BOURNEMOUTH LAUGH LAST

STRIKING REVERSAL OF FORM AT
LUTON

Feeble Forwards

BOURNEMOUTH
LUTON TOWN
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LUTON.—Imrie; Kingham, Mackey ;
Kean, McGinnigle Fraser ; Mills, Nelson,
Alderson. Rennie, Roberts.

BOURNEMOUTH. — Gold; Proctor,

Whitehouse ; Miller, Coxford, Moralee ;
8. M. Beswick, White, McGowan, Russcll.
MacPhail
Referee —Mr. F. Ratcliff, Crouch End.
EVERSAL of form is not unexpected
at holiday time, when teams are
called upon to play several matches in
a few days, but Luton had so thoroughlv
merited their victory at Bournemouth on
Monday that it was never imagined by
any of those who saw the game at Dean
Court that there would be the slightest
probability of Luton forfeiting the
points. Incidentally it was the Town's
first defeat at home, and credit must be
given to the victors for their gallant
fight. On their first half display they
deserved o substantial lead at the
change of ends, just as had Luton the
day before, but it was their defence
that eventually sustained the trouble,
and right manfully resisted the desper-
ate efforts of the Town to snatch the
points. Had the Town forwards played
anything like they did at Dean Court
they would have won, but they seemed
to lack speed and initiative, and to play
into the hands of opponents who got
rid of the bail to advantage when they
were hard pressed, and showed bright
ideas in attack.

Gold but the ball struck the bar. and
LDERSO| ashed in and headed into
the net Gold falling heavily and hurt-
ing himself in the cndeavour to save.
The Town showed a little better form
after this, and forced a couple of
corners, but they soon had to give way,
and the Bournemouth right wing made
the pace for McGowan to send in a hot
drive which Imrie saved at the expense
of a corner. —_—
lACKEY again came to the rescue
with powerful work when the visi-
tors threatened. and then came the
Town's best movement to date. Mills
and Nelson opened up, but were re-
pulsed. and then McGinnigle and
Fraser got the left wing in action, and
Rennie gave Roberts a nice pass. The
winger centred well. and Alderson
headed goalwards, the ball striking
Proctor's arm and bheing deflected. A
loud appeal for a penalty kick was
negatived. Bournemouth again struck
back, and Imric made a thrilling save
from Russcll. The visiting right wing
against got through, and Beswick
centred nicely. McGowan was hemmed
in, but managed to touch the bail
back, and WHITE ecqualised with a
glorious shot which had Imrie beaten
all the way. Bournemouth continued to
have the better of the exchanges, and it
was amazing to see the Town players
robbed time after time through hesi-
tation or selfishness. Kean and Fraser
tried to inspire the front line, but they
could not find the idea to beat the
visitors' Imrie saved from

TKE game opened with h
attacking hotly. and Imrie had to
save a quick shot by White, who, with
McGowan. forced a way between the
backs. Then Imrie saved. but slipped
down, and Mackey was on the spot to
deliver tho Town tod when it seemed
all. 8o brightly did the

visitors Mtlc& that the Town goal was
constantly in jeopardy, and Kean had to
fall back and get rid of a centre from
mek. The Town were all at sixes

MacPhall and Russell, and then Muis
made a good attempt, Gold fisting over
the bar. Alderson skimmed the crass-
bar with a great drive, and during fur-
ther pressure again appeared to
handle, but the referee refused the loud
clnlm for a penalty kick. lnlerv-l-—-

BOURN!MOUTH had to pack their
the game Was re-

d sevens, and in spite of the
ol the crowd, they could not get a foot-
ing in the Bournemouth territory.
Mackev again came to the rescue after
good work by MacPhall, and a free kick
for dengerous play brought relief for a
few moments. Roberts and Mills
essayed a break through. but they were
not quick enough, and Kingham robbed
McGowan in the nick of time when he
was clean through and on the point of
shooting, Next McPhail slipped away

uln«l. and Proctor gave away a free
kick when he tackled Fraser. From the
kick, Nelson made a good attempt. but
the ball satled high over. Nice play by
the Town left wing, and Fraser was
promising, but Rennle banged wide. By
a sharp reply, the visitors’ left wing
made headway, and when the ball was
middled McGowan deceived Mackey, and
only a splendid save by Imrie at full-
length foiled the visitors. ey

down close to the

and Imrie saved g y at the
of a corner which was followed bv
another. the ball being scrambled away.
'HE home forwards seemed unable to
make ¢ decent pass, and ten minutes
before they were at all dan-
gerous. Then Roberts shot wide. In a
return visit Nelson tested Gold. who
also flelded cleverly when Alderson had
a try. The Town were lucky to take the
lead after seventeen minutes’ play. The
movement bezan on the left wing, and
Rennie, recelving a swinging pass from
Nelson, returned the ball well in fron*
f goal; Nelson took a shot which beat

penalty area, but the free kick was
headed away by Mackey. Brilllant, force-
ful play by Kean transferrcd operations,
but shot badly after a shot
by Mdernon had rebounded from an
opponent. The Town were now having
the better of the game, nithough thelr
efforts were still falling short of thrust
and crispness. Gold had to save from
McGinnigle and Kean, and then he
saved brilliantly from @ header by
Alderson after Kean had centred.

wHITE was injured in a tackle by
McGinnigle, and had to retire for
a little while, and when the Town at-
tacked ficrcely a great shot by Rennle
struck Proctor and nearly knocked him
off his fect. Then McGinnigle was fouled
when he had dribbled past three oppo-
nents, and from the free kick Rennie
skimmed the bar. White returned to
take part in another raid by the visi-
tors, the ball going from right to left,
helped along by a powerful punch by
imrie. McPhail rcturned It, and from
a scuffic in the goalmouth BESWICK
rushcd the ball into the net after the
defenders had made vain attempts to
kick clear. Luton tried hard to get on
terms agaln, but the visitors were deter
mined to kecp their lead, and found
touch wlthout hesitation.

,UST aftcrwaras  Alderson  narrowly
*/ ‘missed with a gocd drive. and then
Rennie had hard luck with a shot that
hit the gcalkceper, and was clutched
gafely at the sccond attempt. Bourne-
mouth were scldom able to get away,
but when they did find a passage they
were always  dangerous, their inside

forwards bolng eanergatic and thrustful.

Kinghcm made a grand tackle to rm‘}
nn

Deswick, but thca kicked badly,
Russcll e2lzed the ball and weont
to shcot wide. ‘ihe Town made str
attempts to draw level. but Gold saved
again ead again in clever style, and his
gcal ares was packed with colleagues.

Kcun tried harder than ever, but he
received little assistance, fcr many
feebls passce  were made from  the
wings <l there wa an absence of
cohcsion and craft at close quarters.
Try a3 th'y would. the Town cculd not
daraw lover, and the game ended with
the Town's first home defeat of the
£2a8 —_——
made @ few pood saves, and
Mackey did guite well again at back,
with Kingham o {.nrly safe, though
h> toun:l Russell an hail a specdy
awd tricky  pair J!n nnigle did nrot
find Ihis bestl form until the sceond
verfod, but Kean and Fraser worked
like glants, and they at least deserved
better reward for their labours. The
forwards were right o form. and it was

difticult to imatine they were the line
of the previous day. Rennle ulone showed
showed anything like constructive ability
though Alderson worked

manship,
very hard
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