent the ball for-
ward to RENNIE, and hefore the Walsall
backs could counter, the «_:emre-forward
had slipped through and lifted the ball
over Wait’s head as the goalkeeper ran

i . P -

01’%1120 '}.‘lc])t‘ls;cegppeared to score amother
good goal as & regult of further pres-
sure before the end. Bedford gathered a

pass, cnd, though tackled immediately,
managed to dribble.along to the - goal
line. He then ran round his man to cut
in "and heat Wait with a fast shot as
the custodian ran out. The referee
pointed to the centre, but the Walsall
players appealed to him, and he went
over to the linesman, and as a Tesult
Bedford was given offside, this being the
official version, hardly understandable in
view of the fact that Bedford beat an
opponent for possession. Still, Capt.
Prince-Cox -is one of tho veferecs who
believe in allowing the man with the flag
a real interest in his job, and had to
accept his verdiet.

Walsall pegged away to the end, and
their efforts hrought a goal with the last
kick of the game. Smith, who had been
very active in the second half, got past
Kingham and Black, and centred almost
from the line. LANE received unmarked
in front of goal, and managed to tap the
ball past Abbott, appeals for offside being
negatived. Before the game could be
re-started the whistle sounded the end.

DEFENCE STRENGTHENED.

Much satisfaction was expressed over
the play of Harris, the mew player. The
rearguard appeared to be sirengthened
by his inclusion, for he showed skill in
interception, and a nice length kick. Now
and then he did not get the ball fairly
on the instep, but the feature of his play
wag his coolness and the co-operation
with Dennis, while he never overshot his
forwards. He was speedy, too, and quick
in recovery. Kingham maintained his
eplendid form, ang gets stronger and
surer with every match. His positioning
was the secret of successful tackling, his
kicking 1is improving rapidly, and he
should soon be equal to any back the
Town have had for a football generation,
Abbott was safer, and inspired more
confidence than at Watford, and his two
saves in the second half ‘‘hrought down
fhe house.”

MIDOLE MEN.

The middle men gaye a very fine
exhibition in the first half, and though
not holding the visitors completely in
check, they were difficult obstacles to
overcome, while their work with the for-
wards was a hig factor in the heavy
pressure. In the second half they had a
bad time for a period of twenty minutes,
buy - ‘recoyered again before the end.
Dennis was as good as, if not hetter than,
any half-back in the game. He had the
good sense to keep a close eye on Moffat,
who was certainly the most dangerous
of ,the visiting forwards. Fulton and
Black were much better in the first half
than in the second, hoth tending their
wings to good purpose, and helping along
the many fierce onslaughts.

THE ATTACK.

The ferwards, while thev had the sup-
bort, were a very live attack. It was good
to see the way the ball was swung about,
though there were times when both Daly
and Bedford hung on too long, with the
result that the tacklers were able to
block the centres or passes. They both
showed good speed, and could not com-
plain about the nursing they received,
for their partners and the halves behind |
pushed the hall through nicely. Woods
was at his best again, and Yardley was
more pushful than in his average match
thiz season, while Rennie was seldom out
of posifion when the ball came his way.
He deserves more of the through ground
pass, for he is not without the faculty
of beating an opponent provided the ball
comes to him in such a manmner that it
can be collected. The three inside men
were well on the mark, and a less capable
custodian than Wait would have been
beaten many more times.

WALSALL.

Walsall have a _better side than last
season. There is more foothall -in it,
and especially in the forward line, while ]
the backs seemed safer than last season’s
pair., Wait was in grand form, and in
Walters there are distinct possibilities of
a clags full back. Houldey also did w»ll.
The halves were robust and rugged rather
than clever, with Groves the pick,
because he had a better appreciation of
the dual jobh of defence and attack.
Moffat and Thomson were the better
wing, but Smith showed skill when he got
the right pass. Lane did mnot live up to
his reputation as a marksman.

Captain Prince-Cox handled the game
with his customary tact, and the 10,500
spectators enjoyed the afternoon’s enter-
tainment.

LUTON TOWN
WALSALL ...
LUTON. — Albott; Kingham, Harris;
Black, Fulton Dennis; Daly, Yardley,
Rennie, Woads, Bedford, e
WALSALL. — Wait; Walters, Houldey;
Groves, Hunter, Liochhead; Moffat, Thom-
son, Lane, Bradford, Smith.

Referee.—Captain A. Prince-Cox, _Iia{rnes,



