Crusader
ON THE VISIT
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Comnments
OF WALSALL,

"VHEN raln continued to fall after

noon on Saturday, I sai i
that Walsall's chances ,\\'ouﬁ;dbéoil?lrg:%g
by thirty ber cent., and I think this was
proved. The ground and ball were so
difficult to master that neither team
could consistently overcome the trouble,
and play generally wag poor. The Town
were the more aggressive, hut could not
beat down a stern and resolute defence
and so Walsall took away a point. 5

Walsall’s methods were discovered
@nce, for Codfrey twice tried to choﬁyb
Bryce out of his stride, an on each
vceasion the VWalsall aefence hiad difficulty
in keeping their goal intact, Godfrey was
in_ trouble several times for similar in-
Irmgement., but it was typical of the in-
tentness of the Walsall halves and backs,
They never stood on ceremony, hut hustled
and bustled strongly, ang threw the Town
forwards off their game.

Fortunately they could not do the same
with the backs, even when the middle line
€agged a bit after change of ends. There
they met with no guarter, although there
was seldom a foul by a Town defender.
Once Gale offsaded, and in his case it was
not by tripping, but by lusty charging
of the sturdy Albert Walters, who was not
unwilling to try conclusions*® with his
&houlders when the burly pivot harred the
way.

Bryce was' fed cleverly by .)ent and
Frager, and it was chiefly through his
quick runs and passes that the Walsall
rearguard was kept busy in the first half,
though Heslop and M’Nestry also did good
work in approach. Good ghots were in-
frequent, however, and John was not only
on his best behaviour, hut had a lot of
luck. T do not think we have seen a goal-
keeper stop so many shots without know-
ing it until the ball had struck him.

He got in the way of efforts from Bryce
and M'Nestry in this way in the first half,
and the same pair and Heslop afterwards,
and twice serambled the Lall out of danger
after he had stopped it merely because he
happened to be in the yath, and not by
anticipation. Yet he should have been
beaten time and again, and I think he
would have been had the Town forwards
employed more open methods, and shot for
goal instead of frying io dribble close in.

His two best saves, curiously enough,
were from shots by Clark, cne of which
was 2 free-kick. He sent that flying over
the bar, and the other he dived at. and
managed to turn round the post. Our in-
side forwards had comparatively few
ghots, and even when shots were tried,
and appeared likely to beat the goal-
eeper, Town players as well as Walsall
defenders got in the way. Rennie in the
first half and Meslop in the second had
drives stonped by M’Nestry who, in his
eagerness, had got well in,

Apart from a period of about fifteen
minutes after the change of ends, Walsall
did not try to play constructive football,
but relied on kick and rush, and there
were few ;novements in which halyes and
forwards {ook part co-opex:auvely, The
Walsall forwards got very little hielp from
the men behind, and did a lot of foraging,
especially the inside wing men, who were
playing “half-back while the men from
those positions were drawn into the rear
to help.

Especially was this so towards the end
of the game, and time after time one could
gco at least four Walsall players in a
straight line, all concerned with Fack play.
Helliwell can seldom have spent more time
in his own penalty area, but he played a
fine defensive game, and more than once
gaved his goal when the others vould have
been heaten. Indeed, there vere occa-
gions when the whole of the Walsall team,
with the cxception of Albert Wallers and
the two wingers, were struggling i Ehell‘
Penalty area,

That was how Walsall éame to share the
Yoints, and though at cne period th‘ig
looked like coming off hest, they cou
not continue to risk defence for the E&li(g
of attack. On the whole it may be sa
that their methods were_:ustified, since
they took a point that should not have
Been theirs on the actual run of the play.

