GRAND GAME BY LUTON.

SWINDON TOWN COMPLETELY"
MASTERED.

Rennie the Arch Schemer.

LUTON TOWN ... o ik
SWINDON TOWN s 10
LUTOH — Harford ; Klncham Hodg-",
fon ; Clark, McOuml Praser ; Hes~
op.. MNestry. Yardley, Rennie, Slicer.
SBWINDON.—Cope; Stansfield, Girvan;

Bralthwaite, Cockburn, Batty: Mun-
!lz‘!m Eddelston, Morris, Richardson,
irD!

Reierce:—Mr. L. E. Gibbs, Reading.

If ever a team tried to compensate

ioyal supporters for braving atrcelous
weather conditions, LUTON TOWN did
80 on Saturday, when they trounced
SWINDON TOWN far more decisively
than the score suggesis. Thi

ere ve're

good use of nice service from the in-
side ‘men and the halves, the I was
swing into the vicinity of Cope too
often to please him. He was safe enough,
however, though several hot shots
travelled very close. Some of the 'Bwin-
don team were trylng to use their
weight, and none would have grumbled
had they done 50 legitimately, but they
were not content with that, and the
whistle ‘was heard a lot, but not as
often as it should have been, s0 that
‘the crowd cheered derisively when ‘a
scries of fouls at last brought a free
1 kiek.

RENNIE'S CENTURY.

lho:t p&rloda ‘when
few and far between, and were usually
of individual character.
argued that ‘most of Luton's many
menaces were ‘due to the inspiration of
an individual, but, to my way of think-
mg the feature of tbe mx:ned was Luwn 'S
al

u
tion of effort. Whereas Swindon tried to
the home
side, in the main, seemed to be striv-
lnz for team success, and individual per-
formance was forfeited for the sake of
the whole. Now and then a player would
hold on ‘00 long, but, by comparison

‘but these occasions were
It might be

\ite ‘was again spoken to, this
time for fouling Yardley. and the as-
saults on ‘the Swindon goal increased in
fierceness, relfeved only by oneé or two
sudden bursts by Morris, but he wes
weil watched by Kingham and Hodgsun.
Once a fine shot by KIFOYy Wit &0 pecwv
speed across the and rose just
above the bar at the farther end. Tnen
Luton took command for & long time,
and the Swindon goal suffcred many
cscapes, onc shot hitting the upright
and Gope accepting the ball as it came
back. He saved splendidly several times,
but the fall could not long be delayed.
Hcdgson had refused to allow ths ir-|

with the visitors, such were
Tare.
CONQUERED CONDITIONS,

On Friday morning the Luton players
were rejoicing over the splendid condi-
tion of the ground ; 24 hours later they
were afrald that the conditions would
‘beat them, so far as entertaining foot-
Dall was concerned. The ground had
‘been wellirolled, and was springy, but.
by noon on Saturday, heavy rain and

2et had made 1t more like the pitch
to which we have been accustomed ever
since December came in. There were
tiny puddles all over the ground, mough
the extreme wings Weré not so
that middle stretch, which we hnve
come to 'hate because of the many
times it has nullified splendid work.
Well, the team rose superior to the con-
ditions, and gave s display which meri-
ted ‘the praise that found vent so fre-;
quently in loud applause: 1 do not re-
member hearing so0 much in any pre-;
vious game this season, even though the
sttendance was limited to 5.000.

MORRIS SOON MOVES:

Morris to bore past him, and
the ball went up the fleld. M'Nestry
!set?ed and ‘then corkscrewed his wa!
. past four defenders who tried to sf
him; he was on the point of ahootlng
past. Cope, almost arm’s length away.
when Girvan flung out a leg, and the,
Luton piayer toppled over. The referee
had no hesitation in awarding a pen-
alty kick, and gave Cope no
chance with a fast drive, alth I
thought the goalkeeper wuched it ‘with
Lhe ups of his fingers. e pace was
. and no

coukl have stnpped it,

| ¥ARDLEY'S 'TURN.

