ODD GOAL TO ORIENT
LUTON’S RALLY CAME TOO LATE
Mistaken Melhods

{ By Crusader)

CLAPTON ORIENT .
LUTON TOWN ...

CLAPTON.—Wood; Broadbent, Evans
Lawrence. Edmonds, Dudlev: .Jack
Fowler, Tricker, Milis, Fletcher.

LUTON —Harford; Kingham, Hodg
son; Clark, McGinnigle, Fraser; Heslop
M'Nestry, Yardley, Slicer, Bryce,

Referce, Mr. E. E. 8mall, Bristol.

‘When 1 saw Mr. Ernest Small arrivi
in & téxiscab at the Lea Bridge-roac
ground on Saturday -afternoon, 1 wal
well satisfied that on the score of con
trol ‘therc would not be much ‘to ‘cavi
about at the end. Some of the Towr
players: felt otherwise when they hac
beeiy beaten, but bevond an -occasior
when Fowler handled the ball to wet il
awey from a scrimmage in the Orlent
al region, I saw no incident ‘that was
the discredit of the little referee. Or
that occasion he was not to blame. fo
Fowler is mnot transparent. ‘end the
referee was close in the Town goal. ang
the cflence took blace quite out of hit
vision. 1he match wes not lost through
any offictal fault, and ft certainly
should have been won in the closing
stages. The long and the short of the
story was that thée Town were too lon¢
in settling down; there was a lack ol
determination, espcclally dn the middle
line, ‘and a went of care and vigilance;
f ‘the most Wing thing
of &ll, fatlure i) grasp the ceadness of
the ground,

WRONG TACTICS

There had been miany loads ‘of sani
on the ground during the seagon. ant
the ball sogged as coon as it dropped
and long before the énd its welght wat
such a8 to knock out plarers -whi
attempted to head. The Orient nevel
waited to get. the ball under contro
proverly, but shaply *‘socked ™ it for al
they were worth in the oneninz half
The Town. tried to play the scientific
game, and had there been 'a longel
period to play they must have won. for
they finished: much the fitter, and wei
going great guns 2t the cease fire signal
The Orient's fierce and energetic -play
in the first half hour won the match
though they had a gift in the first goal
There was little to admire in thell
cefensive work exceot pluck ang
courage, but the forwards were quick
when ther got on the move, and theh
rushes gave MNttle peace to the Towr
rearguard,




TRICKER TOUCHES

Immediately after the start we hac
o sample of the Orient's intentions. fo
a spcedy skirmish on the right founc
Jack’s nipriness almost teo much fe
Hodgsen, and Harford was a trifle Juck:
to get the bull away twice within n Tey
‘seconds. The first coal was the resul
of a very had blunder bv Kingham. i/
loag and harmless looking kick wen
un the field, and the Town full-bacl
could have cleared very easily., for hu
had a very big space in which to worl
and. no opponent within manv yards
he seemed to have lost his bearings (o
the moment. and called to Harford
cover the ball, but It was a long wai
to the right hand of Herford, and the
latter had no chance of weting near it
Fletcher summed up the situation anc
vashed through in a trice. and wher
challenged by Kingham he deftly tnppec
the ball to TRICKER, who promptly
shot .hard and true into the net aw:y
from the goalkeencr. With the Towr
striving to  recovel whistle war
necessary. and: Lawrence wus pulled uy
three times ‘for petty fouls. From o
Of theve Clar% drove in verv hard, and
Brondbent headsd awav just in time.

—TWICE

When a ‘rather aimless. attack ‘had
been repeiled thexe was another quick
rusa pyv the Orient, and TRICKER re-
ceived and beat MceGinnigle and King:
ham by peat fewting and then shot
Eard, the ball Leiny slightly ceflected by
Kingham's foot. to ge right awav from
Harford and wput ‘the Orient two ahead;
and the crowd on ver: good terms: How-
ever, the Town began to open out &
bit, and once more the Orient left-half
resorted to a foul to ston the Town right
wing. Clark planted the kick well in
the goal miouth, and Yardley intervened
and brought the ball down to the feet
of SLICER. wha shot a lovely gozl. The
ball travelled rapidly from end to end,
with the Orien. the more dangerous,
though the Town were still trring to
play carpet football. Harford made =&
wonderful save from Fowler, and at the
other end, Fraser's fine work deserved
a goal, but the Orlent plunged into the
struggle «t close cuarters. and eventu-
ally’ the ball was ot awav by Fowler
fallifig into the scrum and using his
hands.

