EIGHT GOALS FOR LUTON

THAMES SWAMPED

Fine Finishing By Fleet Forwards

{ B» Crusader )

LUTON TOWN .. ... T |
THAMES —— 0
LUTON.—Huford :  Kingham, Hodg-
son ; Clark, McGinnigle, Fraser ; Heslop.
M 'Nestry, Yardiey, Bryce, Slicer,
THAMES.—Bailey ;. ‘Donnelly. Smith ;
Warner, Spence, Igoe; F. Le May, Me-
Carthy, Perry. Phillips. Mann,

Referee.—Mr, 8. F. Rous, Hemel Hemp-
stead.

WWHEN we were at Norwich on Easter

Saturday, we were Intormed that
the THAMES players. flushed with their
recent successes. had confided to ‘the
City that they were undoubtedly going
ty “put it across” LUTON TOWN.
Confidence ‘and enthusiasm takes a teesm
a leng way along the road to success
these days, but are not the be-all and
end-all, ev2a in football, as Thames dis-
covered ‘to their dismay, at Luton,
on Satnrday. Perhaps they did not de-
serve to be ‘beaten so badly, for they
were always Jilucky and progressive, but
none would deny that the Town merited
every goal, and that generally, Thames
were much dnfertor to the victors, The
enson the Town t
victory since the war was the readiness

scored their heaviest |

with which they accepted chances, and
these came simply because the for-
werds took the guickest route to goal.
Now ‘and then there were periods when
the town showed inclination to case up,
end Thantes came near scoring.

BAILEY NOT THE BOGEY

Early exchanges did not indicate a
runawry succes., and the first eflort

worthy of applause came from Clark,
who dashed up the wing and fired at ex-
press speed. but Batley caugiit the ball
brilliantly under the bar, and that save
made us wonder if he were zolng to
prove the bogey ot the Town forwerd;
once more. Thames were persistent ; to
every rald they replied, and the extreme
wingers, cleverly plied by Phillips, were
very troublescime. Harford, indeed, had
rather more work than Balley for a time,
and becks and halves ‘were kept alert.
There 'was evenr then a guggestion in the
Town's forward work that they werc not
tnduly exerting themselves, but seven:
teen minutes after the kick-offt they
opened ‘their account. Clark paved the
waty with skilful work in  conjunction
with Heslop and M’'Nestry, and the ball
WAS SWung over to the left ; Bryce lobbed
It forward for Yardley or M'Nestry ;
there was o susplcion of offside in the
position of the former, but. wisely. he
never moved, and M'NESTLRY tripped. in
and slipped the ball past Ballev. It was
a good goal. though the visitors pro-
tested on the grounds of otside. but
M'Nestry was quite all right, and Yard-
ley never interfered with ‘the play.
CLARK AN BRYCE

A bright edory by Phillips found the
Town defenders unprepared, and Me-
Carthy seemed certein te equalise, but
Fraser had scnsed the danger. and
turned up just in time to block a hard
drive by the fnside right, This was
the sting that roused the Town, and
they swept down on the Thames goal
‘time after time. A stubborn and lusty
defence epelled them severel times,
but eventually another right wing cn-
slaught brought a stiff tussle, in which
Yardley. close ta the line, prevailed. and
passed to Bryce, the latter back-heeled
the ball and Warner deliberately hit
the ball with his hand. A penalty kick
was the only possible award. and CLARK |
crashed the ball past Balley at lightning
speed. Thames retallated, and there
was & scuftie in the Town goal-mouth,

Jbut Thames were forced back, aund when

M'Nestry gave Heslop n lovely psws the
winger made ground aud lifted the ball
over the goal arca to BRYCE. who met it
with his head, to tae discomfiture of
Batley.

BEST OF THE BATCH

From now. to the interval, Thanics had
to tight hard to prevent goals, .and
Spence anl his backs worked valiently
to stem the tide, They did not hesitate
to use thei: weight. and there were a |
lew free kicks, but nothing of serious
import in the way of personal damage,
There was only one success, however,
and that was probably the best goal of
the match from the individual aspect,
MecGinnigle lifted the ball well over the
visiting halves, and it ‘was Donnelly or
Yardley for possession. The full back
did not bargain for the stoutness of his
opponent. and was beaten. but YARD-
LEY had to 2o to the left to recover the
ball. and as he aimed Bailey ran out,
only to ser the ball pass and land in the
net. It was a very fine goal. and there
were three mor» eflforts that might
well have lucreased the score when
Frager. M'Nestry and Bryce each had
shots. but the interval found w tolly of
four :

LUTOW
THAMES

There was @
Town's play when the game M\s rest
and for a long time Thames appeared
likely 1o reduce the defielt They
worked very hard. and though Phillips
was hobbling on the extreme left, he
mangzed to swing the ball in front of
gonl very nicely on several occasions,
and Perry and McCurthy were alwiays
on ‘hand for a try. The Town made
skirmishes that caused Balley nnxnety
bur Haxford bed the mare work, even
If it ‘were mnot very exacting.