t A great cheer went up in recognition '
of Rennle ‘achieving his 100th goal in
League games; and was renewed as he
came to take ‘his place for the re-start.
l It was a very ‘warm tribute;, and seemed
to ammate Rennie, for. within a. few
he burst 1Y

~wlth Slicer —a delightful movement —
and Cope managed to take Rennle’s full

blocded drive at the second attempt.
Luton were: playing ‘great football ‘now,
lthe halves plying the forwards with

Bnow ‘was falling ‘& few seconds be-; lovely passes, and Cope and his backs
fore the players left the dressing rooms,
but had ceased snd the sun was shln-'luped through and 'was forced to ‘the
ing when C | right; Slicer headed in bhis
the fall of the coin spun by Tom Hodg- | centre, but Cope scrambled the ball out.

n. The'and, for & few seconds, there Was a
Town de= fierce tussle in the Swindon goal-mouth;
fended the ball would not go through, and Cope
the Ken-, seemed 'Invincible; he went down and
llwanh-xmved at full length, and, as he was.
foad end,  rising, Slicer shot, and ‘the ball struck |
him. but YA Y wason it in a 'tick
,and sent into the net.

@ ier ON THE MARK.

stmﬁght In the minutes before the .change of
away, for €nas, Luton overplayed <the visitors,
M orris]though Morris and his wingers were al-
q i ickly | Ways dangerous triers when they got go-!
made @ - ing. and Harford had tosave twice frem

and the
defence
had to be

mo v e,
alded by
hig  left:
W ing.
Kingham *
barred
the way,
however,
and we
soon saw
Rennie
trying &
shot, the
Ball being lifted over ‘the bar by

Cope just as the whistle went for off-'

side. A very fine centre. by Mubnings
went right across the Lutcen goal, and
Hartord would not have had much
chance if .Morrls ‘could have touched
the ball with his head; back it camc
from the left, and mere were several
poor kicks by Luton defenders until
Harford got his fists 1o the ball.

THE ROUGH STUFF.

The Luton left began to make mat-

ters warm for Swindon, and Brafthwalto -

—the principal ofiender in the match at
Bwindon — twice fouled Slicer, the secr
ond offence bringing a rebuke from the
yeferee as well as from the crowd. The
Swindon backs and halves became some-
what panicky as the pressure increased,
@nd, with Heslop and Slicer making

; Morris and Kirby. Mainly. the play WBSI
at the other end, and &ll the forwards '
had hard luck, but none more so than
Rennle, who ;shot grandly on two oc
casions, ‘and M'Nestry followed ‘suit,
Cope making fine saves. So the inter
val came with the scorei—

| LUTON ...
] SWINDON ..

1

eneanose B

-
i -In tie ‘early stages ‘of ‘the second half,
Luton seemed 10 be satisfled with their
lead, and there was a tendency to hang
on to the ball, the halves and forwards|
alike doing this. Swindon had a little
more of the play, and Munnings was a
trouble to Fraser and Hodgson now and
then. Harford twice had to make haste
io ‘pick up the ball, and one ‘wondered
if tne home team were going 1o remain
content with what they had. Rennie!
broke the spell with clever passes to the!
i right, and Heslop came well into the'
\ pleture.

| LUTON FIND LOOPHOLES;

The halves ‘were the first to change
their ‘'methods, and the forwards were
soon hammering at Co gOuL again.
He behaved magnificently, Shots and’
centres were frequent, and the Swindon |
halves were over-run, while the backs
could mog cover all the loop-holes that

the, Lutop dorwards discovered. So ph\yi




went on until the second session was
half spent, Then came a tremendous as-
sault, and Cope. was severely' tested by
several shots; the ball seemed as though
it would never pass Cope. Rennie was
doing the most extraordinary scheming,
and all the forwards benefited. Eventu:
ally, Yardley, who had been very persis-
tent. took 4 pass from the left, swerved
inwards and beat the backs, then hocd-
winked Cope and tried to Iift the ball
into what appeared to be a vacant goal.

