TAIT'S BRACE

LUTON TOWN'S

RECOVERY AT

ALDERSHOT

Brighter Forwards
( By Crusader)
F 2 game with such speed and virility that

ALDERSHOT TOWN .,

LUTON TOWN o 2
ALDERSHOT. — Robb: Wade, Mc-
Dougall ; Armory, Middleton, Lawson

Proud, Lane. Gamble, White. Pishlock.
LUTON. — Imrie ; Kingham, Macke
Kean, McGinnigle, Praser;
Nelson, Tait. Rennie, Rowe.
Referee.—Mr. F. 8mith, Walsall.
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SHOCK tactics in lh:. opening were

responsible for Luton Town failing
to gather their first brace of points on
opponents’ ground at Aldershot on
Baturday. It was a fine achlevement to
share points after such a poor start, but
unquestionably the Town should have
won. They bad the better of the ex-
changes after the first twenty minutes,
and in the second f they were far
the superior side, and but for good goal-
keeping by Robb they would have won.
I don't know whether It was the journey
by motor-coach that deprived them of
initial energy, but I hardly think so, for
it was not a long trip, and they arrived
in good time. The little party from
Luton soon made themselves heard, and
no wonder, for Aldershot went into the

they threatened to sweep the Town off
their fcet. Nevertheless, the two goals
should have been prevented, and it was
because Imrie suffered from the general
complaint of inertia in the early stages
that the goals were scored. 8till, the
goalkeeper must not have all the blame 3
&: E:l-nr; was !hl:t the defenders were
enou, cl
o ahar gh to check the shock
* ¥ *

ONCE the team got warmed up, how-

ever, they were cleverer than Alder-
shot, and though for a long time they
were d| to hang on the ball and
do pretty-pretty stuff, when they began
to open out the game and keep the
ball moving from wing to wing they
were a great deal better than thelr
hosts. I notice in one report that
Luton were “ too frequently pulled up
for fouling.” This_ is Incorrect — very
much so. The greater number of free
kicks were given against Aldershot, and
there should have been a penalty kick
glven agalnst Wade for an attack on
Tait : indeed, the palr nearly resorted to
fisticuffs as a result of Wade rushing at

Tait and roughly pushing him during
& scuffle in the goal-mouth. The referee
consulted a linesman, but that worthy
gave so little to the Town in any way,
and made some awful blunders, as a
consequence of which the referee was
led into error, and no penalty kick was
awarded, neither was a goal later, when
Robb seemed to hook the ball out when
it had passed under the bar, The
Pates were not kind to the Town at all,
but the way they could be masters of
their fate would be to start with a little
more vim, and to make better use of
their scoring chances.
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BY the manner in which the Town

got going from the kick-off, we
thought they would take an early lead,
and Fred Kean made a dribble half the
length of the field to win applause, but
his shot was inaccurate. The home left
wing showed the right way to goal
immediately, and then the ball was
swung to the right, and McGinnigle got
his head in front of a centre from
Proud, and the ball went for & corner
kick. Proud placed this well, and Imrie
should have got it away, but he did not,
and FISHLOCK ed in and scored
with a great header, to the delight of
about 4,000 spectators. The Town had
a turn, but were checked, and then
there was a quick dart up the middle by
the home forwards, and Lane cunningly
lifted the ball forward; there was a
shout of “offside " against Gamble, but
he played to the whistle; Imrie came
out of goal. but only half-heartedly, and
GAMBLE lifted the ball almost out of
his hands, and it dropped just under
The crowd went almost wild,
and shouted for more, but the Town
began to see the serious side of things,
and the ball was moved about a bit,
the right wing being very aggressive,
but Nelson wanted to do a little too
much. However, from oné movement,
Rennie had an opening, but he kicked
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the ground as he tried a shot, and th
ball only trickled into Robb's waltin
hands.
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OWEVER, tteu Fas huch promise |
the way the ball was swung abou
and Rennle suddenly whopped a low pas
up the middle to TAIT; he beat Wad
) | and ran a few yards, and then—than
» | goodness he did not try to walk the bal
. | into the net—he shot from about ten o
{ | a dozen yards range, and although Rob!
» | made a gallant effort; and managed t
f | touch the ball, the pace was too hot, an
a fine goal it was. Both sides now be
gan to swing the ball from wing to wing
and there was much merit in the wa
\ | Roberts got the ball and across, and onc
» | Talt all but beat Robb, who wa
applauded for a full-length save. Pla
» | was fast and vigorous, and the refere
| had to speak to players of either side
| having quite a lengthy lecture foe Lan
| | and Rennje. The goalkeepers had abou
y | equality of work, though while the Tow:
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did rather the more attacking as th
Interval approached, there was rea
menace in the attacks of Aldershot, be
cause of the wiles of Lane and th
ferocity of Gamble. Once he nearl
| | crashed Imrie against the upright as th
' | goalkeeper was punching the ball, bu
| | the raferee gave no frec kick. Robb wa
|
,
,
»

lucky to save his goal two or three times
one header by Nelson being touched onlj
Just enough to divert the ball on to the
post, whence it ran behind. Considering
the holding state of the ground, the pace
| was good, and the football interesting
| but the Town should have been on leve
| terms before crossing over, as they were
attacking fiercely before the breather.
ALDERSHOT . 3