Banes made two or three good saves:
Kingham played a grand. game, an
gson was just as good, while the
halyes, if not, always dominating 1he game,
at least spent as much time rm_attack as
on  defence, The flank talves WB!‘&’
Toticeable for support to the attack, an
?ﬂ- © was a potent element in the defence.
 might, haye heen more profitable if ghg
foatee-half had come up the fleld behin
18 forwards a little better, put e DI’W"%
§ strong game, and it is noteworthy tha
D the four games he has played the only
1 againgt has heen from a freelkick.
thers, rf courge, share the credit,

v—M”i"“”B were not go well together

as we expect nowadays, an h 2

should'be kept on the n{ovc rsuc(}re.t1 eHeé)l}‘)!r}
and M'Nestry made many dashing raids
and Dent £ave Bryce a lot of cunning
basses, while Rennie got the Lall to the
wings well. There was not one that was
at his best as a marksman, however, and
if any player deserved particular mention
{:é'ucglechybenez}s it was Bryce, who played

spite of missi eY K
chnuces.p issing one of the edriest

Walsall’s best were John, who Lept goal
well; Houldey at back, and H¢ m\p, £ at
half. Not much was seen ¢f tho fervards
other than during the spell of attacking
mentioned, but the wingers were good, and
got the hall across in capital style, but
Walters had little support for his work in
front of goal,

There were 7,000 spectators.

LUTON. — Banes; Kingham, Hodgson;
Clark, Gale, Fraser; Heslop, M’Nestry,
Rennie, Dent, Bryce.

WALSALL.—.Jolm; Walters -F.), Holdey;
Godfrey, Helliwell, Muldoon; Parle, Brad-
ford, Walters (A.), Eyres, Barnes.

Referee ; Mr, A Attwood, Newport.

RESERVES GO DOWN.

Clever Football Without
Goals.

LUTON TOWN RESERVES were the
guests of QUEEN'S PARK RANGERS
RESERVES at Shepherd’s Bush on Satur-
day, and they played so well in the open
that they had much the better of the
general run of the play, and only their
poor finishing robbed them of the reward
of their slkill.

The two goals scored went to the home
side following breaksaway, FERGUSON
got the first after a scramble in the goal-
mouth consequent upon a corner-kick, and
HOTEN managed to score with a terrific
drive from twenty-five yards’ tange.
Against these goals Imton had to show a
lot of pressure, and several times shots hit
the posts, while many chances were miss31
for lack of enterprise when at close
quarters In the second half the
superiority of the visitors was obvious, hnt
the kick and rush methods of the Rangers
prevailed,

Luton
especially

showed skilful combinatim,
on. the left wing, where
Slicer played brilliantly, and Te-
oeived excellent support from - Brown.
On the right Rickett was not- a great
success as an extreme winger, and Arm
strong was not so prominent as usual.
The amateur centre-forward, Whitehouse,
showed meat teuches, and was a .trier, but
he was lacking experience against such
defenders as the Rangers, but he. certainly
showed some promise, The middle line
acquitted themselyves well. H;xle was out-
standing, and played splendxdly'througlﬁ-
out, both in defensive and attacking work.
McGinnigle again demonstrated that he x;g
gradually coming along at centre-half, a:
Richmond put up a very useful gat:mii
Smith was a very sound defender, a;.,ut
usnally master of the opposing \vmg, l'lh
Knox was not always rehab'le, 1! ougin
kicki‘ng a good balI:i iz(],ind sllzoglmgogf,c:, i
we. ,
i?;v;;y.chﬁcfo:gth the shots that beat
5 i .of the prevailing conditions the
:x%ev ::r:a better than could have bee.xixogi
gected,‘ though there were scrapby per : He
P.R. RESERVES
g‘UTON RESERVES : 4
. Knox, Smith; Rich-
1,UTON.—Harford ; i A
nd, McGinnigle, Hale ; Rwsli i
:tlgoné S, Whitehouse, Brown, SLCEr-

PR .
ALE visited
on Samrdm;'ftetsgl\fian game, ran

BARTON, and,

+ winners. The game opened in fayour
ou 2

twelve minutes, they
o sundalgirﬁgiaf ifti‘eol;n ths kiq]s:s-gdﬂ’ Ea;'t,on
the field, and miSs Food
e dﬁer “this Sundale dﬂ, lgl?)sefore
gllxl:l;creéssing, and added four &
half-time.
1f S
he second hal
cod "o SipenEs, Bz 2
i 1
:i:ggg‘ %)SLEBTBON @), FRANKL
e and ; ON 0.
LUTOI?‘ HUNDALE 7, BARTON 7

dale added two
g.?*ton tried bard

Scorers 10122)' W,




