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WON AT

WALSALL

BROWN'S SNAP GOAL GIVES LUTON
THE VICTORY

A Game of Checkmate

( By Crusader ).

LUTON TOWN ..cesseesvne 1
WALSALL  ....coeewiinis o
WALSALL. — John: Walters, (F.)
Houldey ; Gcdfrey, Eradford, Archer;

Parle. Bartley, Meys, Eyres, Barnes.
LUTON.— Harfcrd; Kinghani. Hodgson:

Clari, Richards. Fraser : Heslop.
M'Nestry. Brown. Rennile, Bryce.
Referce: Mr. G, c. Denteng

Northgmpton.

AKE little account of tho score: the

result was & triumph over circum-
stances. 1 have never seen a Northern
Section ‘match, but from what I have
read. and hesrd I should imagine that
Walsall, who were in that Section so
many years, played characteristic
Northern Section game. Possibly their
ground conduces to this. It is much
smaller than thr Town ground. there is
lMitle turf on 4 sandy surface, ground
work 15 all but impossible because of the
deviation of ‘the ball, the spectators are
very clcse on twa sidés. and they are the
Ny siest—perhaps not without humour—
ja the Leagu: Behind the Town goal
‘j gathcered: some hundreds strong,
and yelled at the veferes for every deci-
ston siven sgainst Walsall, and on every
tackle by the Town defenders they were
sppealing for something or other. Tt
is not too much to spy that the Town

could never settle down 1o football as |
it should be playcd, and as ‘they can |

play it: but they took @ leat from the
book of Walsail, and beat them at their
own rame.
BACK PLAY

With the pronounced slepe in their
fovour Walsal! at once revealed that
whatever sl there might be in ‘thes

ranks, iU was of less consideration than |

gedting through the opposition at ahy

cost, hence we saw the ball mcre in the

air than on the ground ; the hcme bacis

slogged 4i frein their own penally ared
into the Town's, with the result that
torwards and backs of cither siae were
overkicked, and it was largely o duel
Consequently. in estimat-
first
ke awerded. 1o the Town
For atime they continued to try
and use the k-1l to the advanuige of
opponents
rushing hither and thither, charging un-
wildly,
chalienging I1n bolsterous fashicn, these
methods were useless; and €o it was a case
of the insjde wingers ana halves of hoth
mid-field,
eager to intercept kicks that happened
Had the teams met cn a
fiela of average dimensions with reason-

ot defenders.
ing the merits of
credii must
backs.

the players,

their forwards, but with

ceremoniously and  kicking

sides being Jumbled up- In

to fall short.

able going underfoot, the victory would
have gone to the Town
margin.

CHECAMATE

In some respects the Town were for-
tunate to win, perhaps, because ‘Walsall
had more of the play territorially, but
circumstances,
demanded,

coolness
energy

iy trying
when it was
vigour to chieckmate.
were forthceming, and
came. to Luten.

roughness,

=0 the spoils

though one could well believe that many

much cleverer sides than Luton would be

swept ofl their feet by the whirlwind
methods of theé home team.
this was Mr. Denton’s first League game :
he will go far, I think, for he showed
that he could mot be ruffled
crowd, and. declined to accept Kome ot

the quaint decisions of the linesmen.
I thought he might have been a little
Walsall

firmer in dealing with the
players, Holdey and Mays in particular.
during the first half,

crowda.
HARFORD BUSY

The Town began with a neat advance.
and Rennie had the first shot at goal
following a corner-kick he bad forced.
He was well out of his reckoning. Brown
had a try just afterwards with similar
result. Then Walsall showed their

mettle, and for some time vigorous on-

slaughts had the Town defenders harriea,
and Harford had his work cut out to
deal with thie rushes of the forwards,
Mays being very anxious to get the goal-
keeper into the back of the net. Harford
made a grana save from Barnes, and
realised that the punciht was the thing,
tor unless long shots were put in there

was no time 1o hold en to the ball.

by & bigger

Walsall had plenty of
pace and stamina, but the crder ol the
big boot did not pay en this occasion,

1 believe

by the

but he handied
the game exceedingly well: knew his own
mind, and when in o position to see ana
judge did so irrespective of the lines-
men, who may or may not have been
swayed by the * carryings-on’ of the