LUTON

THE Town -poedlry gained the uppe:
hand in the second half, and were
persistently aggressive. The home backs
and goalkeeper were kept busily engaged,
and with the ball being swung about
from wing to wing, and more shooting
than usual being attempted, the pros-
pects of an equaliser were bright. The
Town halves were playing well up to the
attack, and seldom did the home for-
wazds get a run, while McGinnigle now
had Gamble fairly well tied up. A series
of corners came, and once Wade was
loudly cheered for falling back and head-
ing out when a goal was certain but for
his sagacity, as Robb was right out of
position. Nelson was prominent, and
from a pass by McGinnigle he gave
Roberts a splendid pass, and the winger,
responding to the cries of the Lutonians
to centre first time, got the ball across
just right for TAIT to leap above both
Wade and McDougall, and with a glorious
header send the ball right away from
Robb into the top corner of the net.
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ALMOST Imni:dlaiely we had visions of

the lead, for the right wing again
had the opposition guessing, and when
Roberts lifted the ball across Tait headed
it on to inside left; Rennle came rush-
ing up for what appeared to be one of
his expresses, but just as he let drive the
ball rose off a bump and struck his knee,
and then rebounded from Robb as the
goalkeeper dashed out. This was a near
thing, and the Town redoubled their
efforts, and Aldershot concentrated on
defence, White and Lane both falling
back to give the defenders ald, From a
splendid shot by Roberts, the ball was
brilllantly seized under the bar just in
time by Robb, and as Tait tried to kick
the ball out of his hands Wade rushed at
him and committed the offence referred
to above. The referee consulted a Jines-
man and then gave a corner kick. Now
and then Proud and Gamble made a raid,
but seldom gave Imrie anything difficult
to deal with, and the Town, by open
methods, had the home defence on ten-
terhooks.
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I)URING one assault the ball was well
centred by Roberts, and Tait let it
£O to the left, and Rennle came full tilt
to shoot with all his power, and the ball
wrecked Wade, who got in the way of a
scoring shot. The back collapsed, and
had to be carried off. Aldershot defended
desperately, and Robb made many good
saves, and both Roberts and Rowe
centred finely during this half. Once
White and Gamble got away, and the in-
slde left had a shot, but the ball
travelled over the bar. At the other end
Rowe tore through and sent In a shot
which appeared to be well under the bar,
but Robb got a hand to it, and scraped
it over, an appeal for a goal being dis-
allowed- -the linesman again having the
decision. Robb took the ball off Roberts'
toe when close in, and then Nelson
uribbled forty yards and would have
'scored had he shot from seven or eight
yards, but he tried to go another yard or |
two and was brought down in a heap
with two defenders on ton of him, and
the ball was rushed away. Robb again
saved finely from Roberts, and then.
ith Wade back again the home team
tried Lo snatin « victory. Proud and
Gamble were the agents, and they went
through cleverly, but Imrie saved finely
at the foot of the upright, and Kingham
and Mackey also cleared well. The Town
had returned to the attack when the

Whistie brought the game to an end,
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'l‘HOUC.H there was some rough stuff

Nnow und then, it was not
unpleasant game. Lawson will p:x:!
;)nhl\'l recelve a letter from the FA,
or hls name was taken. and after “hat

Incident the crowd wanted the official
to takc cvery player's name, It wus
the first ume I had seen Mr. Smith in
action, and he would have done better
had he been rathr more firm and less
dramatic S, In several decisions that
were wrong he was misled by his lines-
men. notably a caso In the second half,
When Nelson was  given  offside when
there vas a back quite ten yards in
front of him. The blame for the Alder-
shot goals must not rest wholly with
Imrie.  The team generally did not
*irike off as quickly as they hhouldl

ONRe. BDut he conld hoave aosnsd




the second goal. Still, me made sonie
fine saves, and both his backs played
well after the first five minutes.
Kingham showed a lot of improvement,
and his kicking and tackling were
fine, while Mack:' played a splendid
game. In onc match he shapes as if
he did not know what a full-back was
meant to do, and then in the nex‘
game he plays as though he had never
known any otner position, He wis In
capital form in this game, and he hrd
to mcet the stronger wing.
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THE halves showed up much betfer
than the Aldershot middie line,
especlally in support of their forwirde.
The home halves usually booted the
ball hard for their forwards to chase
it, but the Town trio passed well, and
followed up  strongly. McGinnigle
seems to have struck his very bes’
form, and Kean was great. Fraser was
not so consistently prominent @s usual,
but he did brilliant things, and no man
could excel him in the art of feeding.
The forwards seem to be getting back
to something of the quality thev
showed last season, and though they
still showed inclination to dribble too
much at times, Nelson belng the chict
sinner, they gradually realised the
wisdom of open play, and by swinging
the ball from wing to wing, and taking
up position for the return pass they
accomplished so much more work. unt
were infinitely more dangerous. RES
played his best game since his injur

und it is to be hoped that he will ¢
tinue to take his shooting chances. ,' ?
-
1

led the line well, and Rennje :
played with more of his old craft th.
usual. He had hard luck with !
shooting. Nelson is a grafter and !
control was fine, but he should uc
overdo the dribbling. I like him fo*
his courage as well ag his skill. and
Roberts could not complain about ti°
passes he received, but a sharp she
to the left Instead of @& headions
dribble would enrich Nelson's virtuc.
Rowe did very much better thaa It
recent games, while Roberts quit
justificd his inclusion. Now and thc.t
he required a reminder that ft woull
be better to centre quickly, and the:®
was no forward who got the ball int”
the goal area to better advantage.
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]‘OBB kept goal finely for the hon
team, and he had two useful back
in Wade and McDougall. I Mked the
latter the better because even in tho
most hectic moments he did not 1087
his head, but played a clean and res
llable game. Armory was the best 0
the halves, and is a very skilful youn'
player. while of the forwards, L&!¢
showed that he has lost none of hi
cunning. Gamble was an assertitc
leader, and Proud was speedy <7d
centred well.
There were 4,500 spectators
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