A GLORIOUS VICTORY

LUTON
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TOTTENHAAM HOTSPUR .. ... Nil
LUTON. Harford {ing: ey
Keun, McGinnigle. Fraser | \mh h(ls()xh
Tatt, Alderson. Roberts
SPURS — Nicholls:  Felton, Whatley :
nlquhoun Levene Meads | How
OC: ghat, Hunt, Hall, ans.
¢ Referee.—Mr. G. C. Denton. Northamp-
o,
JOW wh 't about Wembley?” was the

query addressed 1o me
was known that Luton Town
had to mee. the Spurs in the F.A. Cup
Competition. The best reply to the jest
muy be the remark of Mr. Harold Wight-
man when he also heard the news. He

when 1t

sald that. whatever the opposition. a
tenm that could go to Oakwell and

rce  a re-play  would have to be
rechoned with aaywhere, but was cou-
tious enough to dl, If we win this
round we mizht y have the bit
of luck nul(l lnke us into the

As  Semi-Finals _not
played at Wembley, the modesty of his
anbition may be judged. but the lact
that the Town were able to cut a notch
almost as wood as that of Walsall when
they met the Arsenul and cnveloped
London n a thick fog proves that the
possibility does uoL require a  vivi
streteh of imagination. It s not yet the
time to think about Wenibley, but hope
is more often a virtue than v 1olly. and

Semi-Final

the Town will not lower their banner
until ten cut of the competition.
Saty game proved once mcre that

1
in the Cup Competition the gah between
the Jeaders of the First Division of the
Leaguc und the wooden spoonists of the
Third Division 1s narrowed considerably.
it um brought to vanishing point. True,
Totienham Hmsvur are not even in the
First Divislon, but are very cluse to the
top of the Second, and. if one may
accept the judgment of critics who sce
First and Second Division sides regularly,
are qualitied for a place in the First.

“0\' Il\ MERIT

may,

t they tried to play
hlun»x Lms football on_Saturday.

and let

uo nin say  they were deféated by
oo class.” It would not be true. The

owin o wou on their erits. and  no
wmount ul -(ul\m tlon can deprive
them ot reward. Treacherous

rround, cer: lcinl) but better class snould
be emphasised on o ground such as that
of Saturday, for it meant a lively ball,
and odds in’ favour ol the quicker side,
Spurs ure reckoned. e mere
Tact the Spurs lost oa a
ground at Manchester a
Wis o excuse jor surmising that they
would Jese on a stimilar ground at Luton
Moreover. the urmuul cnndnlous were
sucn as to el e the rum 1o plcl
and choose men that would able to
take advantage of the conditions. Luton
were not in that havpy position. They
had to use the mmprlu) mc thought
best. and their ran oice was
more limited than t rn. nr the Spurs.
A few weeks ago the London Club were
able to securc the traunsfer of a player
at a big tee, and he was in the side
Against that the Town found themselves
deprived ol _the services of thelr best
marksman, Such hundicap as there was
lell upon the Town, but they rose
superior to circumstance, and truly won
on me
\l‘lll!'b‘\ll\ ALL

I am not stretching truth in saving
the Town werc e betier side on
day that mattered. Perhaps the
Spurs would win .4l a second meeting,
because they were not very much in-
ferior. One writer ~ll\l(‘d that the Town
players went into the game CAaring no
\\hnl, happened to them. but the Spurs
were dmorem The Town did their best,

and so did the Londoners., and the vic-
tory w\u o the side that succceded in
the  bu of muking goals. The
st.remm of uxe Spurs, and we could

well believe it after sceing the llne in
action, was generally conceded to be in



the swiftness of their attack. The
strength of the Town for the last two
seasons has been in their middle line,
and it vas just a case of the Spurs
attuck belng incapable of beating the
defensive elements of thn Town that
turned the scale. Ever since thc blank
day at Barnsley I have nheld that if the
same abllity were shown In the Town
defence there was no reason why the
London side should succeed where the
earnest and hard-fighting Yorkshircmen
had failed. If the Town players werc
asked to choose whom they would prefer
to meet agaln, Barnsley or the Spurs,
1 fancy they would choose the latter,
because it was more of a_football game.
sportsmen though the Barnsley team
were. The Spurs gave us oune ol the
best and most sportsmanlike gamcs we
in a Cup-tle ut Luton for
years. und 1 am perfectly sure they
- would acknowledge that the Town eurncd
the sume compliment.