Girvan, however, had. fallen back, and;

by diving headlong. managed to tum
the ball. out to his left; there was a
short scrambling scuffle, and Caope was
back in goal when HESLOP rushed in
and shot with all his might ; the goal-
keeper got his hands to the ball and
deflected it to the bar. but It fell be-
hind him into the net. It was @& gal-
lant effort to save.

REAT FOOTBALL.
Morris ‘was not so conspicuous now,

but kept on striving: to force a way, and
there was n gasp as he forged. pasy sev-

eral defenders at top specd; but Hcdg-|

son came across and, at the right
moment, got his: shoulder againsg the
Swindon leader and sent. him sprawling.
while the ball went behind. Luton then
played havoc with the Swindon halves
and backs, and time after time the
crowd were thrilled by the effective
combination of the forwards, with the
middie men moving along bYehind in
perfect support. Ccpe was a hero, and
his backs worked energetically, but the
goal escaped again and again in the

luckiest fashion imaginable. Once. Yard- n
then

ley worked clean through, and
could onty 1lift the ball out of the mud
jnto the hands of the waiting Cope.
Richardson. by the way, had likewise
fallcd at ‘the other: end just before.
Yardley also tumbled over the goal-
keeper after he had caught a centre
from Heslop. and. a fraction of a sec-
ond had enabled Cope to toss thie bal
behind. Then Yardléy and M'Nestry
went through and beat all, going right
ap 10 the goalkeeper, but Cope saved
brilliantly when all seemed lost, We
 thought theé scoring was.at an end, but
Yardley and Heslop joined in as pretty
A run as.could be imagined, passing and
re-passing until ouly Cope remained to
be bealen, and YARDLEY did that
easily. From. the kick-off, M'Nestry and
Heslop tried the same sort of thing, and
agdin went clean 5

possible for M'Nestry to fail to score. [trajectory. On the other wing. Heslop
DEFENCE. and M'Nestry got on exceedingly well,
‘and the former once more tired out the
Harford had just enough to do to en—’opmnmﬂ by his quicikness off the mark
able him to recognise Morrls und one; ynd the unexpectcd routes he took.. He
or two others, but, for the greater part i was uhlurtmmté not to score. Heslop is
of the game, had a soft job. Kingham{coming slong finely, and his speed and
‘and Hodgson played finely; but their were very’ trou After
 work also was not too ditifcult,, thanss| this game he should have gained a lof
to the excellent understanding with thelof confidence. Yardley led the line with
line in front. They paired well, cover- great dash and judgment, distributing
ing each other cleverly and never los- well and hustling the defenders when-
ing sight of the fact that Morris Wus ever there was a chance,
| the mainspring of danger for the visi-; * For Swindon, Cope was the outstand-
tors. The halves have never worked more ing performer, and well deserved the
harmoniously or with better judgment |jittle ovation the crowd gave him at the
and consideration for the men lwhind]dose. No goalkeeper could have done

+

and those in. front. I glo nov select. any better, The backs were plucky. and
one as being the best, for all three |.Cockburn was a good half, while, in at-
played grand footoall, obstructive Work itack, Morris. and his extreme wingers
being skilful and free from oftence, while |'were always requiring vigilance.

the service to the forwards was positive- . ~—CRUSADER.
ly brilllant. The fcrwards could not fatl ——————————

10 'do well. and there was not & Spec- |

mlmr displeased with. the guality of the
play.

RENNIE'S GRAND GAMEL

Rennie's footwork was a shicer joy to
follow ; at times he mystified the spce-
tators by utterly unexpected schicmes
that sint his line to the fore. His con-
trel was
D Rsses

that of a conjuror, and his

when the
"Tatrer
E wag
taf the
| thoughts
of theop=

! position.
i tri-
‘angular
work on
theLuton
left wing
was mag-
nificent.

i Slicer had a: happy

REMNMNIE

day, and to des-
cribe some of his centres when it seemed.
. guite impossible to get the ball in front
tof goal is difficult. I ¢an only think of
the word * slewed,” which is an.archaic

i the round-arm

but once
more Cope saved wihen it appeared im-

on
l'b‘owle’r's ball when delivered at a low



	Swindon home
	Swindon home2