Kingham and Hodgson were hard-
pressed. and the efforts of the talves Lo
1eed the forwards with ground ‘passcs
were unavailing, the ball beating them
time and again. The Town hulves and
inside forwards then seemed to fall into
the idea that first-time kicking was the
best way of beating the home halves
and forwards, and they opened out the
game better without troubling John a
great deal.
ACROBATICS

After  twenty-five minutes I was
telling myself that it was simply a
matter of the Town defenders keeping
their heads anc we would win. With |
M'Nestry and Rennie hanging back, it
was not surprising that there was little
testing for John. Ounce Brown managed
to get hold and went at top speed for
goal, but Walters used his welght in a
sort of wrestling bout, and managed to
prevent the youngster getting in his
shot. Richards and Clark began to use
their welght, teo, and Clark fleored
Barnes very hcavily nfteér he himself had;

the witger. Mays began to fight ‘shy of
Richards, 100, but he was always barging
at Kingham and Hodgson. though with-
out managing to get cither of them
down. Once Mays leaped right on to
Richards® shouuders, and fell over when
referec not only penalising him, but gave
him A much-nceded lecture. The Town
played better towards. the interval. and
John had to save two or three shots,
but Harford made another great save
from Bartley just before the .chanze of

ends, Half-time:—
{ WALSALL ... s O
LUTON .......« v o

Immediately on the restart the Town
went to the attack in skilful fashion—
an sttempt _once more to play their

own game. The bucks came down to the
vicinlty of the centre-line, and Hcdgson
sent the ball wide from that ‘distance.
The crowd howled when Richards sent
Bartley fiying. but the Town centre-half
had headed the ball, and the smaller
,man's challenge had been too vigorous but
{ there was not enough weight behind it
to dislodge the Town pivot. The referee
refused to be dictated to by the crowd.
Play was generally in midfield now, for
the home forwards could not make ccn-
tact with Harford, snd the Town halves

been knocked into a sitting position by}

and inside forwards could not gauge
their passes on the small ground, so
that the ball wa.. fréquentlly out of play.
John had to 1un out and pick up the
ball on several occasions, but though his
kicks. like Harford's, carried well beyond
the half-way line, the ball was soon back
in the neighbourhood of the home
Penalty area.
BROWN'S GOAL

The one goal came from one of the
very few decent attempts il combina-
ton. It began on the right wing.
where Clark turned an assault by the
home left. The ball travelled into the
middle, and M'Nestry pushed it oui to
Heslop, who wen'. a few paces and then
lifted it into the middle ; Brown nodded
it to the left, and Bryce darted in before
Walters and promptly returned it for
BROWN to shoot before the ball touched
the ground, ano John was helpless to
save. It was a well-won goal. and the
Walsall supporters showed their
appreciaticn until the ball was brought
to the centre when they resumed meu"
vociterous  encouragement to  their |
favourites. ‘The Town players, hnwm«er.{
put a big valve on their one goal lead,
and were determined to keep it. so the
strivings wer . chiefly concentrated on
keeping the boll out of the danger zone,
rather than attempt to scorc. As the
minutes passed the crowd becauie more
excited, and the Walsall players were -
fected, too, but nothing could shake the
solidity of the Town defenders.
NARROW ESCAPES

A big clearanw. by Hodgson sent the
ball right oves theé stand, and ‘when a
new one was promptly thrown on the
field, and thrown in from touch, Rennie
hit it first time, ana sent It to keep the
other company. TIhe referee took time
off for this. For a long time there was
almost as little to write about as there
way to sev, for Walsall were flurried, and
their attacks werc breaking up almost
hetore they had begun, and the Town
were seldom endeavouring to attack in
combined fashion. Once Bryce beat two
opponents, and then drove in o storming
shot that was only inches too high. There
came two nurrow escapes of the Town
goal ; cach time th¢ bLall came across
from. Barnes, and the first time Harford's
arins ‘were not long enough to futercepr,
but the ball went wide; the second
time’ there was a hot scuffle in the Town
goal-mouth but Harford managcd 1o get
to the ball just in time and clear.
MNESTRY'S ILL-LUCK

On the other hand. a few minutes be-
fore the end, there came another bright
bit of work by thie Town forwards. This
time it was on the left-wing. and the
home defenders were quite haffled as
the ball came over to the middle:
M'Nestry rushed out of a crowd of
players antfeipating the pass, and deftly
turned the ball past Johin, but the
wiiistle went for offside. I any certain
that M'Nestry was not oilside, but that
this was  yet another of the
failures of officials to realize that
1t 1s not the position of a plaver when he




receives the ball. but when ft was last
played that should determiine. N Nestry
has suficred muny times throuch this
fault of offictals, who ¢o not grasp the
quickness ot the player.  Still, there was
nothing to woerry about when  the
whistle wenv.