A FINE GOAL

The little T have scen of
In recent years was suilicient

the Spurs
1o pre-

pare me for a quick burst from th:
Kick-off, aad 1t came, However, they
found the ‘fown In the temper,
‘and botl teems were hard ai it within
u minute of the swrt. ‘the ball truvelled
quickly from c¢nd to end. but ulreaay

it was seen that the rown lorwards were
in more determined mood than usual,
and 1 am convinced that the clatm for
w penalty Kick carly en was just. Nicholls
ad been in action. uud had lest the
mamentarily after iving  [rom
Roperts, and in a repeat altuck one of
the Spurs’' detenders slipped down cnd
uppeared to push the ball with his hanus.
vul the reierce ruled otheiwise. Lowcver,
we had not long 10 wail 10r Success,
and it was a very line goal. Mills had
shcwn wisdom intrying to get the ball
into the middle quickiy. and alter one
or two of his centres had been accepted
by the Spurs' defenders, he sent over
anothcr, not very accurately. but ALDER-
happened lo sense the run ol the

ball. ana while Leveac was paying close
attention to Tait, so that he should
no. get a chance, the Town inside-left
rushed Into the middle. and. wiihout
waliting for any settling of the ball. shot

with
half-hook,

a of
and had the joy of scelng

Nicholls ccmpletely beaten.
TAIT'S TURN
The cxchangss continued
of the Towi, d they kept
on the move splenuialy. bac
halves giving gooa :ervice to ihcir 1t
wa.ds, Lhe 'Spurs were nlso well served
irom the rcar, but hariord had very
little anxiety. The visitcrs depended a
great deal on the dash of hunt. but
.ne mettle of McGinnigle and MuCkey
cnecked him_consistently. Cne could
undersand that with a little latituae
Hunt would be a daisasicr 1o any «c-
rence, but he was well v.atched and not
allowed to get in a shot. On the other
hand. the town forwards had many
enorts, and. il there was nothing very
severe about the werk he haa, Nicholls
was in demand than harord.
| After strenuous eflorts by the ‘Spurs,
the right flank became busy
again, and it was unother centre by
Mills that brought about the downfall
‘Spurs’ goal for the second time.
ae

in_favour
the ball
na

hold,
the backs. and, from close range, rhot
past Nicholls. ‘Awo successes in such
shert tima tcok away the breath of
the ’Spurs’ supporters, and they now
relapsed Into a serious quiet, while the
visiting playcrs were obviously taken
aback by the state of affairs. For a long
time the Town continued to have a
decided advantage, and, by keeping the
game open, they were always the more
menacing.
'SPURS SHARPEN UP

Every man on the Town side was now
playing with great spirit and confdence,
and in no department more than in
defence. The 'Spurs gradusally drew upon
their resources, and towards the inter-
val made fierce assaults. Hunt was
nearly through once when robbed by
the combined attentions of Mackey and
| McGinnigle, and 1n a later efforc_did
get close in, to 1ift the ball over Har-

much, and the ball salled over the bar,
The Town were playing more in thelr
first-half style again, and Nicholls was
called upon several times within a short
period. His backs had to be on the
alert all the time, and cnce Nelson, who
had been doing very uscful if not
brilllant service, engineered an attack
that required all the skill of Felton and
Whatley to thwart, vene did good
work towaras the finish. Time after
time he held up the Town forwards and
made a lot of ground before giving to
his forwards, but Harfcrd was  sate
wanen the bali came his way. and showed
judgment in punching away, while his
backs stood up to tne gruclling very
courageously. Still the Town defenders
withstood all assaults, and gave attackers
no peace. Evans, who had been unable
to live up to his hig reputaticn, was
1oiled many times, and could mage little
progress against Kean and Kinghem. In
it last despairing effort the 'Spurs’ halves
came well up to the attack, and there
were exciting scenes as  player atter
player strove to create an opening.
Hunt had lost his sting. and it was a3
tnougin the king-pin had been wita-
drawn.  Neverthelcss, the other jorwards
snowed much determination, and, wita
Hhartord out o his goal, tne ball went to
hali, who crashed in a tremendcus shet
that sccmed bound to rcore. but once
more Kingiam had wiseiy aropped baci
into gout, and he received the ball full

on the chest and then kicked away. 1¢
was a great save, and_ was the lasi

ance of the Spurs.  The Town were
on wne attack woen the final winstle

suueed. though there was an amusing
littie incident a few seccnds before the
end. kveryoody was ¢xpecting
whistle, and it soundecd, and many
rushed on to the ground, but the
signal was for a foul by u Spurs' player,
ana play had to procced. hen the ena
did come therc was a great rush fcr the
Town players, who had almost to fight
thair way  into the dressing-rcom 10
escape the attentions of the excited anu
delighted followers. It was also notea
with pleasure that (he ‘Spurs’
shook  hands with their conquerors as
they left the ficld.

