VELCOME POINT WELL WON

LUTO

TOWN MAKE A DRAW

AT BRISTOL.

Clark Fills the Bill

By Crusader.

BRISTOL ROVERS ... o 1
LUTON TOWN . R
BRISTOL ROVERS -Whatley. Bennett,
Haydon: Britton, Perry, Roberts; Reay,

Cosgrove, Phillips, Puterson, King.
LUTON. — Banes Graham, Richards:
Clark, Fulton Millar. Daly, Roc, Rennie,
Yardley, Bedford.
Referee.~—Mr. A. W, Lama t, Exeter.

NTIL we steppeil ont of the train at
Bristol on Saturday it was prob-
lematical whether the visit would be
useless or not. It was ¢ to find,
however, that a slizht set in,
and to learn that the match was a cer.
tainty. Referee Lamacraft_told me that
on the train journey frowa Exeter he had
been telling himself that play would be
impossible, that he would just Lave time
o inspect the ground, dec it unfit,
and get back to Lxeter in time to sec
the Excter City v. Brighton match. c
discovered that the BRISTOL ROVERR'
management had cvercome the difficulty
by bhaving the snow cleared awey, and
he declared the grouad fit. On the other
hand, the mateh at Exeter was impossible.
WHAT PLYMOUTH THOUGHT.

The Eastville ground was still in a bad
condition, but there was evidence that the
job had been tackled most thoroughly,
and  the management  deserved  full
measure of praizc, All things considered,
the conditions were far better than anyvone
could have expeeted, and LUTON TOWN
were not sorry that they were able to
earry out the programme. Among the
crowd of 6.000 spectators were the Ply-
mouth Argyle teani, who were unable to
play at Newport owing to the state of
Somerton Park. Mr. Bob Jack wes in
charge, and he mnd his men paid a tri-
bute at the finish to the gpame put up
by the Town. and said that they had
merited the point they earned.
BEDFORD'S GOAL.

For myself, I thought the Town were
unlucky not to bring both points, znd the
whole of the team dcclarel that the goal
scored by Bedford in the first half was
a good goal. Moreover, the Rovers after-
wards admitted that the Town left winger
was not offside, for the ball went to him
off a Rover half-back. The referee did
ot see this, apparently, and when ques-
ioned by Richards nt the interval, replie
shat the linesman also azreed h him.
Against that, however, v
of the Rover defender,
mend matters.

WHY ROE WAS CAUTIONED.

From this incidewt arose the
of Roe at hall-time, and on making in-
quirics I learned that it came about in
éhis way. Richards had spoken to Mr.
Lamacraft, and when he had finished Roe
vemarked, “ Play the game, referee. We
snly want a chance.” Whereupon the
referec turned round and evidently spoke
severely, threatening to send him to the
dressing-room. It was not = wise thing
for Roe to do, but I am bound to say
that the Town did not seem to get cqual
justice during the first half. 1 did not
.bll\me Mr. Lamucn\l! for this, but the

were fl i
by the .mwd. which was not nearly so
sporting as we have come to expect at

Bristol.

Before a Town player hal kicked the
ball_Graham was pullel up for a foul
on King, What bappened was that the
fleet-footed youngster and Grahain met in
a violent clash. and the winger went down.
It was a foul, but there was nothing
_deliberate about it, aad there was no
wed for the referec to stand and talk
to Graham for hoif-a-minute, nor for the
trowd to begin and masintain an inter-
mittent demonstration agaiust the Town
players.

AN IMPUDENT FOUL.

There were just as many and just as
bad fouls by the Rovers, and for a really
impudent case there was nothing so bad
as an incident just hefore the emd, when
Phillips, prevented by Richards frem rush
ing . ot Banes, took his revenge on
the Town full back The referee spoke to
him, but if cny man deserved sending
off the field jt was Phillips,
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The =Shockers” was the nickname
hestowed upon the Rovers during the last
week or two, because of their victories
over Fulham and the Rangers, and it
would appear to hove got to the heads
of some of them.

RICHARDS AS CAPTAIN.

Richards took chavge of the side, and
was fortunate to wia the spin of the coin,
but the Town were on the defensive at
ouce as the result of the spilling of King
by Grahani. They should have taken the
lead, for the hall was swung right across
the goul, and Reay, who stood almost
under the bar, had but to nod the ball
to score, but the ball travelled right back
across the goal towards the corner flag.
There was a great gasp of disappoint-
mept, and the Town profited by the
escape.  They kept the ball going nicely
on either flank, and Clark was early
prominent. His terrific drive scraped the
bar with W hmh-y leaping frantically to
get at it. Then Whatley could not hold
a sharp, low drive by Bedford, but there
was none up close enough to slip the ball
through, and the goalkceper retrieved and
cleared
RENNIE SANDWICHED.

Even exchanges followed, and the llull
moved rapidly from cnd to end.
there was a very bad foul on Rennic, whu
wasg eing overcrowded, nnd three players
went for him at once as the ball ¢-mue
across, and he was brought down in
heap, vet the incident was not pena ml.
Both wings were being well used, and
Clark’s combination with his colleagues on
this flank bronght a lot of danger. They
were very troublesome, and it was their
fine initiatory work t brought the goal
that disallowed. There was o hot
seene the Rovers' gool-mouth, and

in
several shots against a packed gonl were

tric 1 without taking cffect, and then the
ball came to Bedford, who cut in a
zave Whatley no chanee. The referce gave
offside, as already stated.

