TORQUAY TAKE THE TRICK.

LUTON TOWN

IF any business were transacted by the
several officials of other clubs who
ted the game on Monday evening, it is
unlikely that it concerned sny of LUTON
TOWN’S players. Possibly there were ad-
vances in regard to a_couple of the
youngsters of TORQUAY UNITED, though
they had nothing of note on their side.
That could be well understood, nerhaps,
since they were playing four reserves 1in
their gide, due to injuries sustained in the
struggle at Merthyr on Saturday. The de-
bacle of Saturday had its effect om the
gate, for there were only about 3,000
present. It also geemed to have demoral-
ised the Town team, for they gave a very
poor exhibition.
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Torquay rose to safety on the League
table as a result of the victory, and none
would deny them the credit of a hard,
unflinching game. They were not clever,
and did not try to be, They just went
whole-heartedly into the fray, and, though
fortunate to escape defeat on the run of
the game, merited the points because of
their epirit and pluck.

ut for the defeat
at the hands of Fulham, this would have
been a staggering blew for the Town
supporters, but they were probably pre-
pared for somctlllﬁngt’ot;jthe sort.

The Town had the better of the ex-
changes even when playing against the
stiff breeze and in face of the cold rain,
but, there was again a sore lack of team
gpirit, co-operation, stamina, and intelli-
gence. Fulham won because they were &
more polished combination; Torquay be-
cause they did not trouble about polish;
they saw the ball and hooted it; saw an
opponent and gave him no peace until he

arted with the ball or had it taken from

im; never hesitated about going for
the man or the ball, or both, and there
was-no iree target for any Town forward.
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Tn the second half it was much the same,
and although we were all pretty confident
that the Town would .win comfortably
when they had the advantage of the breeze
and the rain, they mnever rose to the
standard Tequired, and could not flurry
a stout and unyielding defence. It was do
or die with Torquay and they refused to
die. They played as if defeat were en-
tirely out of their horizon, and as though
faring for promotion stakes, instead o
trying to escape the bottom of the table.

Gough made many good saves in the first
haif. Now and then he was fortunate that
shots from Rennie hit defenders, and was
also lucky to get_at headers from Woods
and Yardley, while one from the former
nearly took the paint off the bar. Most
of the efforts of the Town, however, found
2 billet against the broadsides of the
Visitora’® defenders. On the other hand,
in their few raids, the visitors came near
scoring seyeral times, and Banes made one
{ine save from Waller, while Hill narrowly
missed with a fine shot. 5

KELLY, the former Derby County reserve
layer, scored the only goal of the firat
alf, and a good goal it was. Forbes was
indirectly responsiblé, for Tie went down
with his hand outstretched to intercept a
pasg, znd from the free kick Smeaton put
to Humphreys, who passed across to the
geover, and a_first-time drive heat Bamnes
all ends up, It was worth the Toud cheer
that was raised, and Torquay had the lead
at the retirement, >
TOROUAY UNI 1
LUTON TOWN

DEMORALISED.

The Town showed no general improve-
ment in the second half. They attacked
often enough to have scored half-a-dozen
poals, and again Gongh made fine saves,
but there was little combinative effort,
and when the inside forwards positioned
for shot they were usually covered by
opponents. Moreover, much time and posi-
tion was lost by dallying, beth at half and
forward, and instead of a guick transfer
while the visiting defenders were scattered.,
there was hanging baclk, and opportunities
were spoilt.
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Daly was the most conspicuous of the
Town forwards, and made many Tuns,
largely because he got some nice passes
from_ Black, and_because Yardley was
striving might and main to do some sort
of damage. It was a movement on the
right that led to the egualising goal, for
Daly got the ball across, and Bedford com.
pelled Gough to concede a corner. The left
winger dropped the ball right in front of
goal, and YARDLEY had the easiest
possible chance.
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We hoped the Town would accept this as
a_tonic, hut it acted the reverse way. The
visitors had always given trouble when
they did get a move on, and Banes
made two capital saves, while Hill had
gone very close with a sharp shot, but now
they opened out again. Edmunds and
Waller were both very troublesome, and
eventually the latter and Kelly took ad-
vantage of a mix-up near the corner
flag. "and _Kelly leverly centred for
HUMPHREYS to head a nice zoal, ard this
was sufficient to give the visitors the

oints.
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The Town continued to try in a ragged
sort of way, but never again troubled
Gough as geriously as hefore, and retired
a crestfallen side. Banes and his backs
were not to blame, The goalkeeper did
his part well, thougl somewhat crude at
times; Kingham was not always safe. but
Richards played well throughout. Black
assed cléverly, but afillar was right off
orm, and neither flank half mastered the
opposition. Forbes did moderately well as
a debutant. but he did not improve on
Fulton.  He ghowed strength and courage
enough, and worked mightily al] through,
put has much to learn. The forwards were

off colour generally. but got litt1¥ help
from the men hehind.
ImEEE |
Torquay had a sound defence, Gough

Lkeeping goal as coolly as one expects from
a player of his experience and re.utation,
while Cavn and Fowler were lusty and
gtrong-kicking backs. The middle men
were industrious, and in the forward line
there was paco and eagerness, though
little finesse. Hill, who was secured from
Teeds United a little while ago, was a
dangerous centre-forward.
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LUTON TOWN ....... h
LUTON.—Banes; XKingham, Richards;
Black, Forbes, Millar; Daly, Yardley,

Rennie, Woods, Bedford.

TORQUAY. — Gough; Cann, Fowler;
Carrick, Smeaton, Smith; Waller, Kelly,
Hill, Humphreys, Edmunds,

Referce.~Mre W, E Ruseell, Swindon.



