Crusader Comments
ON A CoOMIC MATCH.

OMEDY from the spectatoy’

_‘of view, though the playerst %:ulgomt
agree that there was much fun lnm)t
For THAMES it Was something af &
tragedy from the attendance st -
point, as the club are fighting ha‘rgnd-
make a name, and really deserve bettto
support. LUTON TOWN team diq ne€
seem capable of exerting themselves S
such an extent as to win, though I %
fairly sure Thames will he soungin
beaten at Lutdn if {hev hLave :
better side. i e

Still, we must walt and
am sure thas-every one ots?:;'e aggrt]:
from Luton would wish Thames wal{’
for they were cordial in their welcome.
Players of each , side were well
acquainted, and chatted happily to-
gether before and after the game, and
the officlals did 2ll that was possible
to make the Luton party comfortable.
It was a dificult matter, for a more
cheerless day could hardly be imagined.
Curiously enough, though right on the
viverside, In three years there has been
only one football match postponed
owing to fog. Mr. Milbank, the genial
secretary, told me this, and added that
only twice have the greyhound racing
mweets had to be postponed.

West Ham Stadium will be a ver: £
noise in thé football World Withic &
year or two, if I mistake not. They
have almost all that could be desired
except a winning team, and they could
hardly be expected to do better than
their present record in view of the
short time in which they had to make
preparations after they had been elected
to the League. The ground is capable
of accommodating a crowd of 120,000
people; one stand runs the complete
length of the ground, and on the
opposite side 1s another bigger than
the Town club's stand. ‘

The general equipment, dressing
rooms, offices, indeed everything, 1is
splendid, and I 1llked the place far

better than Highbury for the comfort
and warm hospitality. I am quite con-
fident that if Thames do not rise from
the rut this season, they will remain 1n
the League, and when they begin to
win matches they will find a crowd all
right—and an enthusiastic crowd, too.
Mr. Milbank told me that the people
unfloubted]y stayed away on Saturday
owing to the fog, fearing chat there
could not be a match. ‘“It is remark-
able.” he sald, “that they cannot be
weaned {from the idea that as we are
&0 close to the, river there must be fog
here on days like this.”

It is true that the match was not
nwch of a spectacle, but that was
largely because we were ro far away
from the play. Between the grand
stand and the playing pitch there are
the enclosure, 2 spacious greyhound
racing track, a dirt track, and a stretch
of turf, From the pitch the stand was
a blaze of light, but when the arc lamps
around the racing track were suddenly
lit during the second half there was
a loud cry from the spectators for them
to be ‘turned off, for they simply
blotted out the pitch to the-eye of -the
spectator.

Mr. Rous had no doubt about begin-
ning or continuing the game, but
before the match he nad some doubt
sbout a finish, and at half-time the
players never lefs the pitch. Now and
then there was a slight lift of the mist,
and for a brief space it was possible
to recognise the players, but there were
periods, and especlally when the Town
were on the move, when the ball could
not be seen at all, and only by the
sctions of the players could we tell
the direction in which it was moving.
Once there was some speculation as to
where 1t could be, and we sald 1t was
in the centre of the field, but actually
Banes was placing it for a goal kick.
We knew that when a spectre dashed
from one side of the goal, and we heard
a4 thumn, and then the ball rose just
above the sky-line. as marked by the
dark blotch of the stand on the op-
Dosite side of the ground.

S Al

In these circumstances it Is useless
to deal with the play at all, and would
be unfair to criticise the players, bub
15 seemed to us as if the Town missed
a very easy chance in the first half,
elther Dent or Rennle being almost

under
M'ggétr;hean?xart k1;011<:wlng a dash
{rﬁatch came som oty

e

by
of the
e twenty minutes after
s when dPhnlips

appeared to Le
g;)lll:igt (S;t of play, but we were told thlz:lv;
T € upright and glanced in. We
s s}fle the shadow of Banes as he
L mself across goal a; the ball,
opposlcen we heard the people on the
by e side shout, and saw thc Thames
Pl cir;zlrsmem}:u'ar:lng Phillips We did not
St was actually he who had scored
o mveler:osl‘l;gxed him to his position
inside right posi'tI::. o e

Thames have a fe;f-good g
players. I
g}‘{ed the way their wingers wﬁnt into
€ game, and Phillips, the old Millwall
player, had a roving commission that
proved successful. The ball was in the
air a good deal, and both goalkeepers
saw plenty of it, but there were few
really good shots. Once in the second
half there was a heap of players on
the ground almost under the bar of the
Thames goal, and from the struggle it
seemed that the goal must fall, but
Dobbin managed to get the ball away.

From the listless manuer in which
the Town played I thought they were
feeling the effects of the Cup-tie. They
did noft infuse much energy into the
game, and though one guessed that
there were a few nice movements, there
was an absence of real shooving ability.
Thames did the more pressing, if it
could be so named., but they seldom
looked ilke breaking down the defence
of Kingham and Smith. Further com-
ment I avold, for it would not be Iair
to the players.

THAMES.—Dobbin ; Donnelly, Smith ;
Warner, McCulloch, Riddoch ; F. Le May,
L. McCarthy, Lindsay, Phillips, Durnion.

LUTON.—Banes; Kingham, Smith;
Hale, McGinnigle, Muir; M’'Nestry, Arm-
strong, Re-nle, Dent. Bryce.

Referee.—r, 8. F. Rous, Hemel Hemp-
stead.

RESERVES IN FORM.

. .
Leicester City Well Beaten.
(By CLAUDIUS). |

Every supporter of the TOWN RE-
SERVES must have felt that he had re-
ceived really good value for money when
he left the Town ground last Saturday,
not simply because the Town had won,
but because he had seen a first-class
match, football of real quality, produc-
ing thrills and incidents of the best
kind, and then there was the additional
pleasure of knowing that his team had
merited success over @ splendid football
team in LEICESTER CITY RESERVES.
If any of the first team games have
been worthy of a crowd of 10,000, so was
this, and it is to be hoped that every
one of the 2,610 spectators will convince
one or two more of the pleasure they de-
rived from this match.

The football in the Combination Is
petter than ever, and the attendance
should be practically the same as for the
first eleven games. Leicester City have
enough players to put in the field three
strong teams, and the eleven they sent
to Luton proved a clever and skilful
side. But for some good fortune and a
lot of fine defensive work, the Town
might have been in arrears very early,
but they survived strong pressure, and
eventually the City had a tremendous
struggle to avert a crushing defeat.

BROWN scored all three goals for the
Town, and good goals, too, but he would
be the first to admit that he owed his
chances to the unselfish and skilful
combination of his colleagues, His first
goal came midway through the first half,
when he headed in a centre from Slicer,
and this was the only goal before the
change of ends. His second was after
Rickett’s fine shot had struck a defen-
der, and his third was the culmination
of a fine spurt between the backs, after
Rickett had paved the way by clever
footwork and a delightful pass. But for
the brilliant work of McKenna, the Town
would have had many more gOals. The
City had played cleverly, and in the
early stages a shot bv Dickson hifi the

Richards;
Page,

Knox,

bar.
LUTON. — Harford;
Heslop,

Clark, Gale, Richmond;
Brown, Rickett, Slicer.
LEICESTER. — McKenna ; Dumbrell,
Gellatly: Findlay, Carr, Ritchie; Moss,
Bushell, Wiggins, TLangford, Dickson.