THE REARGUARD

Harford kept geanl splendidly again,
and theugh he has had many games in
which he has had a great deal ancre
work. he has ncver been safer. Kingham,
who has seeemed inclined to laziness in
a tew games recently, touched his very
best *The classiest back 1 have seen
this season.” said a First Divisicn club
representative after the game. and that
sums ‘up the skill of the Harpenden
youth. He played finely, his tackling
being judicious, and his kicking clean
and sure. Hodgson was not so heavily !
worked. because it was on the home left
wing that Walsall's hopes were chiefly
centred The dapper little back was
fmperturable ws ever: his judgment
saving & lot of running about, and it
was amusing to hear the crowd urging
the home forwards not to allow the
Town skipper so many free-kicks. It was
Just @ muatter ‘of positioning, though
when the struggle was hot he wasI

usually on the spot.

HALVES

Clark and Fraser were some time in
getting accustomed to the kick-and-rush
methods, and thelr opstructive work was
not very good in the carly stages. but
 they gradually settled down, end in
the second hall Ciark roge to his very
best. He refused to allow Barnes any
rope, and the tussles between him and
the opposing ‘wing were markcd by a
good deal of knock-about business. but he
came off trumps, and found time 1o give |
passes. to his wing. Similarly with !
Fraser, except that he did not do much
charging at any tiune. Towards the end :
I thought he 'was going to hecome a
forward. but tie. chauged his mind
apparently. and strengthened the de- |
fensive lines. 1 had scen Richards at
centre-half only ounce previously. and |
that was as long agn as 1927. [ that
game he was any hing but a success, but |
at Walsall on Saturday he was just the
'man for the job largely defensive his
work was. but hig strength and courage
enabled him to stem the fierce massed
efforts 6f the heme inside forwards, and i

|
\
Chis. headwork and kicking were strong
and sure. I don't know what sort of
tesimontal Mays would give him. but 1
fancy the language would be plentifully ‘
strewn with adjectives, ‘
 FORWARDS !

The forwards could not settle down
to their normal game. There was not
much. room for M'Nestry or Rennie.
The former contrived to puzzle the home
halves and backs a good deal. and
Rennie gave many fine passes as usual,
but initiation of attack In the customary
way was almost ot of the guestion. and
they were engased for much of the game
i passing away ‘the time. by wihieh I
mean to infer that they were keeping
the ball away frcmn the opposition rather
than trying ‘¢ make goals for themsclves.
Heslop and Bryce both did well i spite
of the vigorous measures they had to
encounter. ang the former in particular
was  against a rtough customer in
Houldey. Brown was in some degrec
overweighted. bat the more I see of him
the better T lke Him. He has ideas,
and not only opens out well, but 1s quick
to dart through the gaps. The goal he
scored was ‘a snap shot. a chance selzed
promiptly, and that 1s what we want froni
@ centre-forward.
WALSALL'S BE

Walsall have a goalkeeper in John. and
the backs never stood on ceremony.
They were typl.al with the rest of the
tenm.  * Get Into 'em." was the general
exiiortation from the crowd. and it was
actcd Upon. whether needed or not.
Bradfcrd played magnificently at eentre-
half, being tireless, and very clever. T
am sure that Helliwell ‘was not missed
at all. The others were mainly stoppers
and rushers. Barnes was a fast and
elever left-winger. perhaps the best for-
ward on view in this game, and Bartley
wiis always a dangerous man Mays was a
worker who séenied to be dominated by
the idea that he had to knock sonmichbody
about. ‘and there ‘'was no wondcer that he
received admoniticn,

There were 4000 spectutors,




	Walsall away
	Walsall away2