FORWARDS

And now about the players,
Zowi team, I think v cuan be saiu that
there was never better
shown this season.  Fore they
playea well together. and put in all tacy
Knew.  Mistakes were made now and
tnen, bus most were excusable owing to
the ~tate of the ground. but cccastonally
in tactics, Jt was bed policy for the
forwards to hang on in_their own halt
wien their deienders had just becn
hard pressed and the extreme wingers
would have done better to have taken

Of the

ivatiage of
Spurs’ backs.
Wwus usually

the dispesition of the

When they did so Tait
in readiness and causea
much anxiciy Neveriheless, all played
weil. Mills centred much better, and he
and Roberts did very good worx against
specey and clever opponents. Tait led
the line far better than at rny time
siace he was injured some weeks before
Cnoristmas,  an was mcre like the
strong leader we knew at the end of
last teason. Moreover, he did not cling
to the ball too much. ~Alderson was the
brainiest of the line, and Nelson did
mucn gocd work and shed his selfishncss
fcr the benefit of the stiack as a whole,

HALVES

The middle men have played con-
sistently well throughout the season,
but excelled against a speedy ana
s«kilful attack. Kean was magnificent,
both as a capta.n and a player, and it
was delightful to see the old inter-
national outwitting the young inter-
national, Evans. Kean h to mect
what some regard as the finest left win
in the country. and he himself returne
to that power which won him the
highest honours Praser was also
power, and paid much n:ore attention 10
defence than usual.  He did not leave
his oppesing wing very much, but found
time to assist in attack, and even when
injured in the second half, got through
& lot of work. McGiunigle once more
proved his value as a

ford's head as the custodian ran out.
Fraser, however, had

back, an
Against Wik
when Nicholls had raved and Mills tore
in and made him drop the ball, but
the biggest fcllow on tho field clutched
it again beéfore body else could t

then Howe seemed certaln to score

rom. close quarters, but Har-
ford covered .that end of the goal. and
the ball struck his leg and went behind
him, but Kingham was therc again, and
got the ball out. It had been a rousin
;tm?le when the half-time signal
eard.

was

0

In thc early stages of the second half
the Town, after a promising opening,
fell away a lot, and were compelled to
defend. e ‘Spurs cleverly and
centred well, but whenever the ball
came into the middle there were de-

fenders at hand. Though at times the
Town forwards made headwa and
troubled the visitors' rearguard, they

were generally watching their halves and
backs repelling the 'S .
saild that at times t
not given by the forwards, especially
the extremes. Often they tried to dribble
when there was scarcely room to trundle
a - tennis ball 8t an opponent,
this was only playing into the hands
of the visitors. Tait twice tested Nicholls
with high shots, and then there was a
shout as O’Callaghan, from the Inside-
left position, dribbled quickly and shot
truly, ‘but “Harford flung up his hands
and diverted the ball on to the bar,
whence it travelled to the left of goal
for Fraser to clear. The 'Spurs fought
and Levene always
When
spent itself there was

a lot of midfield piay, and the Town
halves were adm! for brilliant work.
The had changed their tactics,
and, Instead of holding the ball so
close, they lifted it about a lot, but it
was all the same to the Town backs
who covered up magnificently,
KINGHAM'S SAVE

It stemed as if the Town would go
further ahead when a speedy raild on
the right wing brought a centre from
Mills, and Roberts, unmarked, had &
good chance, but his elevation was L00

'Spurs

qalf, and his grip on Hunt was a big
factor in removing the sting from the
Spurs' virile attack. me after time
the dour Sco: intercepted with his head,
and [requently took the ball from the
toes of a finessing forward.

REARGUARD

The rearguard was sound. Harford
us blink two or threc times,

ment in coming out to punch away,
while he fielded safely, and got the bt}l,l
away well. He owed a lot to the steady
and unflinching methods of his backs.
They were well nigh invincible at all

Kingham played as well as he
has ever played, hi kicking being
clean and well-timed and his tackling
sure, while Mackey's ma cent
strength and resolute behaviour held
Though he may

the opposition at bay.

have somethi: to learn yet in the way
of positioning, Mackey "is already a
powsrful back, and it will have to be a
very clever line that can lower thc
colours of a defence so sturdy.

'SPURS

Nicholls couid not be held responsible
for either of the goals, and both his
backs showed judgment and resource,
h I did not think they were the

times.

pair,
While
some for the second goal, I thought he
was as good as any half-back on the
field. Indeed, -he ‘Spurs owed a great
deal of their tecond half advantage to
his szerllng_ work and he battled on to
the end. The forwards were very daiuty
in much of theli approach work, but
seemed to rely too much on Hunt 1or
the goals until it was too late. Hunt
is a fine centre-forward, but was over-
powered. and all the craftiness of
O'Callaghan and Hall came to nought
when they sent the ball to him, or, for
that matter, to the wingers, Howe
played finely all through, and usually
did bright things when he had a chance,
but, llke Xis col ues, found the
htrgnuoux opposition too much in the
end.

The official_ figures of attend-

17,213, and e receipts
6d I confess I thought
there were over 20.000 present, and was
informed that the gates were closed but
re-opened. I am now assured that they
were not closed at any time,

the
the
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