DOWN

AGAIN.

LUTON DEFENCE CRUMPLES AT
SOUTHEND.

By Crusader.

MONG the 7,000 spectators at_Southend
41X on Saturday were a knot of Lutonians
who, for an hour, lustily sang ““Are We
Downhearted?” ~They must have been
downhearted at the finish, for I am fairly
certain that few of them have seen Luton

lay so well and vet lose so heavily. For
ndividual and collective skill the Town
were far ahead of the United. but could
not drive home their attacks.
Bonthend spectators and officials iwere
asking how such a team could lose =0
heavily to Crystal Palace. They had their
answer in the second half.

Four of the goals scored by the winners
were the results of breaks away, and the
other, the first, came because the Town
backs did not met settled to their job.
and_ there wa3 _ a gap through which
BAILEY went almost at will. and then
puy in a_ground shot that would have
Dbeen saved, I think, if Abbott had not heen
facing the sun. He did not start for thi
ball until it was goinz past him,
when he measured full lengzth on
:rs\md the ball was in the back of
net.

It was remarkable how the Town for-
wards failed to eanalise. They outwitted
the home defenders with almost monoton-
ous regularity, and the home goalmouth
was the scene of many flerce ;tmeﬂleS.

and
the
the

he often bowled ove;
r

Grlahzlm. e was baulked. no
relied very largely upon the cutting-in
of their wingers, and nrofited
change. ~COlenshaw had been the- main
source of trouble in the first half, but
Oxley was more in the picture in the
second, and playved cleverly. Though the
United were having a better share of
the game than they had before the inter-
Eg}:outshe Town were still the more dan-
Then came the second score to the home
team. Kingham miskicked and went
down, and Clenshaw. always with an eve
to the main chance, dartgd in and got
the ball away from the recumbent back.

His shot was cleverly parried by Abbott,
but the ball went direct to the e
OXLEY, from whose legs it rebounded past
Before the cheers had

Kingham or
The;

the goalkeeper.

e |did away Oxley came galloping through

on the right, swung the ball almost. under
e bar, and DONOVAN'S head beat
Abbott’s fist in getting at the ball. and
it was in the net aeain.

ry as they would, and they never
relaxed, the Town rdsg
overcome the Southend defenders.
ul movements brought the ball
Southend goal time afte~ time. but the
lockad: ineff the home

=

but when a shot was att here was
vaaally a block there. which was a tri-
bute to the powers of recovery of the
home halves, who also called upon their
inside forwards for a_lot of assistance.
and got it. Corner kicks. centres am
free kicks were pla in the goalmouth
with unerring accuracy. but always the
obstructionists prevailed.

For a long time the Town backs were
ﬁositioned near the middle line. and the
alves were joining the forwards in the
endeavonr to get the ball into the net.
Rennie, in spite of the constant shadow-
ing to which he was subjected. twice
doserved to score with auick shots taken
on the move, and one of these scraped the
foot of the upright and went outside.
Moore being at the other end of the goal.
t best marksman. Once
through and seemed 2

ut
Ll ut his shot was punch

certain scorer, b1

by Moore.
on!;‘na:modi?: inids were made by Shankly

and Clenshaw, but these caused trouble
Oglv occnssicnall_v for Abbott. whose iob
ro iy pmig el o R L
o ell to

B he e el The Southend trainer

our goal t the change of ends. and
that w;\na :D;Mernte estimate of their
superiority.
SOUTHEND 1
Sotneny s s et
ithend had to consider thel
A% the i changed their
e interval, and they e

tactics to urpose. Ins
ing to Dlavzm Town at_ their own Rame.
thevy relied chiefly upon the lonZ kie!
p* ek onme  and fbemeplay. in the
tecond period very much like that
o ‘Luace in the those

Pusac

games the methods pi
#oals withont reply.
they proved too stronz
defence at close gnariers.

,JB the first half 3{"“}‘”:9,,,,1"1“110
elied upon their centre-for

ing, but he was well watched. and

FOOTBALL

| was

mainly
r ghoot-
though

was ve, for
backs and halves packed well. and Moore
was always on the alert, Whenever a
Sonthender got his foot to the ball the
movement, usually had to be reconstructed
from midficld. Corners were of no use. an
there_were @ few of them, while Daly
and Dennis, cleverly fed by_their part-
got across many passes into the

ners,
danger zoue, -but always ths defenders
prevailed.

After a flerco onslaught by the Towm.
OXLEY snapped up a loose ball. and
dribbled right through to lift the ball
over Abbott’s head e goalkeeper
came out, This was the best goal of the
game, but there was to follow a cousol:};

tion prize for

being responsible. for v
got: ;:lS', him and to the ball when either
back or goalkeeper might have had it
if there had been a clear understanding
of what Kingham was going to do.
Still the Town did nct relinquish their
cfforts. and the finest bit of cnmbinﬁ]tiog
during the ac]
a
and Daly passed
went half the length
came 1o nothing, and
SOUTHEND
LUTON ..
Tho Town defence, wct‘\‘s

and there was 2
r Graham a

sed as they
of the field. but it
the result was:

stamina. i
i his department, but a
?cg?:m;:lla ttllclalzlgodmwork‘l :‘?d B;na u‘lv%‘szizz
ardle; .«
geiltmtér gg“h[x]ntion szx;gusu:]l‘ en:xgth;x;i
one ;
:%:Zluv?e‘averelenuessly from start to fin-
ish.

£010 ;
— T French, Brophy;
isx?wg. W. %Bﬁn]éf:‘x,io. Morris: Oxley, Bailey,
Shankly. Donovan, Clenshaw. e
T,0TON.—Abbott: Kingham, Yra ‘dl :
Black, Olark, ~ Millar; Daly, ardley,
Rennie, Woods, Dennis.
Referee—E. E. Bmall, Bristol.
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