LUTON DISAPPOINT

ST A TR e

DEFEATED BY THE NIPPY MEN
FROM SOUTHEND

Missed Opportunities

( By Crusader)

LUTON TOWN matie a sad mess of their
first Saturday home game, The sup-
porters declined to allow the weather to
mar their afternoon's sport, but what
the elements could not do was achieved
by the poor exhibition of the home side
and the crowd, which had expected so
much, went home sadly disappointed.
*
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Naturally, there was a lot of mincd
searching, and the officials must havc

been as busy as the rest of us in tha.
respect—perhaps a good deal more so. It
was Obvious that they would have 1o
re-consider the constitution of the team
for yesterday’s game at Gillingham. The
forwards, from whom S0 much had been
€Xpected, because of the inclusion QL
reputable goal-scorers, completely failed
*

*x

A lot -of criticism has hean - -lie
against the half-back line, but, while a
measure was merited, I think the big
deficiency was in attack, Every failure of
the forwards to combine after they had
been put in possession meant that the
middle line had to work so much harder,
A little thought shows the reasonable-
ness of this argument. Take (he magni-
ficent work of Fred Kean; had half his
splendid efforts meu witl
they deserved, the Town
won quite comfortably.
. * * % -

But they lost, and it is useless to cry
over spilt milk ; the best thing is to try
the cow again. We have the consolation
of knowing that results in League games
all over the country were topsy-turvy
from the form point of view. As I men-
tioned last week, it is better that we
should get the worst over now, and there
can be little doubt that the form of the
team is not comparable with what we
know they are capable, as instanced in
the last three months of last season.
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Lots of supporters applauded the selec-
tion of the forward line, but there is
always a danger of sacrificing combina-
tion to possible marksmanship when
there are so many centre-forwards in a
team. Had the shooting been fairly good,
the game would have been won; it
would have been entertainment enough
for the supporters if the very simple
chances that were' created somehow haad
beenl taken ; there would not Ahave been
much criticism of the means if the effect
had been achievea.

* *

While Southend played much more
effective football, they did not get any-
thing like the easy chances tn_at fell to
the Town, and, though they-might have
gone away with a feeling that they haa
peen very unfortunate to lose, it is h_ard
to imagine that they would have failed
with such gifts as were presented to the
Town inside-forwards. Loasby missed
three golden chances, all from close
quarters, when only a tap was required
to score, and Rennie missed a couple,
Southend had nothing like them, except
on one occasion—the first goal.

*

The question arigs-as as to whether ,,it‘
Wwould be better to return to the con-
stitution of the forward line as it was at
the beginning of the year. That is 1&.
matter for the management, but it is
worth bearing in mind, the only change
that would be necessary being the pre-
sence of Kean, and, if ever there was a
new player to whom the crowd toc;k Iz;.
fancy, it was the old international . Z
any player could have won the game t?x
his own hat” it would hayve heen. the

right-half.
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Town could not Wit’.hstand1 tix; st;ggggg
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?1? %Iﬁe first quarter of an hour wetre wsle;l
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ficent save at full leng L
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Even while the crow e
i ever, the ball was slipp
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1 polnt,
gecond was @ delightfu t
foEEvixich Jones desevved as n;uc;;xi ggzcliéb
r. Taking a pass in 5
?15 gﬂ?isgoﬁs usual practice of paesing to
lf wing, and sent the ball accurately
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goal, with the Town defence as open as a
public park. The goals were object lessons
in taking chances, but the Town could
not profit by themu,
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They certainly improved a great deal,
putting more speed into their work, and,
though there was still an absence of
combination, they made things hum for
the Southend defence. They should have
scored twice before actual success came,
for Rennie and Loasby failed badly,
Rennie made amends somewhat when
he got home a fine shot five minutes
before the interval. For a few minutes it
appeared as though the Town would
level up, so strongly did they attack,‘
and the ball was constantly in the Uni-
ted goal-mouth, but it could not be
forced home, and, at the retirement, the
visitors were in the lead.

»
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There was a lot of scrappy play for a
while after resuming, and the United
lost a lot of their snap and sparkle, but
they increased thelr lead by a further
instance of opportunism. Hodgson con-
ceded a corner, and the kick was nicely
blaced. None of the Town players had
cuvered, and little Donovan
dashed in from the left and, leaping high
above the others, nodded the ball down-
wards, and it flew right away from
Imrie’s outstretched hands and travelled
nto the net.
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The United often threatened after
this,  and, though they never again
touched their first halt brilllance, chey
were always dangerous when on the
move. The chances, however, came to the
Town, and it was exasperating to the
crowd to see the splendid work of Kean
rendered vold by the weakness of the
inside-forwards. Loasby twice and Eennie
failed in the most extraordinary fashion
only a yard or two rrom goal. Kean,
time after time, planted the ball :n the
goal-mouth, and it was positively amaz-
ing that such gilt-edged chances should
be missed.

* ¥ * :

Imrie and Kingham played splendidly
in the Town rearguard, but Tom Hodg-
son has not yet shown his best. It was
unfertunate that Fraser could not play,
for though his substitute, Jones, was a
great worker, he was proune to wander
from position, and this was one of the
reasons his namesake on the other side
did so much as he liked. Still, Jones is a
very useful player, and everybody would
give him credit for whole-heartedness.
Gale is not yet himself, but will come
along all right. Kean was the best player
on view, and his positional play, both as
a defender and an attacker, were as near
ideal as one could expect.

Kok

The forwards were mainly  responsible
for the defeat. Had they taken their
chances the points would have been
held all right. Their general work did
not deserve goals, perhaps, but the
chances came to them from the rear, and
the marksmanship was wretched.
M’'Nestry made one or two good efforts
with the aid of Kean, but Loasby was
lost completely, and showed no idea of
filling an inside wing position. I doubt
if he liked the job at all, and would
have been glad to see him exchange
places with Tait. Rennie was poor in
front of goal, and there was not much
combination with Bryce, while Tait was
energetic, . but required a lot of room,
and he could not get in a shot.

* %

*

Altogether, it was a game we would
like to forget, but we can only do that
if the team wipes out the memory by
rising to the standard they showed last
season, That Is what we want. Satur-
day’s defeat meant a loss of two points,
for the corresponding match was won
{ last season. This is written before the
game at Gillingham, but there is another
hard match on Saturday at Craven Cot-
tage, and the outlook is not very pleasant
unless there is a great improvement.

* * *

SOQUTHEND UTD, .......... 3
LUTON LW S0l v vis o sieisis w001
LUTON TOWN.—Imrie; Kingham,

Hodgson; Kean, Gale, Jones; M'Nestry,
Loashy, Tait, Rennie, Bryce.
SOUTHEND UNITED.—Moore; French,
Robinsgon; Dixon, Wilson, Donovan;
Barnett, Jones, Baron, Pike, Crompton.
Referee, Mr. J. F. Farmer, Chatham.