THE ROVERS' QOAL. .

Banes bed not” had any real test up
to this point, and then Grozham handled
a ball that was going wide of his jeft hand
when he was well out, thougit there was
no danger. From the frec kick the ball
travelled to Phillips, who hooked it high,
and COSGROVE met it as it came down,
and with o firsttime shot sent the ball
well wide of Ba into the ret. Within
a  few minutes Reunic might have
ecqualised, for Le was in the oct of taking
a centre from the left winz. when Bennett
intervened. The bell wos got away.
00D GOALKEEPING.

e Rovers played strosgly ofiter this,
but were  well held by Groham o and
Richards. and the latter's hefty kicks were
of much lhelp to the Town forwards.
Once, however, Banes made a grand save
hy diving to take the hall at the foot
of the post. Play quickened as the in:
terval approached., and hoth gonls were
assailed.  The mearest effort to o score
was when Bedford put in a shot that
travelled at a great pace, but Whatley
wade o brilliant save by tippizg over the
bar. Reunic had two or three shots, and
went very close, but the change of ends
came without farther score:

B“I'-"HIL ROVERS .

TOWN
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Xn the L‘nrl) stages :mcr the resump-
tion King was pulled up for encroach-
ment on two or three occasions, and the
‘Town madc good use of the free kicks, and
Whatley managed to get at a fast drive
from Bedford. Then there was o hot and
prolonged attack by the Rovers, who re-
fused to be driven back. Banes was often
called upon, but there was nothing very

serious in the work he had for a con-
siderable time, Bedford was active, and
after he had threatened the Rovers' goal

twice with brilliant. runs there was a
dash by thce Rovers, and Banes made a
great save from King, who was unmarked
at close range.

Gradually the Town got the upper haud,
and play settled in the Rovers' half.
However, the halves concentrated on de-
fence, and the Town attack was foiled
time after time when an equaliser seemed
certain.  Once Rennie got to the bell as
it came out after Whotley had saved, and




verybody felt sure the scores were level
15 the ball went for the farther corner
»{ the goal, but Whatley got to it some-
how, and the ball spun off his hand and
weut past the upright. The Town now
had the measure of the opposition, and
irabam and Richards were playisg well
up behind _the halves, near the middle
line. The Rovers' forwards were seeing
very little of the ball, though the wingers
made on~ or two raids,

ROE AND RENNIE.

The pressure was never relased, and
Clurk had many shots. Fulton was hold-
ing Phillips well, and it was good to see
the way he looeed the ball to the forwards
while the Rovers' halves were aut of posi-
tion. The Town refused to loosen their
grip, and the cqualiser was overdue when
it came ten minutes from the end. Fulton
drove the ball nicely up the middle after
an all-line attack nad been bheaten off.
Roe went for it, accompznied hy Haydon,
but as the fullback rushed at him Roe
deftly _back-heeled the ball past him.
RENNIE seized the chance promptly, and
went in to shoot past Whatley as he
advanced, and the scores were level.
HOLDING ON TO IT.

The concluding stages were in favour of |
the Kovers, for the Town then were con- |
tent to keep on the defensive, and their
rushes were twice very near scoring. Now
and then the Town got away, but the
machimery was no longer in working
order forward, and forwards and halves
seemed content to frustrote the efforts of |
the Rovers. Twice the ball was middled
well from the left, and was headed over
the bar. The Rovers were distinctly
rattled, but the Town kept their heads
and resisted all onslaughts until the
whistle went,

REARGUARD.

Bancs again showed plenty of confidence
and skill. He had not the slightest chance
with the goal registered against him, His
best save was in the second half, when
he dived and collared with a sweep of the
left hand = shot-centre from King. MHis
weight enabled him to resist the rough
attentions of Phillips, and the latter be-
came very peeved when he was sent
sprawling by the goalkeeper towards the
end of the game. Graham was not quite
so0 certain ns in the previous games, hut
played strongly, and Richards was m his
element. Actually the ground was against
him, but he was rescourceful, and a big
factor in defence.

HALVES,

As Millar paid more attention to the
winger than usual, he and Richards got
on very well together. MiMar was not so
active jn attack as Clark, who played
magnificently. His strength w:zs on asset,
and when Roberts took a runring charge
at him, quite fairly, the Rover mensured
his length in the snow outside the touch-
hine, and Clark went on to have a shot.
Fulton played grandly in defence, and his
quickness of recovery was n feature of
the Town's obstructive work. The backs
and halves were splendid in solidity, and
did remarkably well in such an uncom-
fortable game.

FORWARDS.

 The ettack was nippy, the right wing
‘boing the better in the first half, but the
left did more damage ofter the interval.

Fine triangular work was seen on the
right wing at times, and Yardley got
Bedford going cleverly. Roe had no
 superior in control, but there was rather
a lack of ginger in front of goal. Rennic
was dogged closely, nnd every time he got
near the ball there was ome, often two,
and sometimes three opponents hanging
on to him, He withstood a lot of buffet-
ing.

For he Rovers, Whatley played hia cus-
tomary fine game, and Bennett and
Haydon were good backs, the latter espe-
cially In the middle line there was little
1o choove between Perry and Roberts. For.
ward, the honours could ba fairly evenly
apportioned.  Phillips was o~ dangerous
customer by rcason of hig thrustfulness,
but he got few opportunities of shooting,
fe-;:vr ‘han Rennis, but the wingers did
well.
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