AS GOOD AS THE BEST

LUTON HAVE AS SOUND A CHANCE
AT BRENTFORD ‘

(By Crusader)

yTON TOWN went down to the earlyof the game;

4 fayourites for Promotion — BRENT-
FORD, but went down fighting, and were
"“‘cdmwly unfortunate. It was every-
where agreed that they should have had
at least & division of points, but there
was Dot & Lutonian present who did not
fecl that the team had been very much
jll-used py PFortune, and that the game
ghould have been won by them before
the change ol ends.

T wWaS & capital struggle, znd the shot
l that decided the issue was a venture-
gome  eflort, and one of which the
marksman could only have had very blg

¢s. Robson had tried several similar
ots, but gmost of them were too high.
No other Brentford forward had been so
enterprising, simply because he had not

pad the chance, but Robson was never
joth to have & shot, and this one was
suficlent to give his side the victory.

Tm: Town's first half display was an
eye-opener for the crowd of 18,000,
and there was about as much enthusiasm
among the two hundred Luton followers
at Griffin Park as there 1s among seven
or eight thousand &t Luton games,
perhaps that was because they played so
much better than had been expected
against A side ‘of the proved calibre of
prentford. To meet a team that has
won five consecutive games and run
them to & goal on their own pitch is an
achieverment, but Luton deserved success.

l,'LRBT half football was sometimes

prilliant, always full of incident and
interesting to all. Brentford's followers
were very excited as their goal under-
went escapes, and it was evident that they
Jett the ground with greater vespect than
ever for Luton. Save for a few incldents
in the second half there was not much
to quibble about in the way of rough
play, although -~ the game became de-
cidedly vigorous after about an hour, All
the rough stuff was not on Luton's side,
although the referee seemed particularly
keen on Whistling up the Town players.

T\vo or three times in the first half he
pulled up Fraser for quite clean
tackles, and as he is new to the job so
far as League games are concerned one
can hope that he will not allow the
crowd to sway him, as seemed occasion-
ally to be the case In this match. He
was very good on technicel points, and
ghould do well when he has had a little
more experience. In any case he did not
want to see rough play, and put it down.
BAKER‘S luck was the general com-

ment at half-time, for the Brentford
goalkeeper had made a lot of saves, some
of them without knowing anything
about 1t except that he had got in the
way of shots from close quarters, or
that he had happened to be there when
the ball came in. With all that he cer-
tainly saved his side from defeat, It
must be sald that once Harford had a
really big stroke of luck when the ball
struck him, but he was not so fortunate
as Baker—not by streets, He got & blaclk
eye and a swollen mouth.

ANY fear that the Town defence would
let the side down soon vanished, for
Mackey improved a great deal on his
previous games at left back ; was much
quicker to get in for a tackle, and lost |
no time in getting the ball out of'
danger, In’ the second half he showed
that he could also be master of mid-
fleld, for two or three times he rushed
well up the fleld, with opponents falling
back, and sent the ball well up to his
forwards.

''HE Town halves were the mainstay of
the team, however, for they played
splendid football throughout, and were
not only very fine in defence, but almost
85 good as a forward line when they went
up. It was in the latter department
that the Town failed. ~ There was too
much of the old fault of hanging back ;
time after time they outmanceuvred the
Brentford defenders, and then, instead
of all golng forward, there would be Tait
struggling -alone agalpst & pack  of |
defenders, ° e |

HAT will give some idea of the Town's
superiority on the general run of the |
play, for they had more shots at goal,
and especlally from close range. Brent-
ford's defence was as solid as the Town's,
and with Bain playing a game similar
t McGlonigla we saw two very g
pivots holding up the middle of the
attacks in clever  style, for McGinnigle
?nlxl:, Holliday even better than Bain held

THE latter did get through at times;
very often, in fact, and twice had
tough luck in not beating the home goal-
keeper, whereas Holliday was rarely able
to elude the vigiiance of McGinnigle.
Even allowing for the inexperience of
Mackey as a full back, the Town's defen-
sive departments were solid, and little
fault could be found with any of them,
Harford and Kingham each doing well,
and Fraser and Kean supporting
a ficent

and
middle line.

AS I bave remarked, it was just the
need for a little more fire at close
Quarters from the inside wing men, who
Were good enough in the cpen, to change
JeIy completely the result. The extreme
Ro g men did not do so badly, although
inwe requires to put a little more speed
B!O his work, and to position better.
utchison and Rennle were good enough
bmserve the other three forwards well,
"uwere needed more in the penalty
mtlwhen the attack was likely to bear

goal that won came twelve

»h inutes before the change of ends,
€n ROBSON met with a grand first-
A h:hnt the ball as it came out from
2d of McGinnigle. The scorer Was

n‘“l‘"“ edge of the penalty area, and
Vo hesitated for a fraction of &
m‘m‘: , but simply let fly with all his
e t, and had the satisfaction of see-
emﬂm ball whizz past Harford and
T the net after touching the upright
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