AND FOWLER

Fletcher was again responsible for the
Orient’s further success. He made a
qulek sprint that drew the defence, and
then sent the: ball fight across to
Fowler, who drove home a magnificent
shot. To the chatige of ends the Orient
persisted ‘in ‘their open work, and the
forwards rushed the defence at every
opportunity, and play was inclinied to be
lively, ‘so. that thie referce had nced to
keep a ﬂrm grin: and. he did i1,

TOWN




With the breeze: in their favour. it
was expected that the Orient would go
even better, but thourh ther held their
own for n ‘time, ther could not raise
t0 much vim as in the first half. Their
attacks usually came through Tricker
and the extreme wingers keeninz well
down. the firld. and long passes, in which
Fletcher especially was prominent, gave
the Town defence most trouble. Several
times thcr came near scoring, and all
of them shot well, but there was a
different Town. to face riow. More life
as put into the work. and. the wingers
ver: used altogether better than in the
first period. Still, there were mnot =
great number of incidénts that called
for mention, and there was lack of
punch in the Town altack in front of
goal that ‘enabled ‘the Orfent's daunt-
less cefenders to ret the ball awar, and
Wood was not often extended.

TOWN REVIVAL

In the last quarter of an hour, how-
ever, it was clear thit the Orient had
about shot their boll. and the Town
attacked ‘almost incessaritlv. At this
ttage they hiad adopted tacties that were
wore likely to pay, and the ball wss
belng passed to the ‘wings mich better.
Slicer. who had gone to the extreme,
was ‘the most effective in the line. and
gol wmcross: nice centres.. but the Orient
backs and ‘halves packéd well. Clark
made one or two efforts on his own,
but. Wood was not troubled. Then Clark
made ground into the middle, and. at
the richt momeént, sent toMcNestry, who
retained rossession as Heslop: ran inside.
M'Nestry dribbled at great speed and
was cutting into goal and about to tap
the ba!ll in front, when Dudley tripped
him. ‘Though M'Nestry kent his feet.
the offence wes so' palpable that before
the ball had left M'Nestry's foot the
whistle had gone for a penalty kick, and
CLARK gave Wood no chance with a
vowerful drive:

TOO LATE

The last seven or eight minutes were
the mosi ‘exciting of the match. The
Town, recognising that they had a good
chance, .came through in great style,
and twice the Orient coal seemed bound
to fall; but the ball was got away in a
fashion that xmone could explain. Then
came the best chance of the match, for
Slicer drew the defence, and with Wood
right out of ‘the way, there was a blank
gonl to shoot into; M'Nestry took the
ball first time and. tried to guide the
ball into the net with the side of his
foot, but it rose over the bar. There
was no further chance llke that. and
the game ended with the Orient win-
ning, as a result of their first half
iatmngth.

‘ TOWN PLAYERS
_Hartford was mot to blame in the
slightest cegree. He 'made fine saves,
too, «nd Hodeson plaved grandly
‘throughout, Kinehem did verv well,
save for that error in the opening stages.
‘and the ‘pair kicked and tackled stoutly
agsinst rugeed attackers. Fraser was
guite the best of the middle men. He
€id grand work :at ail times, and was a
big factor in the 'second half revival
Clrk ‘was not £o goocd as in  recent
games, and secmed disposed to keep the
ball tao close. 'McGinnigle puzzles me
wore than any other plaver Liiton have
had since the war At his best he Is
splandid, ang ‘at his, worst he scems
unahle to ¢o little rifht. This was one
ef his bad da and be: could nol hold
the Orient’s cashing inside forwarcs,
Slicer wes. not ‘doing at all badlv at
inside-left. but infinitcli better on the
extrem2. No plaver can middle a ball
better. Heslop did well when he got
the chance, but his cvportunities were
very ‘few. Yardley ‘tried to but some
virility into the line. but was well
watched in front of goal and had few
shots. M'Nestry could not master the
ground conditions, and Bryce did well
in patches, but is not 'an Inside forward.

For the Orient, Broadbent was the
better back; Lawrence was the best half,
though disposed to rough it without
provocation of any sort; Fletcher and
Fowler plaved well . an assertive for-
ward line,

There were 5,000 spectators.
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