SIN e

Aftes Pory strong. iudividual effort
kad been folled by ‘the judgment of Har-
ford, Hesloy was given n run ; Donuelly
ruced across and intercepted, hut could
not beat off ‘the Light:weight, and when
the badtk slipped down. Heslop took. pes-
session and dropped the ball in front of
roal. Yardoy might have reached it
but merely feinted to draw off Smith. let
the ‘Bull go. and SLICER had an easy
goal. The Town surzed round Bailey
roal, which had arrrow eseapes.  Bailey
saved brillicily  fram M Nestr aud
then Bryve who had changed pluees iy
Slieer owing to wjury, swing the ball
I front of goal, dind there wias o serles
oL escapes betore Heslop rushed any and
liited the bal! wsakwst the bar ; YARD-
LEY was on hand und promptiy netted. |
Just afterwards Yordley got the ball into
the net agatn. but bad used His olbhow
to knock the ball out of Bailey's hunds
and the referee saw him. |

WINGER® AT WORK
Warm applause Wwas  acéorded  the
dinvinutive e May 1o his  sterline




cfiorts. but nelther Fraser nor Hodgson
serlously challenged the little fellow.
From ‘his eentre Perry headed against
the bar, nod Harford had to be spry ml

deal with other efforts. .Clark ‘tried a
solo effert. but was heavily brought
down. and the free kick was well placed.
Yardley spoilin., by getting offside. The
Town came agzin, and with the Thames |
defence quiz: uneble to check thepy, it!
was nol surprising that further go:\ls{
came, Bryce gave Slicer a pass which !
was taken on the run. and the winger.
though he :ent the ball far forward
caught 1t almest on the ling. and &
characteris’ = centre found M'NESTRY
so well placed that the seventh geal!
wis easy.  After Fraser had gone close !
with a magaiticent shot, Slicer, keeping :
the ball almost glued to his toe, went |
through and then swung acriss posl for
HESLOP to wip in and score the las_
THE "TOWN |
Apart from on ecenstonal tendency to
take things teo casily, the Town played
well'ts a man. Harferd had a fow tests,
Bbut not many of & serious nature. King-
ham and ‘Hodgson again playcd splen-
aldly, bui. in the main. their weok was
casy. because the halves were on Lop‘
Clark had a field cay. and there can be
no doubt tact he has setiled down on
the Aank. und on present form has no.
superjor thery McGinnigle did mw‘
work in the fire. half. but.seemcd o tire
after the chal of icads for a time, only ‘
to recover and put in more good wrik
before the end. Fraser played delight-
ful football, as usual, and all the line
Ted their forwards with nice passes, tnd
opened out well. The play of the for-
wards succeeded €0 ‘thoroughly hecause
they adopted the right metheds. They
made full use of the wingers, and Heslep
and Sliee: enjoved the worlk:. both
showed great speed and centred pccu-
rately, and Yardley was always on the
spot when itherc wis a chince. He
troubled the backs. and never gave an
opponent 3 moment's peace.  IM'Nestry
was. less successful ihan usur) becdise
he ‘tried to do tco much. and vet his
passes to Heslop suggested that he was
isating for the ak of Rennic,
The latter was not inissed us much as was
expected, for Bryce showed the right
spirit in finding the best positioaed col-
league with ‘his passes. 1d lime after
time varied play by scnding well ver
to the right. The experiment was & sic-

;

cess.
THAMES

For Trames, Harry Balley could not
be blamed at all ; apart from the penaity
kick every goal came from inside the
gor! area, and he was helpless 1o save.
Donnelly and Smith. kicked well and
tackled strongly for a time, but thev
and the halves alike were generally out-
‘baced. Perry was a really fine leader,
‘and Le May u clever winger, though very
gently treated by his opponents.

The attendance way 6028, and re-
ceipts £320 15s.
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